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From Madam de BaTTEviLlLs to one of ber 
FRIENDS. 


OU are right, my dear, I am happy; 

but it will be difficult for you to have 
the leaſt idea of that happineſs I now | 
enjoy; and which, without ſome certain circum- 
ſtances, I myſelf ſhouldlook upon as a misfor- 
tune—This I am ſure muſt appear a paradox 
to you, and will ſcarcely be more intelligible _ 
aſter I have explained it. At your age, one is 
apt to entertain a very falſe notion of this ſo much 
admired ſtation, and it is with ſome difficulty we 
are e brought to conſider it in a different light— 
A 2 To 
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: To be ill young and be poſſeſſed of beauty and 
every other gift and pleaſing talent of nature, to- 
gether with the ſweets of liberty which we en- 
Joy in a ſtate of widowhood, is, if 1 am not miſ- 
taken, what you call happineſs; but, my dear, 
undeceive yourſelf; a fair beautiful form is not 
exempt from real tormenting troubles, to which 
I ſhould have fallen a victim, if God had not 
been pleaſed to reſerve for me a happineſs inde- | 
| pendant of all. chat ſurrœunds me. This letter, 
without doubt, will excite your cutioſity ; and 1 


ſhall make but a weak defence in my refuſal to 
Aatisfy- it, next time I have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you. I congratulate myſelf that J have found 
the way. to haſten your return; the fall of the 
leaf, this month paſt, tells you, it is high time to 
think of our fire · ſides; and the deſire of ſeeing 
your friends again, ought to encreaſe your diſre- 
liſh for the country now the ſeaſon is ſo far ad- 
yvanced—Y ou ſee plainly your abſence puts me 
| a little out of humour; but it is nothing in com- 
| pariſon to my daughter ; ſhe poſitively declares, 
me will not love you any longer, and really be- 
| | lieves herſelf capable of the attempt. But, how- 
ever, you may ſafely truſt her anger for the im- 
| '; Ft poſlibility of ſuch a vow ,. it is a certain proof of 
| 


her attachment to you;.I ſhall ſay nothing of 
mine, you are well acquainted with the nature | 


| of it and I engage for its continuance. 8 wy 
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LET TRL 
The ANSWER, 


OV are right, madam j: there is no happi- 
_ neſs without ſome mixture of pain; I, at 
this moment, experience the truth of it; for, 
though on the point of entering into an engage- 
ment every way ſuitable to the inclination of my 
heart, with all the advantages of fortune, I can- 
not help being ſenſibly affected to think that my 


ſituation is at ſuch a diſtance from you. In three 


days I am to be married to M. de Caſtelet; this 
confines my reſidence at Paris, and ſeparates me 

from the moſt worthy friend I have. Let, if I 
could have the poor comfort: of embracing you 
and of ſprinkling your boſom with my: tears— 
But that pleaſure. is denied me too. Buſineſs 
which cannot be poſtponed haſtens Monſieur: 
Caſtelet's return to Paris, and we will ſet out 
next Sunday—So that I have nothing left but 

the pleaſure of hearing from you, and that is but 
a ſmall ſatisfaction to one who indulged herſelf 
with the ſight of you every day. How very hard 
it is io renounce ſo much happineſs for many 
years! yet this muſt be the caſe, - becauſe my 
| e conſiſtent with the duty of his employ- 
A I ment, 
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ment, cannot be at any diſtance from the capital. 
You forefaw the curioſity your letter would raiſe 
in me; remember you ſeemed in a humour to 
gratify it, and it is not reaſonable, in that reſpect, 
my hopes ſhould be baffled becauſe I am not with 
you. Abſence from you, will be painful enough, 
without being aggravated by the refuſal of a fa- 
vour, of which I ſhall feel the true value—The 
concern that our ſeparation gives me, has taken 
ſuch hold of me, that I almoſt forgot to mention 
to you the perſon who is to be my huſband : we 
'- have loved one another more than two years 


without hopes of ſucceſs, becauſe his mother had 


other views for him; Her death has ſet him at 
liberty to follow his own inclinations,. and to his 
regard for me he ſacrifices a noble fortune This 


| - is giving you an inſtance of the conſtancy and fide- 


no ſtranger to the gracefulneſs of his perſon, ever 
fince laſt year, that he had the hovour of ſalut- 


© ing yon: — But you did not ſee enough of him to 
* Judge of his good ſenſe ; people of greater pene= - 


tration and leſs prejudice than myſelf, find him 


poſſeſſed of a great deal. Don't accuſe me of 


- having kept my inclinations for him a ſecret to 
you, he had exaQed it from me without reſerve ; 
and I wonder how I have been able to reſiſt the 


| temptations of breaking my promiſe, for certainly 


I had an entire confidence in you: notwithftand- 
i nn beig an enemy to love, you could not 
1 diſapprove 


lity of his vows, not common in this age. Vou are 
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diſapprove a paſſion his conduct juſtifies, and 
which will conſtitute the whole happineſs of my 
life. Adieu, madam; judge of my attachment 
to you, by the diſtraction friendſhip cauſes, tho? 
in the friendſhip of the man one loves, 


NS Ae u. CAST BLET) n 


1 i 


ig AM jealous” of it, madam; T would lay the 
whole earth at her feet; and, notwithſtanding 

| the ſatisfaction with which ſhe receives my tran- 
ſport, fig ſighs for your « abſence will break from her 
*breaff, * "So tender a friendſhip deprives, of 
part of her regard, and'you ought. to confider 
it as a duty to wake good to me the loſs 1 ſuſtain. 
by it. And this you may do, madam, by admit- 
ting me to a ſhare in thoſe ſentiments of friend- 
ſhip, with which you honour her, and which I 
will endeavour to merit by . mo eat 


attachment. | 
F #4 m7 0% -_ 4 1＋ * 4% | $ 8 
4128 i # £5 1 
4 , 
[ i i | fIÞ F--0 f 
$1300 es 3d ton Agen 
* as of 
K 10 1805 15 ' 
1 
14 I'S TY ; 
Th * 5 


4 Aan 


1 - * - » „ 9 13 2 N q 8 1 1 1 he 
* Ei with . JE : wh wt 141 * 8 - e mo # 
= - 
4 * 1 
Ro 
* 


3 THE VIRTUOUS' WIDOW. 


R en, Bonne i e 5 3b NE Th $524 


7 


en ie ene R479: F E R Hofes 


nougat fn en 1s 2399 ( Feen conf" ot 


* ” 
4 s 405 3 5 14 7 2 my 
£28. © * T4 


V 
" From "the wise. 3 


: 9 
＋ 11 


Tk: 5 in Mr. 
Caſtelet's aſking my. friendſhip after. the 
trick he bas played me; 35 to his marrying you, 
1 forgive bin that; but does he think to. carry 
off the-moſt amiable perſon in the province with 
. impunity. and without a general inſurrection? He. 
may depend not on my friendſhip, but upon a 
well founded hatred, till he reſtores to us the 
g he has deprived us of; _ whep he does that, 
Iwill love him, as much As he pleaſes ; and. how 
can | help it? $0, now he is become your other 
; felf, my affeQion muſt hecome an the * 
periy of both. LOT ee war 

Ax now you are. gotinto the l the 
country of illuſions and inchantments, if Heaven 
ſhould” ever reſtore you to our vows, you. will. 
look down with pity. on the ſimplicity of our 
manners, and. you will not be able to conceive. 
how it is poſſible, to be out of Paris, and not die. 
of the ſpleen. But let us talk ſeriouſly. If 1 
knew leſs of you I ſhould tremble for you. The 
"tranſition from one mode of living. to another, 


totally different, will be very ſudden, and no- 


thing. 
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thing leſs than as much prudence a8 you are poſ- 
ſeſſed of, can comfort us with the hopes of your 
preſerving your virtuous ſentiments in a city; 

where they bluſh at nothing but religion and. 
piety. They will be always telling you, that 
virtue is only a name without ſubſtance, the ap- 

pendage of thoſe· of confined.· ideas and eircum- 
ſtances; that a woman who has youth, riches, 
and a title, ſhould enjoy the preſent moment and 
not trouble. herſelf about an uncertain futurity: 
now : will examples be wanting to ſupport ſuch. 
precepts... If you, by a different conduct, ſhould. 
caſt any refleQions upon the actions of others, - 
you will be conſidered as a perſon: of no breed- 
ing or politeneſs:; and, without ceremony, be 
declared void of common ſenſe. Guard your- 
ſelf againſt theſe dangers, by faithfully preſery- 

ing that reſpect and love for religion which you 

imbibed in your earlieſt infancy; you will find it 
the only efficacious preſervative againſt the con- 

n of the en world. . rs 


I woULD very gladly acquit -myſelFoF4 the pro. 
miſe I made you, but the events of my life are 
only fit to be related, and I fancy would hardly - ; 
bear reading; , beſides, I ſhould- not chuſe they 
ſhould.get into any other hands but your's, and 
letters are ſubje& to a thouſand accidents; thete- 
fore give me gave to withdraw my promiſe, r 

1 rather 


r I ik; 
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1 rather truſt me till our firſt interview, 1 hope it 
will not be put off long; the diſtance between 


us is not ſo great, if I reckon right, but that you 


may go it in twenty-four hours; ſo you muſt 
© contrive every year to let us have the pleaſure 


of ſeeing you—If my daughter was a little more 
tractable, I would make you the firſt viſit. She 
begins to be of an age to ſee the world; and I 
would with pleaſure accompany her to Paris, if 


mne would conſent to it; but ſhe ſeems leſs in- 


clined to it than ever: ſhe prevailed upon her fa- 
ther to promiſe her, ſhe ſhould not go out of 


Rheims till ſhe was ſixteen; ſhe was fifteen the 


day before yeſterday, and ſeems determined to 
take the advantage of this laſt year to live to her- 


ſelf. It is believed I inſpire her with taſte for re- 


tirement, but indeed they do me injuſtice. You 


know her manner of thinking in this reſpe& ; and 
many things muſt happen to make her change 
der mind. Yet I don't deſpair of bringing it 


about, if I could ſee you here next vintage, when 
the will want but three months of being fixteen; 
and then, perhaps, the pleaſure of bearing you 
company in your return, might prevail on her 


1 give up ſo ſhort a term. 
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} ov have my conſent to condemn me, ma- 
dam, if 1 deſerve it; but after you have 


pronounced ſentence, you will ſhew ſome mercy 


to à poor criminal, who would'fain merit it by 


a ſincere confeſfion. You had good reaſon to 


call the court the country of illuſions ;- my ſenſes: 
were almoſt deceived by them; every thing there 


was new to me; Lat firſt determined only to in- 
dulge myſelf now and then, but 1 found at laſt 


my whole attention taken up with them My 
huſband is young, and, with a thouſand good 


qualities, has the faſhionable failing of thinking 


too freely of religion; Town to you, your letter 
has futniſhed him with ample matter for his wit⸗ 
ticiſms.. He had made it a Principal paint with 
him to new model, as he called it, my. way "of 4 
thinking; and indeed Thave'been in great dan- 

ger. Methinks, they don't arm us ſufficiently ; 
againſt the falſe reafoning of the world in oppo- 
ſition | to the moſt reſpectable truths; we: love re- 
ligion, without being acquainted with | its prin- 
ciples; and it has often happened, that T have 


| ** nothing to offer Vuuſt ſuperficial but plau- 


* _ 


—— 
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ſible arguments, whoſe only tendency is the ut- 
ter ſubverſion of. Chriſtianity. Happily for me, 
| ener PRA eee 
wiſh what hey tald me were true, oY has. 
ſerve my his das religion, wan ne ere 
| thoroughly inſtructed in it. A man of great emi- 
vnence has prevailed upon my huſband to receive 
wy into his houſe, a certain perſan,. with a view f [ 
| giving him ſome. inſight inta, buſineſs, that he may 
hereafter place him in ſome lucrative poſt... I 
have already contracted a friendſhip for him, be- 
. auſe he has the happineſs of knowing you, and 
me good ſenſe to eſteem you beyond all expreſ- 
= fon; be is a natiye of Orleans, and it was there 
be knew you. his, name ia d' Eſſart. I. don't put 
dbou in mind of this cireumſtance through fear 
ST that you may bave forgot him, though you were 
very, young then; ſuch friends are never forgot: 
but, as Lbelieve he is not older than you, it is \ 
2 not poſſeſſed of ſo much real. merit,, ? as. Te 5 
| - now has: L admire above all his folid piety. and 
"great. underſtanding ; 3 we read faſhionable books 
| Together, and. he eaſily refutes the falſe argu- 
ments, that before ſeemed. tu me unanſwerable. 
He charges me to preſent you his moſt humble 
reſpects; but I will not conceal from you, that 


M 
be firſt preſſed ms, Rrongly not to mention bin | 


by 


4 
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by name in my letter. I don't underſtand. the 
| meaning of this reſerye: - have, you;ever been at 


variance with him? He is incomprehenſible on 


this ſubject, and has quite diſconcerted my little. 


penetration, ſo that I muſt apply to you for in- 
formation. He has refuſed to receive your let - 
ters, which Iwould have directed to him; and, 
as (for reaſons you. may comprehend). they arę 
only to be ſeen by -me, you Will be. pleaſed. to di 


rect them to Mr. . , to be left in the poſts. 


office. He is my huſband's firſt clerk; who ws 3 
be very punQua]; in ſending them ia e. 
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Rum name have you ney” my 
dear? But how was it poflible for you to 
preſee the evils that you were bringing upon me? * 
ere was no neceſſity to put me in mind of the | 
2 9 where I firſt ſaw M. d'Eſſart; during fix- 
4X teen long years J have been ſtruggling, in vain, 
2 to blot out the remembrance of him, or rather to 
tear him from my heart. You never expected 
ſuch a confeſſion, madam; you always thought 
me an enemy to love: alaſs! it is what Fought 
"to have been; for I have known only the pains of 
it. Now I have diſcovered to you a paſſion which 
15 bas been both the delight and torment of my life, 
1 can't avoid repoſing in you the entire confi-- 
© dence that I promiſed you, and which I had only : 
deferred, through fear that you would be obligedd 
to entruſt your huſband with a detail which was 
= deſigned only for you—Only remember you do- 
not owe this confidence to the dilemma to which 
I am reduced by your letter. I had a long time 
determined to open my whole heart to you, and 
1 ſhould undoubtedly. have done it at our firſt 
meeting. What you have met with only makes 
. me ee the time I had fixed ca it. 
A 


. 
} 
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i 
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IE vx perſuade myſelf that my misfortunes 
may be uſeful to you, under your preſent circum-. 
ſtances. You will learn, by my example, how 
far the moſt prudent paſſion, may become tha 

ſource of folly and repentance ; and this know- 
ledge is very proper to engage you io watch care- 
fully over your own heart, that you may early 
eradicate every obſtacle to virtue and your future 
peace. When you have read the account 
with this letter, you will perceive how neariß 

© eoncerns me that it ſhould not fall into the hands: 

of the too tender and unhappy d' Eſſart. I ſubmit 
entirely to your diſcretion, and have too great an 
opinion of you to think you capable of betraying. 

my Wen under N e whajover, 1 

** ; 4 
L AM the ins of a captain of horſe, 1 "MN 
having ſpent a good fortune in his younger days, 

had nothing left but his. commiſſion, which did 
not prevent him marrying, for love, a young lady, 
of quality who had no more fortune than himſelf, 

My father's death, which followed cloſe upen his 
marriage, left his wife ſix months gone with child 
in abſolute want. Perhaps ſhe would have ſunk 
under the horror of ſo diſmal a fituation, if the de- : RF 
fire of preſerving the pledges of her love had not 
. raiſed her above herſelf. Siript of every thing, 
+7: Ihe bravely threw herſelf into the hands of Pro- 
a vidence ; - and flattercd. herſelf, by aſſiduous 2 
: r, to provide a reſource againſt poverty. R 
was, 2 
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an honeſt heart, Were all united in me. Scarce 
vas I of age to underſtand what the world called 
my good qualities, before I learned to rate them 
according to their intrinſic worth; perhaps, I 
ſnould not have reaſoned ſo wiſely, — mother, 
who watched. every action of my life, had not 
carefully directed my judgment. She was uſed 
to tell me, I muſt not expect to be eſteemed ei- 
ther for my perſonal, or even my mentał qualifi- 

cations, but in proportion to the good uſe I made 
of them.— All we can call our own in the eyes of 
men of underſtanding, are our virtues ; but in 
the ſight of the Supreme Being, we are but as. 
the duſt; yet, notwithſtanding, ſince it is his will 
that theſe gifts ſhould be the means of procuring 
us eſteem, your only merit will conſiſt in your 
application to improve them. Extraordinary ta- 

lents render a Perfect form more reſpeQable to 
focjety,, in whoſe ſervice it ſhould be employed ; 'Y 
and it would be robbing the community if you. 
ſtudied to improve thoſe talents more for your 
own advantage, than for the public good. Beauty 
fixes the eyes in a pleaſing manner, and inſpires. 

love; but reſpe@ and eſteem muſt be acquired: 
by. wiſdom.” When beauty, and every tender 
ſentiment it inſpires, is ſupplanted by old age, 
what will remain for her who could only com- 
mand ſuch vain and tranſitory homage, but uſe-. 
leſs and piercing regret and a ſad diſmal ſolitude. 

: * beauties of the mind only can lay claim to 


a. fixed 
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a fixed and permanent admiifation and eſteem. 
_ Theſe leſſons my goog, mother gave me, in the 
moſt friendly manner, without any tinQure of 
ſuperiority. She would entreat me, and give her 
| advice, but ſhe never appeared to command. 
When I was about five years old, ſhe made me 

comprehend, that, by reaſon we were diſtin- 
guiſhed from beaſts; and when I offered to de- 
viate from her paths, it was ſufficient to tell me, 
I endeavoured to become like one of them, by 

- refuſing to obey her voice Words like theſe, in 
an inſtant, brought me to myſelf; and I uſed to 

deſire my mother to tell me, how I oyght to be- 
have, not to be likened to a hyute; and to lay her 

commands upon me, for I was ready to undertake 
the moſt difficult taſk, rather than labour under 

ſuch a misfortune. It was generally her cuſtom 

to take me in her arms, and ſay to me, my dear 


155 chile, conſult your reafon and follow her dictates, 


for, to that end | it was given you by the Almighty. 
You muſt excuſe me, madam, if I have ſeemed 
to dwell upon theſe circumſtances which appear 
_ . rrifling in themſelves; it is natural for me to re- 
feQ upon them with pleaſure, as having been 


© the means of determining and happily eſtabliſhing 


k my charaQer—Y ou may perceive: ſuch a method 
would, not fail of improving my underſtanding, 
at the ſame time that it encreaſed my reſpect for 
my mother, and confirmed my confidence in her, 
ao that degree, that 1 ſhould have thought = 


W 
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_ ſingle 28 from her.. 


ing a proper guide to point out the road and aſſiſt 
Aled | | me 
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ſelf guilty of a high crime, only by 2 one 


Ovx narrow circumſtances ſeemed to indicate, 


that my deſtiny would be to work for my living, 


and my mother omitted nothing that might in- 
cline me to be fond of it ; I did all in my power 
to concur in it, but ſhe was ſoon convinced of my 
inaptitude for labour. I was inconceivably un- 
handy for every thing that is called manual exer- 


ciſe; and though I endeavoured by application 


to get the better of this aukwardneſs, the deli- 
cacy of my conſtitution was too great, to endure 


ſuch ſevere trials, and I was ſure to have a fever. 


After ſeveral attempts, the laſt of which endan- 
gered my life, my mother thought any farther 
perſeverance would be tempting Providence, 
which ſeemed, by forming me incapable of la- 
bour, to have deſigned me for ſomething elſe: 
ſhe reſpected her orders, and thought ſhe ought 
to truſt me to her care, without conſidering how 
ſhe would diſpoſe of me. From this time I thought 
of nothing but improving my underſtanding ; 1 
was continually reading; and, through the care 


my mother took to direct my ſtudies to the im- 


provement of my morals, it was always attended 
with ſome advantage to me But I | 
longed to engage in more ſublime ſtudies, and 
ſighed when I conſidered the impoſſibility of find- 


+: 
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— Kiworer/nabire wogk that cars 
upon herſelf; and this determined me not to 
look for other aſſiſtance The firſt volume of 
Deſcartes fell into my hands; and, being de- 
lighted to find this author affirm that the firſt 
principles oſ knowledge were planted in cur ſouls;. 
*Heſt off reading to give myſelf more time for re- 
flection, and to unravel thoſe principles nature 
had implanted in me ſucceeded without. per- 
teiving it; and how could I have known it? I 
was become both philoſopher and logician,. be- 
fore I even knew the names of the ſciences:: my 
talents were ſo well adapted to theſe abſtract ſtu-- 
dies that]: found no difficulty in them, nor any 
alteration in my health. You will eaſily. con- 
ceive that ſuch ſtudies gave me a high diſguſt for 
trivial amuſements,. ſa that it was impoſſible for 
the few friends my mother had, to engage me in 
thoſe parties young perſons are generally ſo fond 
of; I ſcarce knew our neareſt neighbours, how- 
ever I endeavoured ſometimes to make one of our 
little ſociety : prudence and complaiſance for my 
mother made it a law to me; but I own it coſt 
me very dear, and this communicative humour 
vhich you perceive in me, was one of the moſt 
difficult qualities I had to attain; it is, as T have 
already: told you, owing to the mildneſs of my 
nature I admire, ſaid my mother, your taſte for 
the ſtudy of truth; and though I am but an ig+- 
narant woman, there are ſome things the light of 
| 274 reaſon: . 


i 


_ contemplative life, which would make him-an 


tion; and, if I may believe my own ideas, the 


himſelf a more worthy member of that ſociety 


my natural inclinations, and my mother had the 


Wo .temper, which encouraged me to get the bet - 
ter of every prejudice, that her e * me 
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found it ſo nice, that ſhe-preſſed her to leave this 
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reaſon diſcovers to me. I apprebend, for example, 
that our Creator never deſigned man ſolely for a 


abſtracted being though placed in the middle of 
this globe: yet he ſhould not be without reflec- 


end of his meditations ſhould be how to render 


for which he was created. Every ſtudy that 
creates a diſtaſte and contempt for his fellow crea- 


tures, and that does not inſpire him with the de- 


ſire to become uſeful to them, would, in my opi- 


nion, have a very bad tendency; and humility 


with ignorance, would be preferable to it Theſe 
precepts were repeated to me ſo often, and in 
ſuch different ways, that T laid a conſtraint upon 


goodneſs to give great encomiums to my docility 


No a Ns her difcover—- | 


"; 


cation. We liyed in a town where it was with dif- 


the moſt moderate price, and ſhe was afraid every 


inſtant ſhe ſhould have nothing to do. A lady of 


quality who had ſeen ſome of her embroidery, 


Ani inde Susie loaded wich the cares of 
providing for me, worked with aſtoniſhing appli- 
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place and ſettle at Orleans, where ſhe reſided, 
and promiſed her the protection of herſelf and 
friends. The deſire of forming ſome acquaint- 
ance that might be of ſervice to me, prevailed 
upon my mother to accept her offers; and this 
lady, having allowed us ſome days to ſettle. our 
little affairs, took us in her coach, when ſhe went 
to town. For ſeveral days I was the gazing ſtock 
of the whole city, and my beauty was celebrated 
a hundred different ways. But 1 ſincerely aſſure 
you, it did not turn my head; on the contrary, I 
diverted myſelf at the extravagance of the men 
and the jealouſy of the women. The firſt ſup- 
poſed me to have an infinite fund of wit though 
I ſcarce opened my lips: a ſimple yes or no tranſ- 
ported them with admiration. The others tired 
themſelves with hunting for defects in me; and 
being diſappointed,on examining my features, de- 
clared I had no expreſſion in my countenance 
that I had a moſt unmeaning face without either 
life or ſoul in it; and by degrees concluded my - 


looks were both ſtupid and brutiſh : they dared 


not ſay this openly, but they bad coined names 
for theſe two words, and found means to make 
me underſtand them when I was alone, under pre- 
tence of praiſing me. When my rivals found this 
was not the way to humble me, they changed 
their batteries, and determined to try ſome other 
method to confound me. They exaggerated the 

diſmal ſituation, to which I was reduced; and, 
ie $ under 


ThE vixruOUS WIDOW. 23 


under colour of pitying me, they ran over all my 
misfortunes; and ſet them in ſuch a point of light, 
as might moſt effectually leſſen me in the world's 
eſteem. This wickedneſs was likewiſe loſt upon 
me, for I had learned to deſpiſe all vulgar preju- 
dices. A noble ſoul is not debaſed by poverty, 
when it is not the conſequence of imprudence. I 
knew my indigence entitled: me to the reſpect of 
all virtuous people, and even of thoſe who had 
nothing but humanity to boaſt of; and their good 
will and eſteem was all I wiſhed for. The wicked-- 
neſs of thoſe women who endeavoured to make 
me appear in an inſignificant: light, on the con- 
trary was of real ſervice to me: I knew they 
would draw the eyes of envy and malice upon me, 
and this was a freſſi motive for me to a& with 
more than common circumſpection; therefore, 
in order to deprive them of every, even the moſt 
trivial, pretence to cenſure my conduct, deter- b 
mined to live in the e moſt retired manner. . 


Nen will aſk me, , perhaps, who T had in view; 
for you have reaſon to imagine I ardently wiſned 
to relieve my mother, by contributing all in my 
power to diminiſh her exceſſive application to 
work. This was the object of my moſt earneſt 
wiſhes; I therefore propoſed to myſelf an employ- 
ment, which I thought would rather add a new. 
luſtre to my birth than take any from it. It was 

education 8 young perſons of my own ſex.” 
ſl "Tenn: 
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I could not conceive how people who, on all other 
"occaſions, appeared to have good ſenſe, ſhould ſeem 
to loſe the uſe of it, When the education of their 
children was the point to be diſcuſſed. They 
thought they performed their duty by them, if 
they put them in a convent for a couple of years. 
I would not have you think, that, by this, I intend 
to reflect in the leaſt upon the virtues, good ſenſe 
or zeal of the nuns of the prefent age: the in- 
capacity of mothers in general to edueate their 
own children, renders it neceſſary for them to 
take upon them that charge; and, if they would 
hut make it a part of their vocation, and employ” 
LR | a few years to become miſtreſſes of the proper 
WEE method, great advantages might be drawn from 
WW placing young girls in a convent. - It may be, 
that, in other parts of France, they take the pro- 
| per method for the education of youth in their 
| will | nunneries ; but this they were quite ignorant of | 
__ in the place where Llived. The girls came out 
1 here ſuperſtitious without piety, full of love of 
| the vanities of the world, fond of trifles, and ab- 
WR | ſolutely ignorant of every accompliſhment.” The 
WI! little experience I had, made me think that pa- 
ll; rents of underſtanding, would be eager to em- 
id 0 | brace the opportunity of giving their daughters 
WE a more liberal education, and I expected imme- 
diately upon opening my deſign to be encouraged 
by every perſon of merit. I formed to oo 5 
che * N idea of this employment, more 
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emolumerit that might accrue to me; but not- 
withſtanding thoſe, to whom I opened my mind, 
Honeſtly confeſſed, that the uſual manner of edu- 
cating their children was abominable, and that 
the greateſt good was to be expected from a dif- 


ferent method, yet they aſſured me my projet 


would fall to the ground: however, they promiſed 
to do every thing in their power to bring it to a 
happy iſſue, but it was without ſucceſs. The 


mothers thought - themſelves. very well brought 


up; and, ſo far from wiſhing a better education 
for their daughters, they were only afraid they 
ſhould know more than themſelves. The fathers 


were not quite of the ſame way of thinking, and 


therefore would have helped me forward in my 


deſign; but they frankly gave me an invincible - 
reaſon for their refuſal; which was, being bur- 
thened with large families, it was abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary they ſhould have nuns, and that their 


daughters would more probably enter into that 


ſtate from their education in a convent, than from 


that they would receive from me. I was there- 
fore obliged to drop this enterprize, and waited © 


till Providence ſhould declare in what manner 
it intended to diſpoſe of me: Theſe diſappoint- 
ments were enough to put me out of humour; 
yet they had no other effect, than what proceeded 


from the intereſt I took in the welfare of my 
own ſex, and concern for my mother's health. 
. B 45 la 


from the good I expected to do, than from any 


—— — — 5 
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In order to relieve her as much as I could, I took 
upon me the management of our domeſtic con- 
. .rerns, though with the utmoſt reluctance; yet, 
by exerting myſelf in an extraordinary manner, 1 
brought myſelf to overcome that repugnanoe 
| Which I had looked upon as inſurmountable. 


On day, when my -mether and I were flatter 
* ourſelves that we had eſcaped: the trouble, 
which the jealouſy and fatly of the town's people 
would have brought upem me; I told her, ſmil- 
ing, that, thanks to nature, I was born without 
paſſions. She ſaid nothing hut, looking upon 
me in a melancholy manner, ſetehed a-figh, which 


Save me exquiſite pain, and excited my curiofity:: 


am I deceived mother, ſaid I with ſome emotion? 
Do you obſerve in me any ſudden paſſion, ca- 
pable of creating in your breaſt a painful ſenſa- 
tion, which you have not known how to hide 
ſrom me? Ves, my dear Julia, ſaid my mother, 
Wal ſhe endeavoured to wipe away ſome tears 
he had ſtrove in vain to ſuppreſs, my tenderneſs 
for you had pui me upon trying to find out your 
natural bent; and I trembled when I made the 
ſearch. Vour good ſenſe will make you deſpiſe 
grandeur, the purfuit of the ambutious; and 
riches, the idol of the coveteus: but what will 
guard you againſt love? Nature, when ſhe gave 
vou a heart ſuſceptible of compaſſion, made you 


a fatal preſent, that will embitter the faireſt hours 


of your life. Vou will feel in a more lively man- 
| þ "hep; 
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ner the pleaſure uf lovingand being loved, in pro- 
{portion to the indifference you have for all thoſe 
Flaaſures that generally tet young people: this 
is the only paſſion to hieh you are fubject. Theſe 

very ſenſations that you refuſe to hatred, ambi- 
tion, reſentment, and revenge, will all be united: 
and what will. become of you if this ꝓaſſion ſhould 
be wrong placed? I replied, I will facrifice it 40 
my duty; have not you taught me that the ſacri- 
ices we make 10 it, are awply rewarded by the 
ingate ſatisfaction we receive from the conſciouſ- 
neſs of having dune nothing to be aſhamed. of? 
Beſides, friendfhip offers her aſſiſtance; :carinet 
my heart he ſatisſied with that ? Hitherto its.only 
pleaſure bas been to be grateful for your good 
neſs. It ſeems to me ſo ſatisſieckwith ydur kind - 
:nefs for me, and ſo full of mine for you, that. 
believe there is not the leaſt vacancy for the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of love. I went on: I don't know 
how I could bring myſelf to make any choice 
you, my dear mother, dread love for my ſake, 
and Lam afraid I ſhall be a downright man-hater. 
I have net yet ſeen, even amongſt thoſe that are 
eſteemed both worthy and amiable, the man who 
does not ſtand in need of ſame indulgence to ap- 
pear tolerable in my eyes; and I think you know 
me too well to ſuſpedt me capable of any impreſ- 
ſion from external graces: I have yet ſeen no 
other in any man; theſe are pretiy puppets, pan- 
8 8 that move well; and that is all. But ik 
724 B 2 this 
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this diſpoſition, this inclination- to love, which 
. you diſcover at the bottom of my heart, alarms 
yon, make yourſelf eaſy, my dear mother, from 
te impoſſibility of finding, in the men of this 
5 the neceſſary qualifications to give it birth. 
Would you have nature work a miracle for me? 
Jou make me laugh in ſpite of me, my dear Julia, 
aid my mother, yet you have not ſet my beutt 
at reſt: it is not at all neceſſary that nature ſhould 
be at that expence to make you loſe your liberty? 
-you yourſelf muſt be the artificer of the prodigy 
you believe ſo neceſſary to make you ſuſceptible 
of love: the man, the ' moſt" diſagreeable in his 
perſon, the moſt vicious in his morals, and the 
moſt · deſtitute of all good qualities, will appear a 
Phœnix the moment my heart pleads for him; 
we then ſuppoſe him poſſeſſed of all imaginable 
-accompliſhments, and nothing can deſtroy the 
agreeable phantom —1 grant it, ſaid I, when 
once the phantom is formed; however, you muſt 
allow that our blood is cool the very moment that 
precedes love, and then it is eaſy to ſee every ob- 
ject in its proper light; but to paſs from this ſtate 
ol tranquillity to the illuſive one you ſpeak of, 
proper qualities muſt be found to produce it. In 
one word, love ſhould have a father; and ] dare 
ſwear, with me it will have no other than eſteem. 
You are a fine philoſopher, ſaid my mother, with 


an air cat ſhewed I had not ſucceeded; 'expe- | 


tience only can convince you of your weakneſs: 


a 825 
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but my dear; when once love interferes, diſcuſ- 


ſions are out of the queſtion; that only happens 


when friendſhip is the point, then we have time 
enough to diſcuſs.it at leiſure. Believe me, the 
molt perfect lover ſtands in need of fancy*s aſſiſ- 
tance to precede the ſentiments he would inſpire; 
they ſink too low when ſeen without this varniſh; 
and therefore, if the moſt perfect of all vers 


was reduced to his juſt value, there are few wo- 
men that n ſacrifice their e to ſo 1 mean 


an del. 
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Leal of (atisfation ; our patroneſs had procured 


us the acquaintance of all her friends; my mo- 
ther's work was valued above all others, and ſhe 
was paid for it double the price of another. F 
can ſay, that all this happy time I knew no other 
trouble, but that of not being able to relieve her 
in proportion to my wiſhes . Here ſhe found one 
of her old intimates who was the widow. of an 
officer like herſelf; but who, having good friends, 


had a penſion from court, which, though very 
moderate, put her in a condition to bring up an 


only ſon whom her huſband had left her very 
young. She was a woman of great ingenuity: 
and the example of my mother had cured her of 
a falſe modeſty which had hindered. her from- 


making a proper uſe of her talents, though her 


love for her ſon made her wiſh for an opportu- 
$6.4 | B 3 nity· 


nity of doing it: that. ſhe might accompliſh it the 
more conveniently, . ſhe: aſſociated herſelf} with 
my mother, took lodgings in our houſe, and pre- 
ſenily we became inſeparabls.. She had good 
ſenſe and other verꝝ good qualities ; but ſhe had a: 
failing which made her. quite tireſome to me; ſhe 
was always talking of her ſon, with the paſſiot of 
an indulgent mother. If ſhe ſaw any man of me- 
my ſon. If in hiſtory we found any character 
diſtinguiſhed for a greatneſs of ſoul, for. juſtneſs, 
and a noble manner of thinking, ſhe immediately 
lady they were quite tireſome to me, ai leaſt 1 
thought fo; yet. they begut 4 great curioſty 
is me, and I waited with ſome impatience for. 
the hohdays.when he was to come back to Or- 
vans. If I had had the leaſt preſentiment that. 
ſhunnes the fight of him ; dut my over ſecurity; 
haftened my. deftruftion. Same lovers had en- | 
denvoured-to make themfelves. agreeable to me, 
but I found it ſo eaſy to defpife their. Homage, that 
Thad perfuaded myſeff my mother was miſtaken, 
and that was invulnerabſe. For the firft-time. 
in my life, I determined not to acquaint my. mo- 
ther with what paſſed in my breaſt; 1: made a. 
myſtery of my impatience, under pretence that it 
would only ſerve to * her uneaſineſs, at 
0 0 leaſt 


FF 
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ltaſt I thought this was the motive. But I in 
this was the dupe of my own heart; for I was 
already in love, and Loften thought, or rather 


aid to myſelf, this woman is inſupportable with 


her ſon; and al that very inſtant I heard a voice 
in the bottom of my heart which ſeemed to ſay, 


if, however, he ſhould happen to be like the pie 


ture, he would be well worthy of being loved. 
Alas, my dear, I ſoon found, that the portrait 
which madam des Eſſaris had made of her ſon, 
was no more than a true likeneſs. At length the 


. fatal moment arrived that was to preſent him to 


my ſight, and that moment was to decide my ſu- 
ture fate. The ſecret motions that agitated my 
breaſt, were not unknown to my mother; ſhe 
knew how to interpret my very. looks by the 
long habit of examining them attentively; ne- 
ver cheleſs the dread. of giving an additional 
ſtrength to theſe involuntary ſentiments, had hi- 
therto prevented her from laying open to me my 
own. heart: ſhe flattered: herſelf ta find ſome 
faults in des Eſſaris that might arm me againſt 
him; but the had-ſcarce ſeen him, when ſhe loſt 
all hopes. I don't know, my dear, what altera- 
tions time may have made in him; but if he is 


now what he was ſeventeen years ago, you muſt 
on that a heart like mine could; not be proof 


againſt. the impreſſion which his appearance made. 


Ix was neither bis beauty, wit, nor any external 
en but it was his virtues, great- - 
e . 1 
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heſs of ſoul; and noble ſentiments, that made the- 
impreſſion ; and, notwithſtanding the intereſt my 
mother had in leſſening the merit of this young 
man, ſhe could not help agreeing with me, that 
it was next to impoſſible to ſuppoſe him not poſ- 
ſeſled of every, virtue his countenance ſeemed to 
indicate. I was motionleſs at the ſight of this 
| young man, and he felt the like uneaſineſs; but, 
equally ignorant of the art of diſſimulation, he 
did not ſo much as think of diſguiſing his ſituation. 

I was ſo frightened at mine, that I could hardly 
fupport myſelf; and T retired as ſoon as good 
manners would permit me, in order to unravet 
what was paſſing in my heart: there was no poſ- 
fibility of being miſtaken ; and I ſhuddered, when 
F perceived how well grounded my mother's fears 
had been—T was become the ſlave of a fine face; 
perhaps, of a falſe deceitful outſide. I would 
willingly have laid ſome ſtreſs upon this laſt 
thought, which ſeemed to offer ſome relief; 
dut immediately my heart rejected with horror 
every thought that might degrade the object of 
my growing flame; the conflict within me on 
this occaſion was ſo violent, that I was ready to 
fink, when my mother came into my room. I 
threw myſelf into her arms, without being able 
to ſpeak ; and with my head on her breaſt, I en- 
Hdbared to hide from her my confuſion. My 
dear mother, far from endeavouring to encreafe it 
I giving mean 2 advice, mixed her tears 
with. 
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n= with mine; and, by dint of careſſes and endear- 
ments, brought me to a more tranquil ſtate. The 


* firſt uſe I made of my voice was to deſire her 
0 leave to retire to ſome diſtance immediately, op (4! 

8 not ſee him any more, ſaid I; let me fly from 
5 him; abſence—But what will abſence do, it will 
8 never deſtroy the paſſion that grows in my heart: 

, Lfeel it is eſſential to my exiſtence. But why. 
ja ſhould T'endeavour-to oppoſe it? Is it any crime 

\, KM to love, eſpecially if the object is worthy of the 
* paſſion ? My mother inſtantly caught up: theſe 

d laſt words. My dear Julia, ſaid ſhe, who can 
1 aſſure you of that? Perhaps the perſon who raiſed 
2 this paſſion will bimſelf ſupply us with a remedy. 
n Fentertained-a higher opinion of your good ſenſe: 
2 and courage; leave it to me to examine des Eſ- 
py farts; if he is what he appears to be, your incli- - 
= nation will draw ſighs from me, but I will never 
" impute it to you as a crime; And why, replied 1 
's alittle briſkfy, ſhould it coſt Yoo any ſighs, if 1 
* am guilty of no crime? Could you determine with: 
af yourſelf to render me unhappy by obſtructing it? 
n This word had ſlipped from my mother; but, as 
0 ſhe knew l was in no condition to comprehend: ; 
I the force of the reaſon that had dictated it to her, 
le and to enter into her views ; inſtead of anſwer- 
* ing me, ſhe only ſought how to comfort me; and 
V begged of me, by the kindneſs ſhe had always 
it ſhewn me, to moderate i my anxiety. 4 promiſed - 
rs. her, I would at leaſt lock it in my breaſt; it, in 


R Fee 9 . reality, - 
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reality, waz all I could pretend to do, and that 
not without a gieat deal of pain; nevertheleſs, | 
ſome few hours afterwards, I thought myſelf able 
to keep my word, Though my mother had not 
promiſed me not to oppoſe my, inclination for des 
Eſfatts, if he was worthy of them, her filence on 
this head would have made me preſume ſo; but 
I:relied much more on her extreme tenderneſs ſor 
me; was convinced of it in my heart, and there- 
fare I thought I ran no riſque in refering my ſelf 
ta her. She was a ſtranger to.caprice, obſtinacy,.. 
and freifulneſs; and I was far from ſeeing the in- 
| vincible reaſon ſhe had to eppoſe my paſſion.. 
Madam des Eſſarts had.aſked us to fup with her 3. 
and I flatteted myſelf to appear ſo eaſy, that E 
ſhould quite effate any impreſſions, that our firſt: 
interview might have made on the mird of the 
mwmotber or ſon: but 1 found I was ill acquainted:; 
with myſelf, for what I had undertaken Was more- 
than could perform. You will be ſurprized, 
without doubt, that fo. violent a paſſion ſhould. be, 
the work of a ſew. moments; therefore, for my, 
own, juſtification, I-muſt once more place before. 
Jour eyes, what paſſed. in my breaſt, ever ſince b 
was. capable of reſled ion. . 


Ir Del was unacquainted with the very 
name of love, but more ſo with, its fatal effects; 


I had never read a romance, neither had I even 


any acquaintance with girls of my own age; and 
* mother always took, canes. iat whatever had. 
the 
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me leaſt tendency to give me any intimation of it, 
fhould be baniſhed from our converſation ; but 

yet my heart did not remain idle, or without "taſte | 
for a monaſtic life; I could fee no other way of 
ſeitling in the world but by marriage, and my mo- 
ther had ſome hopes that my beauty would pro- 
cure me an advantageous match ;' this was the ob- 
ject of her wiſhes, and even of her prayers ; ſhe © 
begged of the Almighty, that ſhe might ſee. me 
bappily married before the died; and ſhe had 
given me ſome hints of her hopes in this reſpeQ. - 
She was ſtartled at the indifference ſhe diſcovered: * 
im me for every man who had hitherto offered * 
biraſelf, becauſe this diſtaſte did not proceed from , 
motives of ·piety, or the deſire of living in a more 
perfect ſtate ; then, indeed, ſhe would have paid 
a deference to the motives, But it ſeemed to pro- 
ceed from an exceſs of delicacy, blameable in a 
girl. who: had no other reſource; and who ought * : 
to ſacrifice: a good deal, to procure berſelf a 
happy eſtabliſhment. With this view, ſhe would 
often tell me; that marriage being the coπ imo 
yoration, it would be diſobeying the orders of * 
God, if I ſhould retiounce-it through at Chithes - 
ical ideas I might have formed; and that I me 
io expect ſhe would interpoſe her authotitys if 1 
ſhould pleaſe Providence to throw in m¹ Way '& + | 
match proper for-agirl of quality withoowtfortuns, © 
I was then: convinced that ſooner or later I muſt * 
: N 0 4 541 
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idea 1 had formed of it, my heart immediately, 
amuſed itfelf in wiſhing ſome certain qualities 
in my future huſband. I had now in my imagi- 
nation a picture of ſuch a man, which by degrees. 
had ſome conſiſtence; I dreſſed the phantom to 
my mind, and liberally beſtowed on it all imagi- 
nable perfections. Then, like Pygmalion, I was 
dazzled with this fantaſtic being that owed his. 
ideal exiſtence to my own imagination. Fown it 
was folly, but, my dear, Lwas only fifteen, an age 
that requires more indulgence from you than I 
always ſhewed to myſelf; for, really, it often 
happened that T laughed at myſelf; and uſed to 
fay it was. impoſſible to meet with a copy of the 
original, that I had formed in my own brain, or. 
rather in my heart. But as ſoon as we came ac- 
quainted with madam des Eſſarts, I thought F 
perceived in her character of her ſon ſome reſem- 
hlance of my picture; and immediately, on firſt 
ſight of. this young man, I found him ſo exactly 
the perſon, my beart had wiſhed for, that I could 
got forbear conveying to him all thoſe ſentiments 
L had devoted to his reſemblance. You ſee this 
ſudden paſſion had nothing ſo extraordinary im it, 
and it might with propriety be ſaid, that it had 
begun long before I had ever ſeen the man who 
1 the real objet of 1 it. | 5 


| Tia WAs telling you bow aaſaccelifult was itt 
7 Sharing the careleſs unaffected part; des Eſſarts 
| 1 | 85 as 
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was more dextrous than I. His mother, who had. 
long formed the deſign. of uniting us, had ob- 
ſerved, with pleaſure, the mutual impreſſion we 
had made on each other; and the want of fortune. 
in me, ſeemed, to her to be compenſated in the 
analogy between my character, and that of the. 
buſband ſhe had deſigned me; for her friendſhip.. 
for me threw a veil over my defects. She knew. 
my mother had other deſigns for me; - therefore: 
ſhe thought. it required a dextrous management; 
and gave her fon to underſtand. that it would con- 
tribute to the ſucceſs of his paſſion if he knew, 
how to conceal it. Vou muſt, ſaid ſhe, firſt en- 
gage the eſteem of Julia; that is the only way 
which can lead you to her heart. She told him, 
at the ſame time, the great obſtacles he would have. 
to ſurmount from my mother; becauſe her tender- 
neſs for me, would prevent a match, u hich, in 
reality, could not be looked. upon as adyanta- 

geous. If you give her reaſon to fear that her- 
daughter's charms have made any impreſſion on 


you, L will not anſwer but chat ſhe will find ſome 


means to convey her far enough off. Such a me- 
nace made des Eſſarts ſnudder again, and inſpired 
him with ſufficient reſolution to contain himſelf; 
I was not acquainted. with his motives; and im- 
puted to him, as a crime, the part he ſeemed to 
play naturally enough; becauſe the difficulties 
that were forcſhewn him, had thrown him into 
10 erer 3 y. I found myſelf a good 
| ny 
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deal nettled at his coolneſs, but it did not laſt 
long; although he was upon his guard, a thoufand | 
things ſlipped from him, which made me per- 
ceaibe the violence he did himſelf—My mother 
owned, when we went to bed, that the had ob- 
ſerved nothing in this young man, that did not 
redound to his advantage; and that, notwithſtand- - 
ing the defire-ſhe had io diſcover ſome failings in 
him, ſhe- preſently perceived ſhe had nothing to 
expeQ- fromethat quarter. If ſhe had only con- 
fulted the eſteem with. which des Eſſarts had in- 
ſpired her, ſhe would not have heſrtated to have 


6. preſſed our union; but:the- diſmal fituation ſnuæ 


herſelf had experienced, made her ſhudder when 
me thought! of the conſequences of  fach another 
marriage. I will confeſs to you, my dear, that E + 
had no ſharedn her fears: I never can be happy, 
ſaid I to hes, without enjoying the wifhes · of my / 
beat; there ſore why ſhould I renounce the only - 
| Hheppineſs to which can have any pretenſions? 
We fill be abfelutely deſtitute -of- the conve- 
mences of life, but they are ufeleſs to thoſe: that 
eu, how to deſpiſe them Love, they ſay, 
has made painters of ſome; he will work ſuek 
another miracle in my favour; and, perhaps; ren- 
der: me fit to labour, which hitherto E have not 
been able to do. And do you regard 85 nothing, 
fad my mother, the pangs that you would ex- 
perience at the ſight of perhaps a large family, 
W . * Provide. for them thoſe 
l | conveniencies 
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conveniencies which, though for yourſelf, you 
have regarded as ſuperfluities, will appear to you 
abſolutely neceſſary for them? - You will then re- 
fle@ upon youiſelf, and ſay, theſe innocents are 
the victims of the patſion which gave them birth; 
Jam more like their ſtep- mother than their ge- 
nuine parent; Tam aceduntable to them both 
for their education, and their ſetilement, neither 
of which I can provide for them. Believe the 
experience 1 have had, my dear d my love 
for your father, made me look upon the conſe. . 
quences of our. marriage without the leaſt appre- 
kenſion; æ deſert, with him, faid Eto myſelf, will. 
be a ſufficient ſettlement for me. Alas! I knew - 
not what it Vas to bea mother] but immediately 
upon your coming into the world, I felt myſelf... 
in thoſe dreadſul eircumſtances ſo much fear for 
you; I preſented. to my imagination all the hor . 
ror of your. future life; IWas cantinually re- 
proae hing myſelf for it; and, though: I have. 
ſpared no pains to ſoften the rigour of fate, L am 
meme, htm ton which your paſſion aug: 
ts... Eſee, with the utmoſt concern, that the 
— I have occaſioned by being a flave to 
my paſſion, are never to have an end. No, mo- 
ther, ſaid I, throwing myſelf on my knees; you... 
have convinced: me of the raſhneſs and folly. of 
the ſtep I was going to take; E put myſelf unden 
your direction, and defire you will: tear from my- 
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of wounding it. What! ſhall I aggravate. the. ; 
misfortunes I have brought · upon you, from the 


| inſtant of my birth? No, rather let me die a thou- | 


ſand times. But have compaſſion on me, and 
ſend me far from M. des Eſſarts, whoſe fight will; 


only plunge the fatal ſhaft Rill deeper; and Hea- 


ven avert from him the torments-I endure. Alas! 
my dear, the-very-with, I made in favour of my 


lover, would have compleated my misfortune z - 


but I knew- too well, my prayer - would: not be 


granted, and deſpair would have. been my por- 


tion if it had. All my comfort conſiſted in his- 


tenderneſs ſor me; for, as ſome hearts ſeem formed 


for each other, by a mutual ſenſibility at firſt- 


meeting, ſo I knew muyſelf miſtteſs of his heart, 
though he, beſide this, had never made any de- 


clatation of his paſſion to me. My mother, who 
fincerely- partook of my grief, was another com- 
fort to me; ſhe freely owned des Eſſarts was wor- 


thy of any tenderneſs, but ſhe thought I carried 


it to exceſs. She then acknowledged that his 
merit in ſome meaſure deſerved it, and made me 


conceive that a thouſand things might happen, 


capable of changing our lot. Des Eſſarts, ſaid. 
the; is young; he has very ſuperior talents, and. 
only wants friends. A marriage at his age might 
oil his fortune. If God has deſtined you for 


each; other, his Providence will bring about your 


| union; you may rely upon his conſtancy; and L 
| give you- my + en never to force you to give 
your 
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your hand to another, though the offer ſhould be 
ever ſo advantageous, while there remains any 
reaſon. to Hope I may one day call him my fon. 
This conduct and diſcourſe of my mother, con- 
firmed my courage and encreaſed my reſpe& and 
love for her; ſhe ſeemed to deſerve the ſacrifice 
ſhe enacted from me, and I made the utmoſt ef- 
forts, to bring myſelf into a condition to obey her 
at all events. My dear mother was preparing to 
ſpeak to madam des Eſſarts in order ta bring her 
over to her way of thinking, when ſhe received a 
letter from Marſeilles, which informed her that 
ſhe was left heireſs to one of her aunts, who was 
juſt dead; ſhe was not very rich, but her fortune 


was ſufficient to ſnatch us from thoſe circum-- 
ſtances my mother dreaded for us; and ſhe told 
me, with tranfports of joy, that, as Providence 


had declared itſelf in favour of our marriage, it 
| ſhould only be deferred till ſhe could ſettle what 
was left her, which ſhe would make over to us. 
I fell at her knees, and teſtified my joy and gra- 
titude by my ſilence and tears; at laſt I told her, 
that nothing in the world was capable of ſeparat-. 


ing me from her; and that I never would con- 


fent that ſhe ſhould ſtrip herſelf of a fortune 
which would be as much ours in her hands as in 
our own. She did not hearken to me, ſhe was: 
too much taken up with joy; two months ac- 
 quaintance with my lover had diſcovered his 
noble 9 to her, ſo that ſhe was almoſt as. 

fond 
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fond of him as I was, and highly enjoyed his- 


ſurprize and tranſports; they had no bounds, 
but they made the ſame impreſſion on him, that 


mine did on me. A quick ſenſation is. produc-- 


tive only of ſilence, from the impoſſibility of 
— convey; 2 idea of what: 


we feel. 


a Mr naar ſent a procuration to a merchant: 
of Marſeilles to act for her; but, in ſpite of all 
his care and pains, fix months were elapſed with-- 
aut coming to any concluſton, which determined 


her to go there herſelf. Des Eſſarts went with. 
her, and my heart ſeemed to be torn aſunder at 
parting wich two: perſons-1 fo dearly loved, in 
ſpite of the hopes I had of foon ſeeing them 


again; it ſeemed to foreſee the diſmal. caraſtsophe 


that was going to ſeparate. me for many years 


from my mother, and fur ever from my lover. 
Her affairs were prefently ſettled; and des Ef-- 
farts, when he gave us an account how they had 


ſpent their time, acquainted us they had fixed 


upon a day for their return, and he would take 


care to let us know. it; when; at once, all in- 


tercourſe between us was ſtopped : public re- 
port informed us, that the plague had broke out 


m Marſeilles, .and that alt. communication witk 


its inhabitants was cut off: In the firſt fallies of 

my grief F would have gone to ſhare the danger 

of my mother. and my lover: but madam des 
E :} Eſſarts 
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Eſſarts being informed of my reſolution, made 
my patronefs acquainted with ii: who, fear-- 
ing left I ſhould eſcape fram them, ordered me 
into a convent.. There, for. fix months, I felt 
the moſt inexpreſſible tormenis; they were 
afraid I ſhould loſe my. ſenſes, and E can't con- 
ceive how it was poſſible. for me to live in ſuch: | 
agony. L figured to myſelf my mother and 
lover, a prey to all the horrors of this dreadful? 
evil, without friends, and perhaps without mo- 
ney, in that unhappy: city; for they were not 
ſure they ſhould receive any from the unlucky 
legacy. At the expiration of fix. months, at 
that very. inſtant when I was upon the verge of 
putting an end to my troubles by the approaches 
of death, which Finceſſantly called to my aſſiſt- 
ance ; at the end of ſix months, 1 fay, my be- 
nefactreſs received a letter, through the channef 
of the biſhop of Marfeifles, who had the chari- 
ty to take the charge of it. It was wrote by- 
my mother's own Hand; and, as E have pre- 
ſerves i it, I will tranſcribe. it for you” 


«LET us-adore the fecrets of the divine 
Providence, my dear Julia; it is he that, from 
all eternity, had decreed our journey under theſe 
diſmal cireumſtances; ; his deſigns are unknown 
to us; therefore, though they may appear ra- 

| ther rigorous and harſh, let us chearfully ſubmit: 
20d firmly believe WER are the ee of wiſdom,.. 

_ goodnels,.. 
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goodneſs, and mercy. God has hitherto, ſup- 
ported us with a paternal care, which makes us. 
hope, we ſhall one day meet. Once more, my 


dear daughter, let us adore his decrees, and kiſs 


the hand that ſtrikes us. 


Uroan my arrival at Marſeilles I took lodging 
at a mantuamaker” 's, Who had a great many 
cloaths to make of printed linens, which were, 
fraudulently conveyed into the city, and conſe- 
quently had not performed quarantine; and the 
deadly poiſon with which they were impregnated. 
 Communicatedevery where - The effects of it were 
felt ſome days, before the cauſe was ſuſpected. 
The ſurgeon of the galleys, named Crouſet, 
was one of the firſt that ſuſpected the nature of 
be evil, and he acquainted the magiſtrates that 
he had viſited ſeven ſick people, Who died with. 
'peſtilential boils upon them. I don't know if 
theſe. gentlemen looked upon his fears as ill- 


founded, or whether they were willing to put a: 


ſtop to the terror of this horrible diſeaſe ; but 
this is certain, that they ordered him to be im-- 
prifoned ; others, intimidated- by his example, 
gave out, that this eyil proceeded from the ex 
ceſſive quantity of fruit eaten by the poor, 
which had been very abundant this year, and 
this we found the prevailing notion when we ar⸗ 
rived—As ſoon as we had heard. the ſurgeon- Is 
major's opinion, having finiſhed our affairs, we 
determined to poſtpone our journey no longer. 
than. 
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than the next morning, the road being ſtill open; 
but about ſix o'clock at night, as I was buſy in 
packing up my portmanteau, I found myſelf ex- 
treamly ill. The town was full of reports; and 
the people where we lodged, in the firſt acceſs 
of fear, which ſeemed well founded, gave us to 
underſtand, that we might look for another 
lodging and could not be prevailed upon to let us 
lay there that night. Our firſt intention was to 
leave our portmanteau behind, and to go out of 
the town as ſoon as I had got the better of my 
weaknieſs ; but I was ſtopped from a principle 
of Juice," which'perſuaded me, if it was true 
that I really had the plague, that T ſhould do 
wrong to expoſe the whole province to ſave my 
life. I therefore determined to throw myſelf into 
the arms of Providence; I prayed des Eſſarts to 
look out for a lodging for me, and to provide 
for his own ſafety, by going away from me. He 
rejected this propofal with horror, declaring he 
would ſhare my fate. I had a high fever and 
was ſcarce able to ſupport myſelf ; he conjured 
me to exert my utmoſt efforts to walk ſlowly to 
ſome inn; for if they once ſuſpe&ed T was ill, 
they would refuſe me entrance. We loaded a 
porter with our pormanteau, which gave us the 
appearance of people juſt arrived, and favoured 
our admittance. In the houſe where we went, 
there were already three perſons ſeized with 

%s A and . them was the land- 


lord; 
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end this wife ſectned ſurpriaed that we ſhould = 
_ometo Marſeilles at ſuch a critical time ; and 
thave. returned: back again immediately; ſhe then 

ordered a maid ſervant to conduct us to a cham- 
wer, and to. get our ſupper and beds ready. 
Des Eſſarts, who longed for us to be left at our 
Aberty, coli her, he would pay for our ſuppers 
but that I was ſo fatigued, I wanted to go to 
bed immediately-; and that, as for his part, he 
Jhould. only ſlep out to finiſh his affairs and go 


ll away again as ſoon as poſſible. This was nat 


' +his, intention;; and, even if e had deſigned it, 
it wus uo longer practieable; for: the next day 

all communication was brake off: and, on the 
Other hand, I was in no condition to attempt it. 
I vas hardly in bed, before my diſorder increaſed 

I upon me conſiderabiy, and I had no longer any 
A doubt about the nature of it; for I felt incredi- 
die pains in my legs and under my armpits, and 
tome. tumors had already made their appearance 
in other parts pf my body. Notwithſtanding 
All.this, Iwas obliged :to: uffer des Effarts,to,go 
-out, Who locked me in, aud was abſent above 
Four. hours to provide himſelf auith ſuch things as 
werte neceſſary far us. Shall I tell yon, my dear 
child, that his lang abſence made me fear, that 
the horror of this dreadful diſeaſe had produced 
he common effect upon him, and that he hal! 
als abandoned me. I reſigned myſelt to 


„ 
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this new trouble, and thanked the Lord for his 
-goodneſs, that had permitted me to confeſs in 
the morning, and to receive the holy ſacrament, 
that I might. be guarded againft the dangers of 
the journey. Though 1 had araging thirſt, 1 


dared not call any body to my Miſtance ; but, at 
laſt, when. I thought I was arrived at the very 


ſummit of my misfortunes, des Eflarts came in 
followed by a man, Who brought ſome bags, 
which he ſet down in the adjoining chamber to 
mine; then, your lover ſhut the door ; and, with- 
out amuſing himſelf with-aſking my pardon for 
his delay, fell-:to-work to make p a remedy. fur 
me, which he had heard, in ſuch gaſes, much 
bonſtsd of. Ne cut ſame large onions through 
the middle, and ſtrewed a great deal of ſalt and 
pepper upon them, and 1 applied them to the 
places Where I felt any pain; he then made me 
a ptiſan, and ſet a pot upon the fire, which he 
had provided himſelf to make fome broth. The 
remedy had encreaſed my fever to a conſiderable 
degree, as he malle me at the ſame time take ſome 
Venioe treacle; this produced a copious ſwent, 
and in a few hours the boils ſwelled to a prodi- 
gious fize; he then had the courage to open 
them himſelf, and applied to them a certain 
drug, whoſe name I don't cecollect. When 
my ſweat was over he had the precaution to 
burn my ſhift and my cloaths; and to make ſnort, 


ac the fifth day he thought me, as I abſolute- 
* | 


* 
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ly: was, out of danger, by the great ſuppuration 
pProceeding from the places laid open. Then it 
was that he acquainted me with the reaſon of 


his long abſence, and determination not to call in 
any ſt ranger to my aſſiſtance. . 


Jou know „* locked me in when he went 
ovt, with a deſign to get ſomething to make the 
. and intended to be back in a few mi- 
nutes. When he went into the kitchen, he 
found the landlzdy in a great fury, becauſe they 
had taken her huſband and two of her children 
to carry them to the hoſpital. Des Eſſarts was 
then appriſed of the order to ſhut up all the ſick 
there; and,  ſhuddering for fear they ſhould 
| ear me from him, took the reſolution rather to 
do without any aſſiſtance: to that end he ran 
all over the city to get ſuch things as he thought 
neceſſary for me; as chickens, | &c. and told 


| the landlady, that, in order to prevent his mo- 


ther being expoſed to the contagion, he would 
keep the two rooms where we were, and not let 
any body come in, and that he himſelf, would 
come for whatever was wanted. It was only 
dive days after this, that I am now ſpeaking of, 
that he went down into the inn, which he found 
WT hut; it ſeems the landlady had been attacked 
Wl with the plague, and had periſhed with all her 
ü e family : : the ſervants had made their eſcape, 


_ | and in their wandte ai confuſion never once 
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thought upon us. He might immediately have 
called from the window to have the door 
opened; but as we had yet proviſions enough 
to laſt us a week, he reſolved to allow this 
time for my recovery, which ended ſo hap- 
pily. He then went out for the firſt time, and 
came back ſeized with horror. There was no- 
thing to be ſeen in the ſtreet, and before every 
door, but ſick people, who, confounded with 
the dying, were abandoned by the whole world, 
the hoſpital not being large enough to contain 
them. Few other people were to be met with, 
no body daring to appear abroad but through 
abſolute neceſſity. Des Eſſarts was at a loſs 
where to get proviſions, when happily he met 
the biſhop of Marſeilles, who, in company 
with ſeveral ecclefiaſtics, was carrying both ſpi- 
ritual and corporal ſuccours to the ſick in gene- 
ral, without diſtinction. This worthy prelate 
was not above paying me a. viſit, and through 
his care I wanted for nothing to this day. 
F inding my health perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, and 
that I had recovered ſurpriſing ſtrength, I thought 
J ought to dedicate myſelf to the ſervice of the 
ſick; I could do it without great danger, ſince 
the phyſicians had declared no body could have 
the plague twice; but 1 found by experience 
they themſelves were deceived, or were willing 
to deceive others; however relapſes are certain- ' | 
ly very uncommon. God has been pleaſed to 
15 | ' preſerve | 
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Preſerve both des Efarts and me to this day; 1 

have not been able to keep him in his room, he 
thinks e charity obliges him to riſk his life to ſuo- 
cour his brethren. For this purpoſe he has bold- 
ly offered kimſelf to the biſhop to diſtribute pro- 
viſions ; 5 and Has ſaved many of the ſick, by fol- 
lowing the ſame method he took with me. His 
zeal does not hinder him from taking every pre- 
caution prudence exacts; neither does the con- 

fideration of his own ſafety ſtifle his humanity. 
We had received twenty two thouſand livres 
o days before I fell ſick, of which he has al- 
ready diſtributed nine thouſand, embracing with 
4rapſport the permiſſion 1 gave him 'to make uſe 
of that ſum; and truſting to Providence for 
Himſelf i in caſe he ſurvives the danger. Amidſt 
the horrors of | our dreadful ſituation we always 
think of you; we ſhare in each others troubles, 
but tremble leaſt you ſhould deſpair ; and we 
look upon the poſſibility of your hearing from 
us, as our greateſt good. We may likewiſs 
hear from you, if you ſend your anſwer to the 
archbiſhop of Paris for the biſhop of Marſeilles. 

Study to deſerve, by your ſubmiſſion to the will 
of Heaven, that the Almighty may continue to 
ſhelter us with bis wings; ; remember the hairs 
of our head are numbered. Call often to your, 
mind the words of our divine Maſter, my deareſt 
daughter, my deateſt friend. As for us, we 
* Oey * like the three children in the fiery 
furnace; 


TY 
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furnace; though ſurrounded by the dead and dy- 
ing, if God does but forbid the flame fram hurt 
ing us, we ſhall come out of this devouring fire 
without any harm, if it be his blefſed will. 
When you recommend us in your prayers to 
Heaven, don't forget our good biſhop, who dax 
and night expoſes a life much more precious 
© than ours; and who, like another Aaron, throws 
himſelf with his cenſer amidſt the dead and dy- 
ing, to wichhold the ſward of the exterminating 
angel, and to endeavour to mitigate the anger of 
God upon this unhappy people.” A 


IMAGINE to yourſelf, if it be poſſible, my 
a Joys» My grief, my fears, my. hapes, when 1 
received this letter. I was alternately the ſport 
| of each of thele ſeveral paſſions, without being fix- 
ed to either 3 at length, religion ſeemed to;prevaily ' 
I ſay, ſeemed, for my reſignation fell far ſhort 
of the duties of a Chriſtian, Blind that I was, 
IJ thought I performed an heroic action by truſt 
ing into the hands of the Almighty thoſe lives on 
which my own ſeemed to me to depend; and yet 
my motives were very imperfect. The fear of 
provoking the Lord by my murmurs, and of his 
turning away his help from my mother, and 
lover, was ſtrong enaugh to ſtifle them; I was 
afraid leſt God ſhould revenge upon them my 
| n his decrees; ſo that my ſubmiſſi- 
n Cc * on 
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4 is. longer than SR x5 you ar 
i * 4 


ent | nejfell quite reſigned ; and this 


Hhadow of virtue appeared ſo ſtrong to theſe good 


nuns, that they perſuaded themſelves, that God, 
by giving me ſuch an heroic courage,” had call- 


ed me to the greateſt things; in conſequence of 


which, they thought the acquiſition of one like 
me, would be productive of the greateſt good t to 
their houſe— One of them, in whom I placed a 
great deal of confidence, told me, that ſhe looked 


upon the misfortune that had happened to me, 
and thoſe with which I was threatened, as a mark 


of my vocation to a religious life ; that God, in 


having deprived me of all that was dear to me in 
this world, intended to ſhew me that my whole 
attachment ſhould be to him; and, that therefore 
I ought to ſtay in their houſe, if J had the mis- 


fortune to loſe M. des Eſſarts. My heart eager- 


ly ſeized this thought; and I threw myſelf upon 
the nun's neck, and prayed her to retain the 


good will that ſhe and her companions had for 


me; aſſuring her that I ſhould not heſitate one 


moment to renounce the world, if I loſt all 


hopes of being united to des Effarts. From 
this moment my grief was more ſupportablez 
I was pleaſed with the notion of ſacrificing my- 


ſelf to the manes of my lover, ſuppoſing that 1 
5 fi} | Was 


* 
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was to loſe him but 1 was a ſtranger to the 
real motives, and was actually the dupe of my 
own paſſion in my vocation, as well as in my 
reſignation, I had wrote an anſwer to my mo- 
ther, and conjured her to take care: of herſelf, 
for my ſake ; and to employ all her influence 
over des ggflarts, to prevent his ſacrificing his 
life to his zeal ; I hinted my doubts of my lo- 
ver's exiſtence. Why, faid I, did not he con- 
firm it by one word from his own hand? It is 
not natural to ſuppoſe he has not wrote to me; 
you conceal his death, through fear of my de- 
ſpair; but the uncertain ſlate I live in on this 
very account, is a thouſand times more terrible 
than the aſſurance. of his death. I concluded, 
by informing her of my deſign to turn nun; and 
how little it would coſt me, if the misfortune _ 
that I dreaded was paſt recovery; and conjured 
her, in that caſe, not to delay giving me her 
| conſent, that I might compleat my ſacrifice, 1 
don't know how I could bring myſelf to doubt 
one moment about the loſs of des Eſſarts, his 
ſilence ought to have informed me of it; but 
the firſt emotions that I felt on reading my mo- 
ther's letter were ſo violent, that I was in no 
condition for reflexion. During ſix months I 
paid dearly for the momentary hope that had de- 
ceived me; I was all this time without hearing 


any news: and being perſuaded, from this long 


| Hove, that I had nothing to expect, I entreat- 


8 : wes the _—_ 5 the unhappy des Eflarts's 
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ed the nun my friend, to employ all ber intereſt 
in the convent to accelerate the favour ſhe had 
made me expect. She heard my propoſal with 
joy 3 a chapter was held for this purpoſe, and I 
was unanimouſly received, though I had not 
any fortune. My talents ſupplied thar want, 
in a houſe ſupported by the boarders My, whom 
in 4 few years they intended to put under my 
management. This was the only motive of that 
eagerneſs they had ſhewn, and which, I be- 
heved, ſprung from compaſſion, charity and 
friendſhip. They could not admit me without 


permiſſion from the biſhop, who, I thought did 


net know me, fo that I little expected any diffi- 
euky on his part; I was therefore very much 
. ſurpriſed, when I learnt he had refuſed his con- 
ſent for my taking the habit. I wrote a letter 
to him in the moſt reſpectful terms to know the 

reaſon of it; in conſequence of which he came 
directly to the convent; where, after having in 
vain endeavoured to convince me, that I had no 
other vocation but that of deſpair; he was at 
' ſt obliged to confeſs, that he had received a 
letter from my mother, begging of him not to 
ſuffer me to diſpoſe of myſelf before her return. 
I conceived immediately the reaſon that had pre- 
vented my mother from writing to me; and, 
though I had prepared myſelf to receive this 
ſtroke, I could not help gwing way to the grief, 


death 
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death gave me. I fainted at the biſhop's 8 feet, | 
and was above ſix hours in this conditiqn, agi- 
tated by violent convulſions, which made them 
fear I was dying. The nuns, wWho had loſt all 
hopes of reaping any advantage from my recepti- 
on, unwilling to expoſe themſelves to any trou- 
ble, which my condition might. bring upon them. 
declared to the biſhop in pretty harſh terms, that 
| they could, not keep me.. This worthy prelate,. 
' enraged. at their inhumanity, ordered me to be 
carried to madam des Eſſarts in the condition I 
was in: he had the generoſity to aſfure that lady 
he would not abandon me, and never left me till 
he had recommended me to the care of a phy- 
fician and nurſe, charging them to ſpare no ex- 
pence to ſave my life. After ſome hours I re- 
covered the uſe of my limbs ; ; but was deprived. | 
of my ſenſes for. twenty ſeven days by a violent. 
fever, which made them deſpair of me; when, a: 
ſudden criſis brought me out of danger. Though 
1: had no fever, 1 was inſenſible the three firſt 
days of my recovery; the weakneſs « of my organs: 
' ſeemed to have deſtroyed. the faculty of thinking 
in me; 1 then enquired for my mother, and des 
Eſſarts, and complained. of their backwardneſs 
to aſſiſt me; and if it had not been for the ſtrong 
aſſurances. of the phyſicians, madam des Eflarts 
would have been in pain for my ſenſes. When 
I had recovered my ſtrength a little, they gave 
| me. to underſtand, that J had lain at the point of 
; 2 death; 


/ / 
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þ death; and I could not forbear ſhuddering; 
when 1 thought of the conſequence of ſuch a 
death, with reſpect to my ſoul. An honeſt prieſt 
took 'the advantage of this glimpſe of returning 
' reaſon; and my paſſion being deadened at the 
approaches of eternity, left me at liberty to 
liſten to him: I agreed that, God being the 
the author of my loſſes, I could not, without 
the moſt horrible impiety, oppoſe his adorable 
decrees. - Theſe good ſentiments encreaſed with 
my ſtrength, and the exhortations of my ſpiri- 
| tual guide put the finiſhing hand towards making 
me what religion or reaſon required. Don't 
aſk me an exact detail of my ſituation ; I con- 
ceive it, but cannot deſcribe it. Though my 
will was reſigned, yet my heart and ſenſes 
were overwhelmed with grief; from whence 
1 proceeded the moſt violent pangs every inſtant. 
I became abſolutely neceſſary to make a ſa- 
orifice, and, as it were, tear away part of 
myſelf; I am not afraid to ſay it, ſuch a 
ſituation is worſe than death; or, rather, it is a 
"perpetual torment. I had not given over all 
thoughts of becoming a nun; and the prieſt I 
told you of, had prudence enough not to oppoſe 
my reſolution at ſo critical a juncture; on the 
contrary, he flattered my phrenzy, and pro- 
miſed to aſſiſt me with all his power, in order to 
WO attain what he ſhould have reaſon to believe was- 
be will * = wrote to one of his ſiſters, 
4 | who 
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who was Abbe of a convent of Bonedi lite nuns, 5 


near Paris, deſiring her to receive me. But be- 


fore he ſent this letter away, which was to fulfil. 
my only wiſh in this world, he exacted from me 

a promiſe not to precipitate my taking the habit, 

and to live ſometime as a ſecular in this convent, 

I willingly agreed to theſe injunctions, becauſe 1 
thought my reſolution fixed ; z, and perceived the 

dawn of peace in my breaſt from the moment L 

flattered myſelf that I was capable of Om 

adieu to the world. 


TAI hh of f, though not far ad- 
vanced in years, was poſſeſſed of many uncome - 
mon qualities; ſhe had the true ſpirit of piety, 
a ſoul incapable of any meanneſs, a conſummate 


_ prudence, reſolution and ſweetneſs ; but, above 


all, a tender charity, which induced her to make 
great allowances for the involuntary ſoibles of 
thoſe. whom ſhe governed: ſhe knew how to 
wink at and bear with them, without encou- 
raging them by a mean approbation, which often 
is interpreted for good nature, and in reality is 
a weakneſs, It was her duty only which ſet 
bounds to this condeſcenſion, of which I ſtood 
ſo much in need, Add to theſe rare, qualities, ax 


ſuperior underſtanding and a great ſimplicity of 

heart · ; in one word, ſhe was a moſt accompliſh- 

ed woman. She received me, and treated me 
ke a * perſon, that bad nced of a deal of 


C 5 nurſing 3 * | 


— 
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nurfing ;- ſhe agreed that I had ſuffered a great 
loſs ; and, far from condemning the tears which L 
med night and day, I faw her frequently ready 
to mix her tears with mine, which is a moſt in- 
fallible way to relieve the unhappy ; we love to 
be pitied, and are apt to revolt againſt a harſh- 
auſtere comforter, who ſtrives to make us conſi- 
der our grief as a weakneſs. I paſſed ſome 
months in this houſe without hearing one word: 
of my director; for, as my whole thoughts 
were taken up, I did not regard his filence,. 
much, eſpecially as he was very exact in for- 
warding my mother's letters to the lady abbeſs, 

who continued to ſend me word that ſhe enjoy- 

eil perfect health, though, as one may fay, in 
te jaws of death. At laſt TreflieQed that he 

never accompanied theſe letters with one word: 
of his own writing, for me. Such a ſilence, 

after ſo lively a charity, appeared to me very 


| extraordinary; and, in order to diſcover the 


motive of it, I begged leave of the abbeſs to 

write to him, to thank him for his attention in 
Having procured me the only relief of which nay 
fituation was capable. I likewiſe obſerved to him 
How truly 1 acknowledged his goodnels, and the 


l patience he had ſhewn with regard to me. I a 


ſured him that my reſolution to dedicate myſelf 
to the Lord grew ſtronger every day; that I 
ghed for the happy moment when I ſhould be 
eee to do it; . begged of him to 
2 | ſhorten 


— 
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gore the time alloted for ſo uſcleſs a probati- 
on, from a certainty that nothing in this world 
could poſſibly prevail on me to alier my reſoluti- 
on. oe him to obſerve that it could no 
longer be looked upon as the effect of deſpair, , 
becauſe I was become perfectly calm; and, as a 
proof, I appealed to the lady abbeſs, who could 
give him an account of the ſtrength of my voca- 
| | tion. 1 received the follow ing a anſwer. 


1 From M. 6 6 1% Jour A. 


« DO not be furprized, mademoiſelle, at 
having been ſo long without receiving any news 
from me; my ſilence does not proceed from an 
coolneſs in my heart for your welfare, at a time 
when it is more wanted than ever; but I 
thought I ought to abandon you for ſome time 
to your grief; . it had taken a turn which ſecured . 
you from. any apprehenſions of its exceſs; and 
your reſpectable abbeſs, to whom I have always - . 
wrote, has had. the goodneſs to acquaint me 
with the progreſs that you made every day in 
your reſignation to the order of the Moſt High. 
Lactually believe you are now in a proper ſtate 
to hear with humility what I am going to tell 
you from God, and I beg of him to grant you 
Patience. I know I am going to open your 
wounds again, and perhaps make new ones; but 
I cannot er with you without betraying my 
function, 
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Fun&tion, and making myſelf unworthy of he 
confidence you have placed in me ; this obliges 
me to make freſh efforts io reſtore you to your- 
ſelf, and to that ſtate which God requires of you. 


1 told you at the beginning of this letter, that 
your grief had taken a turn that ſecured you 
from any apprehenſions of its excels ; ; I muſt ex- 


plain this expreſſion to you, which is not very 


exact; for your reſolution to become a nun was 
really an exceſs ; I only meant to ſay, that i was 
under little apprehenſions of the conſequences, | 


becauſe I had a great reliance on the return of 
your reaſon before the time that F had fixed for 


your engagement; and the lady abbeſs had pro- 
miſed to let me know, before ſhe would permit 


you to take the habit. The idea of burying 
yourſelf with your lover, has amuſed your heart; 
and the more horrer there appeared in ſuch a ſa- 
erifice, the greater was your eagerneſs to offer 
it to the idol that reigns in your breaſt : that 
word has flipped from me, mademoiſelle, not- 
withſtanding my determination to be more re- 
ferved in my explanation to you. God was only 
"the pretext for an impious ſacrifice you intended 
| for his creature; the very moment that your lips 
© pronounce the ſacrilegious vows which, in appear- 
; ance, would conſecrate: you to him, you only ſacri- 
' fice yourſelf to the prophane love of a vile creature. 
Our God is a jealous God; he rejects the unclean 


* heart, andyour's ix not puregnoughtobeaccepred. 


Tou, i 
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Vou, notwithſtanding your ſeeming reſignation, 
rebelled againſt the orders of Providence, and 
your refignation is mere grimace. If your life 
had been dearer to you than your liberty, you 
would have offered it to the manes of your lover; 


but you ſaw plainly that death would too ſoon 


have relieved you from your pains, and you pro—-— 
poſe to yourfelf an exquiſite pleaſure in ſpinning; 
them out, by entering into a ſtate, which you 
confeſs you always abhorred. You certainly 
' have no vocation, 1 dare anſwer for it; and a. 
true vocation only can ſupport the hardſhips that 
are met with in a monaſtic life, and which are 
imperceptible to the eyes of thoſe whom God 
calls to that ſtation ; at leaſt they are ſoftened: 
by the grace which they receive. On the other: 
hand, theſe hardſhips are an anticipated hell to- 
thoſe who introduce themſelves through prophane 
motives, If you are inſenſible to what religion 
requires of you, hearken to the voice of nature; 
remember your poor mother, who will be left with | 
out help, without comfort, without ſupport: what: 
a return for all her tenderneſs for you? Fhere ſend: 
you a letter ſhe juſt now wrote me; if your heart 
is not quite depraved, you muſt be melted. when 
you figure to yourſelf the extremity to which ſhe: 
is reduced. If you delay to relieve her from the- 
apprehenfion of your retreat, I am perſuaded you 
will ſoon have her death to reproach yourſelf 
with; it is not, that ſhe would refuſe to offer 
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you to, the Lord, if he demanded ſuch a ſacri- 
fice, for then ſhe proteſts ſhe would conduct you 

do the altar with courage, and perhaps with joy; 

- but ſhe-is convinced as well as Jam, that God 
does not call you to a recluſe life. The plague 
is intirely ceaſed, and ſhe is getting ready to come 
to you as ſhortly as the roads are free, which 
will be ſoon: but this reſolution is conditional; 
for ſhe aſſures me, if you have the barbarity to * 
abandon her, ſhe will abandon herſelf; and finiſh, . 
at Marſeilles, a Up that ſhe has preſerves nal; 
for your ſake. SS 


Tus letter opened my eyes, _ ods me ſat: 5 
ut value upon my pretended vocation; I hud- 

dered when I thought of the danger I ſhould: 
- have run, by engaging in a ſtate unacceptable - 

to God. All the pleaſing illuſions of my imagi- 
= nation inſtantly vaniſhed; and I firmly reſolved io 
commit myſelf, without. reſerve, to the good 

man, who had opened my eyes. I wrote to him, 

to let him know the change that was wrought in 
me, and.toimplore a continuance of his charitable | 
- counſel... IAikewiſe wrete- to my mother, to aſk 

her pardon for the-freſh' motives of grief which I. 

had occaſioned her; and I begged of her to em- 

brace the firſt favourable moment to come away. 

From this inſtant, I felt myſelf perfectly eaſy in 

my mind; which convinced me that I had fol- 
lowed. the order of Heaven, Des Eſſarts's death, 5 
ſeemed = | 
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ſeemed to me a mark of the divine. mercy, that 
| had deigned to tear. from my breaſt a paſſion, .. 
which had rendered me criminal. before God. The - 
circumſtances: of his death were an additional 
comfort to me; for though I did not exadly 
know the manner of it, I knew that his days were 
ſhortened. by an heroic. act of charity ; was his 
happineſs then to be the. occaſion of my deſpair? 1 
thought him irritated by my tears; and, though 
ſurrounded with immenſe. glory, that he re- 
proached me for entertaining ſentiments unwor- 


thy of a Chriſtian, apd of a woman he had loved, 


only becauſe he thought me virtuous. In ſhort, 
found a thorough change in me in an inſtant, 
and that L was in a ſlate. capable of enjoying the 
hopes of a life of peace; which I dad renounced; ; 
above all-things,. I promiſed myſelf infinite plea- : 
ſure in embracing, my mother, is waiting upon 
her, and in making an atonement for the eclipſe - 
of my tenderneſs The lady. abbeſs compleated 
my ſatisfaction by the eulogium ſhe gave to my 
new ſentiments; and her goodneſs to me encreaſ- 
ing every day, IL with gratitude admitted. her re- 
queſt to ſlay. in the convent till my mother ar- 
rived. I did not wait for it long, I ſoon learnt Ml 
| ſhe was upon the road, and the day ſhe-was to ar- 

rive. The lady abbeſs, who, for my ſake, dread- 
ed our firſt meeting, inſiſted it ſhould be in her 
chamber. It was a diſmal one, and opened all 
wy wounds afreſh, but the Lord ſtrengthened. 
5 mez. 
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me; and my mother, who did not expect to find 

my cure in ſuch forwardneſs, gave a looſe to the 
pleaſures ſhe felt in perceiving herſelf once more 
in my arms. My new benefaQreſs aſked it of her 
as a fayour, to ftay ſome time in the convent; ſhe 
reſpected her as a woman who would willingly 


offer her life as a ſacrifice to God, if it ſhoule 
+ | pleaſe him to demand it. I way yet to learn ſome 


dreadful particulars, which they would not ſuffer 


my mother to tell me, though I ardently wiſhed 


to hear them, till I had given ſufficient proofs that 


I was in a fate of mind capable of ſupporting my 
" ſpirits under this laſt ſevere trial. What follows 
is what my mother then ſaid, and which made 


fuch an impreſſion on my heart, that not a ſyl-- 


lable bas eſcaped my memory. wh 


T 8HALL not repeat to you, mais; what 1 


wrote to my daughter, as ſoon as the biſhop of 


Marſeilles had conſented to take charge of my 
letter, but J ought to tell you the motive that 


engaged des Eſſarts to deprive him of the plea- 


fare of adding to my letter ſome lines in his own 


"band writing; he had always a great fund of 
religion, yet it had never carried him further than 
an utter abhorrence for fin, and the practice of 
the virtue of his ſtation, without giving him any 


idea of the heroic virtues for which he was de- 
figned ; it was during my illneſs he firſt perceived 


It, k appeared to him that God from all eter- 


nity 
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nity had determined to ſtop his journey, to give 
him-an opportunity of becoming a martyr to cha- 
rity ; he was firmly perſuaded that he ſhould not 


eſcape the plague, and that he ought to make 1 


every thing inſtrumental to his anctification, 
which might be looked upon as advantageous in 
the eyes of the faithful. And, by adhering to 

this firſt mark of grace, he obtained ſuch an 
| abundant ſhare, that it enabled him not even to 
except my daughter from the offering, which 
he was about to make to God. He acquainted 
the biſhop with his intention, and this good pre- 
late adviſed him to prepare for the combat, by a 
general confeſſion, which he made to him; when 
that was over, he truly appeared a new man; 
he thought of nothing but Heaven; and, as his 
paſſion would have been the greateſt obſtacle io the 
perfection he ſtrove to acquire, he made that his 
firſt ſacrifice to God. It was not, that he thought 
ol violating the promiſes he had made us, for he 
always thought himſelf irrevocably engaged from 
the firſt moment he gave his word; but death 
breaks all bonds ; and, concluding his certain, he 
thought every hour might be his laſt; and there- 
fore, in theſe laſt moments, he was defirous of 
turning all his thoughts towards God. The fear 
ol reviving in his heart thoſe ſentiments that had 
colt him ſuch infinite pains to overcome, pre- 
vented his writing to you; and, beſides, gave 
me an opportunity of deferring to acquaint you 
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' of his paſſage to a better life, for I cannot call his 
death, which happened ſome days after, by any 
- other name. I perceived, when he came to his 
lodgings at night, that. he was very low; he con- 
ſeſſed to me he thought. himſelf attacked; and, 
in reality, as ſoon as he was in bed, the diſorder, 
appeared. with all the ſymptoms of-leath. He 
thought as 1 did, as to the conſequences of it; 
and, after having conjured me to take care of 
myfelf for: Fulia's. ſake, he defired me hence- 
forward te ſpeak to him only of God and eternity. 
- He waited with impatience for day light, in hopes 
otecunnrng hint of che laſt duties of a Chxiſ- 
tian; and wiſhed te live no longer than to receive 
| all the graces which. the church grants to the dy- 
ing, by the miniſtry of the good biſhop. All this 
night he paſſed in the moſt fervent prayer; and, 
though it. greatly affected me to leavs him im this 
condition, I would not deprive. him of the only 
comfort he expected; I therefore ran to the 
biſhop's palace, which was at a conſiderable diſ- 
- ance. from our houſe; and, notwithſtanding the 
ſtrict orders this good prelate had, given to all his 
ſervants, not to ſend any away that demanded to 
ſpeak to him, I was a long while before 1 could 
perſuade them to break his reſt; becauſe it was not : 
more than an hour ſince he had thrown himſelf, . 
with all his cloaths on, down ppon a matraſs. As 
ſoon as he heard the extremity des Eſſarts was in, 
| Wann bis e to dae what was ne- 
. Ceͤſſary 
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eeſſary to adminifter the ſacraments, and followed 
me. Judge of our ſurprize, when we found the 

| houſe open, and diſcovered that the doors had 
been forced; we went up trembling and ſaw, 
with the moſt lively concern, that des Effarts 
was not in his bed. It was eaſy for us to gueſs 
at our misfortune, when we found my ſtrong 
box broke open, and my money taken out. 
There was all the appearance that they galley 
faves, who were charged with the burying of 
the dead, had ſhortened the laſt moments of 
poor des Effarts's life, that they might rob us 
with impunity. The biſhop, after having re- 
commended to me reſignation to the will of God 
in theſe dreadful circumſtances, went out to make 
the neceſſary enquiries ; his friendſhip for des 
Etſſarts engaged him to leave nothing untried to 
diſcover the truth, but all to no purpoſe ; theſe. 
wretches affirmed, that two men, who were in 
the houſe, which was pointed out to them, 
came down with a corpfe, which they put into 
their ſepulchral cart; but they conſtantly denied 
a that they had entered the houſe. - As Marſeilles. 
Was filled with robbers, who every day commit- 
ted the like exceſs, it was impoſſible” to convince. . 
them of a crime, which perhaps they had not 
committed. The biſhop, in about two hours, 
came and told me that my loſſes were irreparable; 
but what he told me afterwards ſerved to mitigate. 
my grief. Be careful of the glory of your ſon, | 


r r * 2 


e „„ 


* 
— . Ju. 
* * 


EE VIRTUOUS WIDOW. 


faid he, when he came up to me; we may look 

upon him s a martyr to charity. Yeſterday, 

juſt before he came home, as he was paſſing 

through the Rue de Paradis, he heard the cries 

of a woman in labour, who was bewailing the 

misfortune of her unhappy offspring, that would 

be deprived. of baptiſm ; ſhe had dragged herſelf 

to a window, and was endeavouring by her cries 

to excite the compaſſion of paſſengers. Des 

Eſſarts, ſeeing the door ſhut, called for a lad- 
der, and getting up to the window, notwith- 

ſtanding the remonſtrances to the contrary, en- 

deavoured. to aſſiſt the dying perſon. It is too 

late, ſaid ſhe, I am dying; but fir, continued JF. 
me, have pity upon the unhappy infant that I 

carry in my womb ; and, às don as I have fetched 
my laſt breath, open me, and endeavour to get 
it chriſtened, for I feel it is till living; and I ſhall 
die ſatisfied, if I could but flatter myſelf to ob- 

/ tain this favour, At theſe words, des Eſſarts's 
zeal was undoubtedly kindled, ſince, notwith- * 
ſtanding the dangg ending ſuch an operation 
upon a peſtilenti Perſon, he promiſed to do as 
ſhe defired him. Scarce was the breath out of 
her body, when he made uſe of a razor he. car- 
Tied in his pocket; and, God guiding his hand, 
he drew forth the child alive; baptized it, and 
was preparing to carry it away, but it died in 
about a quarter of an hour after. The effluvia 


of the venom which exhaled from this woman's 
"Fs a body FI 
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body, have had its effect; or rather the virtues 


of this young man were perfeQed by this laſt ac- 
tion: God haſtened to take from the earth a 
fruit ripe for Heaven. The biſhop afterwards re- 
lieved me from the apprehenſions of abſolute in- 


digence, to which I found myſelf reduced by the . 


robbery which had been committed; he promiſed 
to provide for my ſubſiſtence, and he has hitherto 
kept his word, not only all the time I reſided at 


Marſeilles, but has extended his bounty ſtill fur- 


ther, by making me a preſent of a ſmall ſum of 
money to enable me to return to you.— The re- 
cital my mother made, far from augmenting or 
from rene wing my oro, on the contrary, af- 
forded me a great tion; it is true, I ſhed 


abundance of tears, but they were rather tears of 


Joy than grief; 1 agreed that I was unworthy of 
ſuch a huſband ; my love: for des Eſſarts ſeemed 


5 


changed into venerati F „ and I thought only to 


entertain a moſt reſpe&tul and tender remem- 


brance of him, which I promiſed myſelf to pre- 


ſerve as long as I lived. Ithad even reſolution 
enough, at the interceſſion of the lady abbeſs, to 
get together every circumſtance of his death, and 


io recite it in full community. This is the writ- | 


ing I have juſt now copied, and which I read 


over every day, in order to ſtrengthen my con- 


ſtancy. We ſpent a month in this houſe, and 


had already fixed upon a day for our departure 


for Orleans, when a young novice, for whom 1 


entertained 3 great friendſhip, begged of me to | 


put 


Y * 
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put it off for ſome weeks, that J might be pre; 
ſent at her profeſſion. This girl, by becoming 


nun, ſacrificed the greateſt expectation; for ſhe 


was heireſs to the baron de Batteville, her uncle. 
He was a man about fifty, who never would 
marry, and had brought up this neice, whom he 
loved as his daughter, and had determined to leave 
her at his death an eſtate, which he poſſeſſed, of 
twenty⸗ five ' thouſand livres a year; and had in- 
tended in his life-time, to aſſign over to her a con- 
ſiderable part of it, having taken the neceſſar7 
ſteps for that purpoſe, when her vocation was de- 
olared. He tried er a long time, and would not 


ge his conſent till he was well convinced ſhe 


followed the orders of Heaven, in renouncing the 
world, to which ſhe would have been an orna- 
ment; for her beauty and goed ſenſe were fupe- 
rior to her fortune. Mlademoiſelle de Batteville 
did not tell me the motives that induced her to 
make this requeſt; but ſhie made them known to 
thelady abbeſe, and they were worthy of her heart. 
Ns ſhe knew her uncle's.generoſſty, ſhe hoped to 
affect him by the relation of our misſortunes, and 


to prevail on him to ſetile on us a perifien,' that 


might exempt my mother vam a painful labo- 
mious life, which her health eould not bear. She 
-fucceeded beyond her wiſhes; for the „be- 


fore he had ſeen us, was touched with the recital 
of our misfortunes, and readily conſented to aſſiſt 


s. He carried his generoſity:ſo far, as not to 
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let us know the name of our benefaQor, that he 
might not offend our delicacy. The lady abbefs 

| having ordered my mother to be called two days 
after the profeſſion of mademoiſelle de Batteville, 
put into her hands a contract for ſix hundred 
livres a year, chargeable upon the Hotel-de- 
Ville; and told her that a perſon of quality, af- 
fected with our misfortunes, thought himſelf ob- 
tged to repair them by begging our admittance 
of that trifle; and that he did not require any 
other acknowledgement of our gratitude, but the 
acceptance of that flight benefaction, without en- 
quiring about the perſon who took the liberty to 
offer it. How neceſſary ſoever this ſuocour w- as 
to my mother, in her diſtreſſed ciroumſtances, 
ſhe abſolutely-refuſed to admit it, witheut being 
permitted to expreſs her gratitude; and the ab+ 
deſs was not only forced to tell her it came from 
the baron, but he too was obliged to receive our 
grateful acknowledgements ; he came to the grate 
with a reluctance that enhanced the value of the 
bene faction, which he called a triffe; and begged 
of us with ſo good a grace to moderate our ac- 
Fnowiledgments, that we could not avoid ſup» 
preſſing them, though againſt our will. We ſaw 


him twice beſides, without a poſſibility of introw 


ducing one word of our gratitude, from his dex - 
terity in turning off the converſation whenever he 
pereeived that we endeavoured to expreſs any 
ſenſe of it. This c:ndu@ only tended to en- 
ot creaſe - 
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creaſe it; and I found myſelf quite unhappy, 
that I had it not in my power to pour out my ac- 
knowledgments in his preſence, which have no- 
thing painful in them when they are not exacted 
as a due. One day that I was complaining to 
the abbeſs of the filence he had enjoined us: 
Don't think, ſaid ſhe, that he refuſes them; he 
would be delighted if he could augment thoſe 
ſentiments in your heart by more conſiderable 
| preſents; he would except nothing, but make 
you an offer of his whole fortune, and even of his 
. perſon, if he thought it a gift worthy of being 
offered to a girl of your age. I was diſconcerted 
at this diſcourſe, though I looked upon it as a 
mere joke; but when the abbeſs aſſured me that 
| ſhe ſpoke ſincerely, I could not refrain from tears. 
Ah, madam, faid I to the abbeſs, at the ſame 
time kiſſing one of her hands, how can I ever 
think of baniſhing from my heart a love ſo vir- 
tuous as that which I preſerve to the memory of 
des Eſſarts? How will it be poſſible for me even 
to attempt it? Can I flatter myſelf I all ſuc- 
ceed? He only lives there, and wauld it not be 
_ depriving him of life a ſecond time? I am ſen- 
ſible of the baron's merit, his goodneſs pierces 
my very heart, I look upon him as my father, but 
all this is not love. Shall I not be the moſt falſe* 
and ungrateful of all creatures, if I ſhould pro- 
miſe to love him, when | am perſuaded I ſhall 
never love any one elſe? This would be but a 
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bad return for the honour he does me. I appeal 
to him, and I am ſure he would not condeſcend 
to accept the hand of an unhappy woman, Who 
could not give her heart with it, which he would 
have ſo juſt a title to. Don't appeal to the baron, 
ſaid the abbeſs; he cannot expect to inſpire love 
in the breaſt of a young perſon; it is eſteem, 
confidence, and friendſhip, which he demands, 
and which he thinks himſelf ſure of, from what 
he has been told, and obſerved, of the goodneſs 
of your heart. He does not pretend that he is 
not in love; he even maintains it impoſſible to 
ſee you without; and ſays, he ſhould be aſnamed 
to ſuffer himſelf to be ſurprized by a paſſion ſo 
very improper for one of his age, if your extra- 
ordinary merit did not vindicate him in the eyes 
of all that know you: in ſhort, he adds, that he 
ſhould never have overcome the repugnance he 
Had to marriage, if you had not more virtue h 
beauty; that he ſhould look upon his paſhon ave 
misfortune not in his power' to avoid, and ne 
culpable in him, becauſe it did not depend upon 
him to ſind you leſs amiable: your charms were 
only to blame; why did you appear too lovely be- 
fore him? He would rather bear it with courage, 
than engage himſelf for the ſake of a pretty face 
only; which by accident or ſickneſs, might be- 
come ugly repeat this diſcourſe to you, Which 
he told me this morning, continued the abbeſs; 
and J could not help ſmiling at his droll manner 
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of enpreſſing himſelf, though Tam defire to ſerve 
you both ; for I look upon the baron's love as a - 
reward Ketekeel for you by the Almighty, - to 
compenſate for the ſacrifice you made to your 
duty. Madam, ſaid I, without taking any no- 
tice of this flat:ering ſpeech, may I dare to aſk 
you if my mother is acquainted with the baron's 
love for me; and does the approve of it? Ves, 
my dear Julia, anſwered the abbeſs ; but ſhe will 
not lay her commands on you in this reſpect, 
through a falſe delicacy; the baron's benefactions 
are neceſſary, on account of her bad ſtate of 
| Health, yetſhe thinks ſhe ſhould pay too dear for 
mmer if purchaſed at the expence of your future 


and is ſure you would ſacrifice yourſelf with plea- 
ſure to procure her that competency ſhe ſo much 
ſtands in need of; therefore ſhe had rather de- 
prive herſelf of every thing than lay any conſtraint 
upon you: ſhe begged Lwould ſound your incli- 
nations in regard to this marriage; and, if you 
He wed the leaſt repugnance, ſhe conjured me not 
10 preſs you to it, and to take no notice to you 
of her knowledge of the baron's deſigns. I 
ſhould certainly have kept this a ſecret, if one 
circumſtance had not forced me to violate. itz 


your hand to the baron, to renounce his bene- 
| faQtions, and to return him the bond, which is 
a all the reſource ſhe has. The baron declares he 
1 4 . 


happineſs: ſhe knows your tenderneſs for her, . 


which is, that ſhe is determined, if you refuſe - 
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Tall look up be refafal of ffs HANG SUN hehe 
of your hatred; he is diſtracted for fear you 
ſhould deſpiſe 10 50 beholden to him. In one 
word, my dear Julia, they are both in great agi- 
tations, from which you alone can extricate 
them; and you ought to do it, in friendſhip to his 
ſiſter de Batteville, who is equally diſtracted, to 
think herfelf the occaſion of an accident which is 
. likely to embitter the happinefs of Her uncle. It 
is your duty too, in "tenderneſs to a mother, 
who, from the inſtant of your birth, has made 
herſelf a flave for you in a moſt exemplary man- 
ner. In ſhort, the baron's delicacy demands it 


7 of you, who has aſſured me, it would drive him 


to deſpair, if gratitude for the little ſervices he 
Has rendered you, ſhould force you to get the 


better of your repugnance, in caſe you have any 


10'his perſon; but, as I can but ill expreſs bis 
ſentiments; judge of them yourſelf and read this 
letter, which he deſired me to give you. She 
then gave me his letter, which I am going to 
nen for I weve the original. | 


| Prom the Bara deBATTEV LE 1 Madenifll N 
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teria, 5 | 
Do not know from whence the caſhneſs | 
ariſes of declaring to you the ſentiments you 
| have inſpired; nor upon what foundation to build I 
| ay _ I know every reaſon that ought to 
S; D 2 make 


— 
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make yon look upon it 254. raſh actionz and I. 
haze repeated them to myſelf a thouſand times, 
without being able to prevent my taking a ſtep, 
which I look upon as ridiculous; for, in-ſhort,, 
you ate young, and. I am old; you have loved 
the moſt perfect of all men, and I have very little 
| reſemblance; to you. Any other, but myſelf, 
would boaſt to you the. violence of his paſſion, 
and I have been tempted to do it; but, it is no 
Wonder, L loved you the firſt moment I ſaw; 
you; every one would have done as much: be- 
ſides: I honeſfly confeſs you are under no obliga- 
tion to me for an involuntaty ſentiment ; for if 
my heart had conſultad me before it had diſpoſed 
of itſelf, I ſhauld certainly! have prevented it 
but the thing was done without my Knowledge; 
and, when I perceived it, there was no remedy. 
Sg that there is no motive to induce, me even to 
hope your acceptance of the mean offer I make 
you; and if you refuſe it, I ſhall ſay you are 
right;, and that, if I was in your place, I ſhould, 
do the ſame. However, ſtop a little : if 1 was 
young, handſome, and virtuous, as you are, and 
knew the rectitude, ſincerity, and attachment of 
the heart that is offered to me, I believe I 
ſhould make ſome reflections that might be ad- 
vantagequs to the poor old man; I. ſhouldiſay to 
myſelf, that, with a man of his character, * 
might depend upon a. happineſs, which, though . 
not the moſt lively, W not be liable to 
change; 8 
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change; for when love Teizes grey hairs, it ne- 

ver expires but with the lover. 1 mould fay to 

myſelf, that I ſhould be abſolute miſtreſs of a 

heart that had preferred me to the whole world, 

-a heart conſcious of my worth, that breathed 

'only to render me happy, and to anticipate my 

wifhles. In fine, T ſbould fay to myſelf, that 

4 the brilliant qualities wanting in him, might be 
| umply reconipenſed'by f fentiments of honour, and 
religlon, ant! by ad exemption from vices, 

Which we too often met with in a younger man. 
Methinks, this is what'T ſhould ſay to myſelf, if 

T was in your place; and perhaps theſe refleQi- 

ons, joined With pity for the ills I had occaſion- 

ed, might engage x me to gverlook the diſpropor- 

tion of age and merit. Now ſee, mademoiſelle, 

if you would do for me, what I would do for 

you. As to the reſt, whether you forgive my 

temerlty or look upon it as inexcuſable, it will 

be all the bulb with regard to my ſentiments z 

they are 'confined for the remainder of my life. 

| All I can ver is, that you ſhall be troubled with 

| them but once; if it gives your heart the leaſt 

| pain to be favourable to me, ſay but one word, 
| and an inftantaheous baniſhment ſhall deliver you 

| from the fight. of a man who will only accuſe 
his unhappy fate; and who loves you for your 
own fake ſo truly, that he would ſacrifice the 
half of bis fortune, to reſtore to N the loyer - 
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you deplore, or procure 2 a et 0 | 
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ra have boom ets" wth he boron, 
my dear; and know he had a great deal of good 
ſenſe, and ſimplicity of heart void of diſguiſe; 
and, in ſhort, that he was, what he deſcribed 
himſelf, to be in, this letter. I admired bis ma- 
deſty as to bis fortune, of which he did not ſay 


one word, nor of the unhappy ſituation to which 


1 was reduced; and I found, if my heart had 
been free, I ſhould have loved the frankneſs of 
this honeſt man; but how could L think of mar- 
ry ing him, while it was full of another object, 


Who was abſolute monarch of my ſoul | ? I aſſure 


you this was the only thing that ſtopped my 
conſent, juſt as it was at my tongue's end. I 


_ confeſſed it truly to the lady abbeſs, praying her 


to enforce my reaſons, to M. de Batteville, that 
obliged me to refuſe the honour he offered mez 
at the ſame time I begged of her- to aſſure him, 
that, ſo long as I lived, I ſhould retain the moſt 
lively ſenſe of it; and that I deſired him to be- 


| lieve, after having refuſed his hand, that 1 


would diſdain that of a prince, if it were poſſi- 
ble, 1 ſhould have it in my power to accept it. 
1 had ſcarce ſaid theſe words, when the abbeſs 
rang her bell, which was the ſignal ſhe had given 
10 my mother, and the baron, who was actually 
within the convent, where he was permitted to 
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take his laſt farewell of his niece. They were 
probably very near the apartment, for the door 
opened at, the firſt ſtroke of the bell. I was a 
little out of countenance at ſeeing them come 


from a place where they might have heard every 


thing that had paſſed.; but the abbeſs, who 
would not give me time to make any reffections 
that might. counterbalance the favourable diſpo- 
ſitions ſhe. obſerved in me, congratulated the 
baron upon my conſent to our marriage, and 
upon the happineſs he ought to promiſe himſelf 


with a wife like me. F almoſt believed this lady 


was out of her ſenſes, to conſtrue into a conſents: 
the moſt preciſe refuſal ; and I was juſt upon 
the point of telling him, that moſt certainly IL. 
had not clearly explained myſelf to her, when 
my mother, tranſported with joy, threw herſelf 
upon my neck, and overwhelmed me with ca- 
reſſes, proteſting my refuſal would have been 
the occaſion of her death; and in the ſame 
breath told me, that the baron before he knew 


my anſwer, had forced her to accept the gift of 


ſome land, by bill of fale in her name, and 
which muſt remain her's at all events. Though 


I ſhould have been ſo unjuſt as to refuſe the ho- 


nour he did me, ſuch a noble way of acting af- 
feted me; ſo that I confirmed by my geſtures, 


what they ſuppoſed concluded; and the baron 


gave a looſe to his joy with ſo little diſcretion, 


as to ne eaſily comprehend. that W is 
| D 4 | pot 
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not ſtrong enough to reſiſt the violence of love. 
The abbeſs, who feared, leſt I ſhould change 


my mind, had the precaution to provide a nota- 


ty ; and I was ſo aftonifhed at what happened, 
that the marriage contract was drawn and figned 
before I knew what I did. All the reſt of the 
day I was fo beſet by my mother, the abbeſs, 
che baron, and the young nun, that I had not 
one moment to myſelf. After dinner, the room 
was ſpread with the richeſt ſtuffs, for the baron 
| had ſent his valet to Paris, which was only a 
ſhort league, with orders to bring back in his 


| coach ſome fhopkeepers and matuamakers ; nei- 


ther did he forget the jewels ; each ſhewed and 
- Praiſed his goods: I was preſſed to ehuſe, to 


| give orders, to declared what I liked; my mo- 


ther cried for joy; not that a mercenary view 
was capable of cauſing this emotion in her; the 
was above ſuch meanneſſes ; ſhe only conſidered 
the gifts of my huſband that was to be, as ſo 
many proofs of his love, and as a lucky preſage 
of that happineſs I was going to taſte after ſo 
many croſſes, As to me, I was like thoſe gods 
of the Genies, who have eyes, mouths, and 
ears, Without Wie faculty of ſeeing, ſpeaking, 

ering enn trifiing anfwer flipped 
from me; and if he baron had not been as it 
were Wa, » + of his ſenſes, he might very welt 


have taken me for an ideot, had fo much the 
appearance of one, without being cenſured for 
100 „ On 
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having made a ram judgment; but, happily 
for me, he was intoxicated with! joy, and I vow | 


had Welt wwolile through UOTE to load 
me with preſents. At laſt, madame de Batte- 
ville, ſeeing we came to no concluſion, took 
upon hetfelf the trouble of chufing, ſettling the 
prices, and paying for them, which drew me 
out of à good deal of perplexity. It was with 
difficulty. T prevailed! upon myſelf to appear 
pleaſed with the baron's preſents; not that 1 
deſpiſed them neither; the ardor with which 
they: were given, oriffinent their value to a per- 
ſon, ſo ſenſible of his goodneſs as I was; but, 

a thouſand things occurted to my mind, hien 
Flonged to examine, and ſcarce permitted me to 
give a quarter of my attention: to what was doing 
in the rooms However; fate determided, that 
the baron ſhould find an” expedient to draw me” 
out of this lethatzy, by bis laft prefent, which 
was of — a nature, as 22 eee 
e eee 

Turk Ke; was bete into * abbply's cloſet 
to draw out a copy of the contra} 'of whic 
was to take minutes, a, was wi 
| him, without my being curipas i e 
reiſon of it. Hie preſently came chf with a 

parehment in his hand, and defire me to caſt . 
my * it; I had fcarce read half of it, 
: D 3 | when, 
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when, yielding to the tranſports of my heart, 
and without reflecting upon the great number ok 
people that were in the room, I threw myſelf 
upon his neck, and embraced him with the ut-- 
moſt joy. You will hardly gueſs the occaſion. | 
of ſuch,an extraordinary action, for none but a. 
lover of, the moſt refined ſentiment could have. 
thought of ſuch a, preſent, It was a bond, to 
allow madam des Eſſarts ſix hundred livres year- 
ly. Vou muſt confeſs, my dear, that ſuch an 
attention to every thing that could contribute to 
my pleaſure, ought to excite in me the moſt ; 
lively acknowledgments ; ;. my ſentiments. of gra- 
ꝛitude on this occaſion were ſo ſtrong, as to prer 
dominate over my other paſſion for. ſome mo- 
ments, when I relapſed. into a ſtate of mind that; 
is not to be deſcribedz. and. which had the. ap- 
pearance of à judgment: upon me, I. ſeemed; 
tranſpoeted. into an unknown region, where I; 
went on without any object i in vie w, every ſtep. 
being directed by chance, and without knowing , 
where it would end: every. word, and, every. 
action appeared to me in the light of a dreadful: 
engagement. But, you will ſay, was. not. you 
determined . the. baron? Nou had ſigned 
the marriage contract, nd had accepted his pre- 
ſents. I had dd but it was all. done mechani- 
cally ; as foon as I came to.myſelf, I was com- 
poſed enough to examine into what had. paſſed, | 
I myſelf highly. en regard 11 | 
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the baron. The abbeſs had deceived him; and 
I, by my ſilence, was become the cons in 
her deceit. This honeſt man expected a heart 
which I could not give him; and I was going to 
perjure myſelf by pronouncing the vow to love 
him. I paſſed all the night refleCting in this 
manner; and the next morning very early, 
without ſaying a word, either to my mother or 
the abbeſs, I ran into the parlour, and ſent for-- 
the baron, who had lain that night at the chap- 


lain's houſe, out of the cloyſter. As ſoon as 1 


ſaw him, I-threw- myſelf- on my knees, Nas 
aſking . his - pardon. for the countenance I had 


given to the impoſition-that-had-been made upon- 


him. Immediately. he turned pale, and his 
knees trembled ; and, without giving me any 
anſwer, or «regarding; the poſture I was in, he 
was. obliged to fit down.. During his ſurprize, 
which laſted. but a few minutes, he fixed his 


eyes upon heaven z. and then perceiving I was 


upon my knees, he ſaid, with a tone of vivaci- 
ty, riſe, mademoiſelle; I confeſs," I have paid 4 


dearly for | the - pleaſing. dream of yeſterday; 


however, your happineſs: ought to be preferted 
+3 mine. . You certainly hate me, and it ſnould 
be my care to deſerve your eſteem and pity; 
which you have too much generoſity to refuſe 


me. I give you back your promiſe, mademoi- 


ſelle; and, from this day, will free you from the 


. e you have ſuffered on my account. 
Oh! 
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Oh! moſt generous of mankind, cried I, don't 
condemn: me without a hearing! I hate you! F 


| would tear: my heart to pieces if I thought it ca- 


pable of ſuch injuſtice. You are the laſt man E 
ought to chuſe, becauſe I efteem. you the moſt ; 
and becauſe, of all others, you are the man IL 
ſhould dread moſt to make unhappy ; and ſhould 
not you be ſo, if F was to give you my hand 


without the power of giving you all my afeQi- | 


on? I have ſpent the night in ſounding my heart; 
it cheriſhes you as the tendereſt of fathers ; it 


veſpects you as the beft of friends; and would 


conſent to purchaſe your happineſs at the expence- 


| of the whole world: theſe were the ſentiments. 


that I expreſled yeſterday to the lady abbeſs, and 
which ſhe conſtrued into a conſent, though I did 
not diſguiſe from her that I loved des Eſſarts in 


f ſpite of my utmoſt efforts 3. that I ſhould love 


him as long as I lived; and, that to think of 


| . deſtroying an attachment, reſpected even by 


death, was a taſk above my ſtrength, What 
ſhould you think of a girl who ſhould dare to 
give herſelf to you, with diſpoſitions like theſe > 
Should not you do right to look upon her as un- 


_ worthy of your tenderneſs, who, in return, eg 


repay you only with efteem and friendſhip? Mn, 
charming Julia, ſaid the baron to me, I am the 
happieſt of all mankind, if your refuſal to accept 


my hand does not proceed from hatred, but 


youu Fey of ſentiment, What, ſhall I ever” 
; endeavour. 
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endeavour to make you forget des Eſſarts d That 
z an injuſtice I am incapable of! Far from even 


wiſhing to efface the impreſſion that ſo worthy a. 
lover hay made on your heart, I ſhall reſpect his 
very image. Your- eſteem, your friendſhip,. 
and your confidence, you may grant me; they 
are ſufficient for my happinefs; my conduct 
will augment them. —— Juſt as the baron was: 


endeavouring to expreſs his ſentiments, the par- 
lour door opened, and we immediately perceivedi 
the lady abbeſs and my my mother. We were: 
both upon our knees; for the baron, in the: 
tranſport of his joy had fallen upon his- 
knees; and, not being able to engage him» 
do riſe, I had taken the ſame poſture. Truly, 


ſaid the abbeſs, here is nothing wanting but a. 
prieſt; What, you were going to take the oaths- 
of fidelity to each other without his aſſiſtance, 7 


ner, becauſe ſhe was in doubt about what EF 
might have faid to the baron; and, ſeeing us» 


both ſhed tears, ſhe trembled leſt ſhe ſhould hear 


that all was broke off; but the baron relieved 
her, by praiſing to the kies the-franknefs with 
which 1 had revealed my difpoſition to him. 
Her niece, and two other nuns, came to ac 


quaint us breakfaſt was ready in the abbeſs's par- 
bour, and we immediately went there. Lendea- 


voured to appear gay; and, at leaſt, I ought 
to _ been calm after the declaration of mY 
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es 3 neverthelefs, . TI 'was not; ie re-- 
ſpedctable character of the baron donate to have 
- wrought too much upon my heart; and. this ap- 
peared. to me as an injuſtice, and an outrage. to 


; - the memory of des Effarts: Laſked his pardon for- 


it, and endeavoured to leſſen the-advantageous im- 
preſſions, that M. de Batteville made upon me. 
againſt my will. This ſtrange uneaſineſs made 
ſome progteſs; and, the evening preceding the 
day into which I was to enter into an irtevoca- 
dle engagement, I had a terrible conflict to fuſ-- 
tain. I was ſtartled at the duties I was going to 
lay upon myſelf; the baron had ſeveral times 
told. me he ſnould reſpect in my heart the image 
of my lover 35 but how could I, without a crime, 
ſuffer it to remain there, after having diſpoſed 
of myſelf to another in the face of heaven? I 
doubt if. this terrible thought would: have per- 
mitted me to have kept my promiſe, if Heaven 
bad. not interpoſed in my favour, by ſending me 
a:ſuccour, . which: I moch wanted. and litile ex- 


. * | 


J. M. br Barn: knew the obligations I 
s owed the prieſt who placed me in this houſe ; - 
a nd, being ſenſible of the pleaſure it would give 
me to ſee him, had ſent an expreſs to invite him 
to come and give his benediction at our marriage: 


| the baron was: deſired to contrive it ſo, that it 
i „ ee e to me; ſo that I. 


could 
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could not comprehend the meaning ef ſeveral | 
things that were ſaid in the morning, and which | 
ſeemed. to foretoken ſome great ſatisfaction. 

About noon, L. was requeſted. to go into the ab- 
beſs's. parlour, where, ſome. body, that deſired 

very much to ſee me, was waiting for me, I 

knew. no. body in Paris; and thetefore, as 1 wont, . 

Iwas thinking. with myſelf. who ii could-be ; but 

the moment I ſaw. him, I cried. out for joy; and, 
in the mind I was in, looked upon his coming as 
a bleſſing. ſtom heaven. I laid open my whole 
ſoul to him, and. charged. him with the conſe- 
quences of my marriage, in, caſe he ſhould. ad- 
viſe me to conclude it. This honeſt man bad 
ſuch a thorough knowledge of. my-heart, that he 

brought me to endeavour to render myſelf wor- 

thy of the huſband Heaven had. deſtined for me; 
and to. bring his about nothing was wanting, 

but to diſengage my ſentiments: to this end, my. 
guide made me comprehend how inconſiſtent it: 
was to entertain any but reſpec᷑t and. veneration:. 
for, an- object that required nothing more from 

me; he commanded me, in the name of God 
and des Eſſarts, to remember him with the ſame 
ſentiments that charity inſpires us with: for the. 
inhabitants of heaven, ſince every other muſt be 
both diſhonourable and offenſive to them. He 
inſiſted upon my delivering up to him, ſome of 
des Eſſarts letters, that T had carefully preſerved, 
and took upon himſelf the charge of ſending them 


G3 
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: to his mother; but the baron being e of 
it, ſaved them unknown to me, and ſome years 
afterwards put them into my hands. Being now 
convinced with regard to the ſentiments T ought 
to entertain, I drove from my remembrance every 
reflection that appeared: unlawful for me; and, 
with a firm and determined air, went to the 
altar, where my heart approved the gift of my 
Hand. Perhaps vou think I no longer loved des 
| Efferts? No, my dear; conceive that, if you can: 
1 thought I had two hearts; the one, governed 
© by reaſon and duty, obeyed their dictates; while 
the other, turbulent and aſpiring, was in a ſtate 
of rebellion, without: my giving any attention to 
its cries, Fot a whole year that this contradiction 
laſted, I had not one moment of weakneſs to re- 
proach myſelf with; Wy prayed a good deal, I was 
always contemplating the good qualities of my 
huſband, and 1 never: ſuffered my ſelf to make a 
fingle reflection upon what I had loſt. Tavoided 
being idle; and, what may appear fingular to 
you, Timpoſed a law upon myſelf, to give the ba- 
ron an account of all my thoughts on this head, 
that he might read the progreſs he was making 
in my heart. Every day my paſſion. diminiſhed,, 
and at laſt I prevailed ſo far as to baniſh every tu- 
multuous thought of my lover entirely from my : 
breaft : : in proportion as his i image faded, my at- 
tachment to my huſband became more lively ; 1 


N how could I avoid loving n ? He ſeemed 
to 


wy 
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to live only for my happineſs ; he had inſiſted 
upon my mother's living with us; and the at- 
tention he paid her, was never flackened; for, 
during the languiſhing illneſs of which ſhe died, 
he attended her with the aſſiduity of a nurſe, and 
with the care of a tender and reſpectful ſon. "The 
birth of my daughter drew the ties ſtill cloſer 
that attached me to him: 1 detertnined to nurſe 
her myſelf; and my tenderneſs for her filled up 
the vacancy made in my heart, when I baniſhed 
des Eſſarts from thence.—I never was fond of 
company ; and, the firſt year of my marriage, T 
engaged in the common diverſions, purely out of 
complaiſance to my huſhanu, Who was defirous of 
procuring me all ſoris of pleglures; I was de- 
| Lighted that I had now a pretext to retire from 
riot and diſſipation, and therefors prevailed upon 
my huſband to leave Paris, an@ return to his 
eſtate near Rheims, where we paſſed the ſum- 
mer; and in the winter we lived in the city, 
which you know, is not very fertile i in diverfions. 
I had made it a particular point with me to edu- 
cate my daughter myſelf, and I depended greatly 
upon my mother's affiftance in this important 
care: but being deprived of it by her death, 
which obliged me to give my whole attention to 
it, without interruption; 1 from thence took 
upon me the authority of forbidding my houſe to 
all thoſe whoſe behaviour in the end might be _ 
burtful to my daughter. I have ſaid nothing to 

you 
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you of my grief, when my mother was taken nn 


us; you know my regard for her, it was without 


bounds, and ſo was my ſorrow. It is very true, 
that the ſublime virtues which ſhe exerciſed dur- 
ing her long illneſs, appeared to us, as ſure marks 
of her eternal happineſs, and the tears we ſhed: 
flowed only from our concern at loſing the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing her, for we were certainly con- 
vinced that ſhe had exchanged a corruptible ſtate 
for immortality. This put me in a condition of 


executing a project L had meditated ever ſince 
our marriage. The baron's father was ſtill liv- 


ing, but I had never ſeen him, becauſe he had 


quarrelled with his ſon; according to whoſe ac- 
count, the old man's. temper. was intolerable: 


his infirmities had confined him to his bed for 

ſeveral years, and none of his relations would ſee 
him, becauſe he had married, about ten years 
ago, a ſort of houſekeeper, that had lived a good 
while with him. This however did not appear 
to me a ſufficient motive for my huſband. to aban- 


don his father; and his averſion to his mother- in- 


law did not ſeem to coincide with the character 
of a chriſtian; I therefore repreſented to him all 
that duty, humanity, and religion required of 


him in this reſpect. After. having made a long 


oppoſition to every thing I ſaid, he at laſt, thro? 
complaiſance to me, agreed that I:ſhould make 
the firſt advances towards a reconciliation, which 


he looked upon as impoſſible. I began by recom-- 


mending 
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mending it to the care of the Almighty, praying 

him to point out to me the moſt likely method; 
and it pleaſed him to inſpite me with what fol- 
lows: the old baron lived in a caſtle of his own, 
about fifteen leagues from Rheims; I took my 
daughter and waiting woman with me, and or- 
dered my ſervant io drive me upon the high road 
that was not far from it; there I got out of my 
poſt chaiſe, and ordered my coachman to break 
| the wheel. It was about ſeven o'clock in the 
evening, when i it began to be dark; I fent my 
maid to the caſtle, to c deſire admittance, till my 
ſervant had been to the neighbouring village tor 
another wheel you may very well, imagine that 
the did not fail of acquainting them, that I was 2 
woman of quality, and that ſhe mentioned me 
under a feigned name. In the mean time I was 
come nearer with the coachman, who carried my 
little daughter, fully reſolved. to go in, though 
this woman, ſhould refuſe our entrance, which. 
I had reaſon to apprehend, becauſe ſhe had been 
repreſented to me as one of no breeding; at leaſt, 
I thought ſhe could not have the inſolence to 
order me to return. My precaution was need- 
leſs; for ſhe no ſooner Perceived me in the court- 
yard, but ſhe came vp. to me, and received me 
with politeneſs. She was a woman of about five 
and forty years of age, who had been handſome, 
and was ſtill agreeable; ſhe did not want wit, and 
1 ſoon obſerved ſhe was both deceitful and inſi- 
| nuating, 
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2 nuating. She had made me go into a hal, where 


they brought me ſome refreſhments; 1 then aſked 
if there were no horſes to be had in the neigh- 
'bourhood, becauſe 1 was apptehenſive that the 
wheel my coachman was gone for would come 
too late; ; ſhe told me ſhe would take care I 
ſhould have ſome, if the buſineſs I was going 
about, required diſpatch ; but, if I was not in 
great hafte, ſhe was perſuaded that the baron, 
her huſband, would offer me a bed in the caſtle, 
where I ſhould be more conveniently lodged, 
than in a wretched public houſe, wich was the 
only one in the village where I intended to paſs 


the ni night : ſhe added, that her huſband would 
| have done Himſelf *the honour of paying his re- 


TIpeQs to me, if his. great age had not confined 
him to his bed. I anſwered, by a bow, to her 
offer of the bed; and told her I fhould be glad to 
ſalute the baron; ſhe conducted me to his cham- 
ber, and I aſked his pardon for the liberty T had 
taken of coming into his houſe, through fear of 
expofing my daughter to the cold, which was 
pretty ſharp. The old man having looked at 
his wife, that he might regulate his anſwer ac- 
cording to her countenance, knew immediately 
that the was pleaſed to ſee me, and then repeated 
the offers that the had already made me in his 2 
name; I made very little difficulty in accepting ; 
them, and only inſiſted, that I was afraid of be- 
og 6 During this converſation, my 

| coachman 
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coachman came and told me: I ſhould find, nei- 
ther lodging nor wheel in the village I wanted to 
go to; but he would ſpend the night in mending 
that which was broke, ſo as to put it in a condi- 
tion to carry us to a large town about four leagues 
off, where we might change it. This was a 
motive to accept the baron's offer, and I begged 
leave to ſuekle my child; which L had wrapped.. 
up very cloſe. Fhe baroneſs was greatly taken 
with its beauty; and after having carreſſed it a 
good deal, carried it to her huſband's bed; who, 
while he carreſſed it, as he afterwards ſaid, per- 


were waiting for ſupper, I expreſſed: ſome ſur- 
prize to find him | in a place, ſo improper to ſup- 
ply him with ſuch aſſiſtance as his ſituation re- 
quired; I added, that in the city of Rheims, 
where I lived, we had excellent phyſicians; and 


1 wiſhed he would endeavour to find out ſome; 


remedy for this diſorder, if it were for no other 
reaſon than to give me an opportunity of ac- 
knowledging his politeneſs, in offering me an 
apartment in his houſe; I likewiſe told him, that 
a lady ſo agreeable as his wife, would be careſſed 
by a great number of worthy people, who would: 
take a pleaſure in procuring them agreeable com- 
pany. I would ſooner go to the antipodes, ſaid 


the old baron; I know that city, and left it to be 


away from a family I deteſt; but, above all, from 
| airaſeal of — whoſe ſight I, can't bear; and 
5 immediately 
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immediately after, he gave me the hiſtory of his 
on marriage, in which he inter wove the moſt 
extravagant praiſes in favour of his wife. My 
ſon, ſaid he, pretended truly that T ſhould aſk his 
advice about my marriage; and ridiculed, as ex- 
travagant, the wiſeſt action of my life; but, 
what is moſt extrordinary is, that this cenſurer of 
a father's actions, whom he ought to reſpect, 
has himſelf done the very thing he found blame- 
able in me, and even worſe: you ſhall be the 
judge, madam, ſaid the baron, raiſing himſelf in 
his bed; I have made both a prudent and a grate- 
ful match; gratitude for the care the baroneſs 
_ has taken of- me, during fifteen years, made it a 
law to me to do every thing for her; ſhe had ſa- 
crificed her youth and ſeveral advantageous ſet- 
tlements to me; my honour required that 1 
ſhould make her amends for theſe facrifices, ſo 
that all honeſt men have approved of my mar- 
riage. My ſon, who piqued” himſelf upon his 
philoſophy, at fifty has married a ſtroller, whom 
no body knew, without à penny; and, what 
is worſe, in order to ſecure his whole fortune to 
this creature, who had no other merit than her 
beauty, he has forced my grand - daughter to turn 
nun. I acknowledge to you, my dear; that ſelf- 
love was not quite eaſy during this converſation; 
and, if my father-in-law had looked at me atten- 
tively in the face, he would have perceived by 
my countenance, that I was a good deal concerned 
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inthis converſation. As he had called himſelf by 
his name in diſcourſe, I told him I knew a lady of 
the Batteville family in the convent of- , 
and aſked him if ſhe had the honour of being re- 
lated to him: that is ſhe, ſaid he, that I ſpoke of 
Juſt now; the poor child has been the victim of | 
her uncle's fooliſh paſſion, but ſhe generouſly | 
diſſembles her concern, and tells the world that | 
ſhe is content; as if it were poſſible for a girl of 
twenty years of age to be ſo in a convent, eſpe- 
_ cially when ſhe might expect to make a figure 
in the world. Sir, ſaid I to the baron, I was at 
the abbey, when your grand-daughter profeſſed | 
there; and I can aſſure you that, ſo far from 
having been made a ſacrifice, as you have been 
miſinformed, to her uncle's marriage, it was ſhe 
herſelf that engaged him to conclude it with one 
of her friends, whom the baron did not know / 
fourteen days before; and who, as you ſay, had 
no fortune, but is of a very ancient noble family. 
By what I perceive, ſaid the baron, you muſt 
know my daughter-in-law, ſince you was in the 
ſame houſe with her; pray tell me, what do you. 
think of her? For my part, I have a bad opinion 
of her character; if that had been good, ſne 
would have availed herſelf of the influence ſne 
has over her huſband, to have engaged him to 
return to his duty with regard to me; and, if ſhe 
had undertaken it, I am ſure ſhe would have ſue- 
ceeded, for they ſay the poor niggard is a ſlave 
| : to 
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to her, and chat ſhe leads him by the noſe; Here 
you have been deceived again, fir, ſaid l; madam 
Batteville preſerves all the obedience and reſpect 
for her huſband, that every good wife ought to 
have for a huſband that ſhe eſteems and loves. It 
is true, his goodneſs and compliance to her have 
never ſlackened; but ſo far is ſhe from abuſing 
either, that ſhe. only wiſhes to render his deſire 
to oblige her inſtrumental in bringing him back 
to his duty; the ſtep ſne has this day taken is a 
proof of it. She herſelf is come to aſſure you of 


1 the reſpect and attachment ſne ought to have, 


both for yourſelf and lady: ſhe is come to de- 
mand, in return, your friendſhip for a ſon, who 
dieplores, with the utmoſt ſincerity, the misſor- 
tune of having incurred your diſpleaſure; ſhe 
demands of you the tenderneſs of a father to- 
wards the child you hold in your arms, in whoſe 


flavour nature has already ſpoken to you. At the 


beginning of this diſcourſe I had throwm myſelf 
on my knees by the. bed-fide-;, I ſprinkled with 
my tears one of his hands, which I held, and 
ſaw. his tears flow likewiſe: he endeavoured to 
take me in his arms, and forgot his wife, who 
tried, as well as ſhe was able, to hide her malidce, 
occaſioned by this affecting ſcene; but her efforts 
to impoſe on me were in vain. She kept her 
ſilence only for a ſhort time; when, compoſing 
her countenance like a conſummate miſtreſs of 
diſſimulation, ſhe came and raiſed me up, telling 
| me 
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me ſhe was charmed with what I had done, 
and pleaſed to perceive that I was more ſucceſs- 
ful than ſhe had been in awakening paternal ten- 
derneſs in her huſband's breaſt ; but, ſaid ſhe, 
- ſneeringly, he is not in a combiticn to bear ſuch 
emotions, T am afraid for him of the conſequences 
of this tenderneſs; give me leave to deſire you 


to go into the next room for a quarter of an 


hour, that he may compoſe bimſelf. It was eaſy 


to perceive ſhe only wanted to get me away, in 


order to miſrepreſent this ſtep of mine to her 


weak huſband, and to deſtroy the favourable im- 
preſſions it had already begun to make in him; 
but luckily the baron thought himſelf ſtrong 


enough to bear the ſight of me without any dan- 
ger. No, my dear, ſaid he to her, I am de- 
lighted with my daughter-in-law; I will have 


her ſtay here to embrace me, if ſhe has prudence - 


enough to reſpect you as ſhe ought, and to 
inſpire her huſband with the ſenſe of his 
duty; for I am perſuaded the pleaſure of 
having them near me, will make me live ten 
years Jonger. See, ſaid he, pointing to the ba- 
Toneſs, what regard that poor woman has for 
me; ſhe is in tears leſt all this ſhould make me 
worſe; oh, it is a good heart, and I ſhould be 


very ungrateful, if I did not ſtudy how to make 
ber happy. Though I was not the dupe of her 
tears, which proceeded only from malice, it did 
1 not .preve anſwering the baron, that, if our 
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attention-to his lady could contribute to his hap- 
pines, I dared aſſure him he would have nothing, 
to-wiſh for; T anſwered for my huſband in that 
reſpe&; we owe her a great many acknowledg- 
ments for the care ſhie has taken of you; and the 
honour of being your lady entitles her to our 
friendſhip and reſpeA. When I had ſaid th' 6, 
I would have kiſſed her hand, which this con- 
ſummate hypocrite would not permit. She em- 
braced, and aſſured me of her friendſhip in ſuch 
terms as were moſt likely to impoſe on me; 1 
pretended to think her ſincere; for it gives one 
a great advantage over all impoſtors to. pretend 
io be their-dupe: it behoved me to have a tho- 
rough knowledge of this creature; I thought it 
therefore the beſt way to avoid all ſuſpicions, 
that too great a penetration might have made 
her conceive againſt me. Though it was eight 
o*clock at night, I begged leave to fend an ex- 
preſs to the marquis, who was at one of his 
eſtates about ſix leagues off. The baroneſs 
made a great difficulty of the danger in travelling , 
by night, becauſe ſhe would, at all events, have 
prevented my huſband from appearing. before his 
father; and the flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould find 
the means to hinder it in the night; but her mea- 
ſures were broke by my diligence : ſhe aſſured | 
me alſo, that not one of the ſervants would go at 
ſuch an unſeaſonable hour of the night, and that 
I muſt wait till next morning. | ſhould never 
| forgive 


* ll * 7 
5 
* 
a 


1 wo VIRTUOUS WIDOW. 95 


forgive myſelf, 1 replied, if I defered any longer 
the pleaſure my huſband would take i in embracing 
his father: My coachman will go very willingly, 


and he ſhall take one of my horſes. The baron, 


whoſe foible was a deſire to be beloved, was af- 
fected by my eagerneſs : the coachman went, and 
my huſband came to the caſtle, about ten in the 
morning. TI had not yet been able to gain ad- 
mittance into my father-in-law's chamber; ; his 
lady, who was not come out, had ordered me to 
be told he had a light fever, and that he muſt 
be left quiet : ſhe wanted to avail herſelf of this 


excuſe juſt as my huſband arrived; but the baron, 


for this once, was wanting in complaiſance. A 
ſervant having acquainted him of his arrival, he 
ordered him to ſhew my huſband into the room, 
and received him with the greateſt marks of ten- 


derneſs. We paſſed eight days with my father- 

in-law; and, notwithſtanding I ſhewed the greateſt 
| reſpects to his ſpouſe, and ſhe ſeemed to corre - 
ſpond to them, it was eaſily perceived, on twenty e 


occaſions, that my preſence was troubleſome. 
His liking to me, and his tenderneſs for my 


daughter, encreaſed every day; which augmented 


her uneaſineſs; for ſne dreaded, above all things, 
that we ſhould have any private converſation with 
him ; ſhe therefore beſieged him ſo cloſely, that 
it was impoſſible to ſpeak to him by himſelf, 
tho? the ſick man ſeemed deſirous of it; but he 


was accuſtomed to obey his tyrant, and dared not 
E 2 | ſhake 
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ſhake off the yoke. TI have called him ſick, be- 


.  . cauſe he kept his bed, though his infirmities were 


of ſuch a nature as to require exerciſe ; and cer- 
tainly this wretch endeavoured to ſhorten his 
days by the ſtrange regimen ſhe had ſubjected 
him to. The poor man ſaw the time for our 
departure draw near with as much concern, as 
his wife wiſhed for it. All of a ſudden ſhe ſeemed 
ta dread it; and, with a good grace, joined with 
my father-in-law to engage us to paſs the reſt of 
the ſpring with them. We conſented to it; and, 
as we were endeavouring to find out the motive 
of ſuch a ſudden change, which we were talking 

of as we were going to bed, my huſband's valet 
told us, he would unriddle it. This young fellow, 
who was not above five and twenty, and was very 
genteel, had touched the heart of our worthy mo- 
ther-in-law. She was afraid of loſing him, and 
therefore ſuffered the mortification of bearing 
with us, till ſhe could prevail upon him to quit 
our ſervice. As my huſband was convinced of 
this young man's attachment to us, whoſe name 
was Laine, he ordered him, to make uſe of her 
liking to him, to diſcover the ſtate of his father's 
affairs; for it was more than probable that this 
unhappy woman had employed the prodigious 
aſcendant ſhe had over him to engage him to diſ- 
inherit us. He recommended it to him, to amuſe 
her ſo as to procure us an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing in private to my father-in-law. Laine played 
2 „ is 
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his part to a miracle; he ſoftened, by degrees; 
and, while he was entertaining this deteſtable 
woman, we tried to prevail upon my father-in- 
law to unburthen himſelf of a ſecret which 
ſcemed tolay heavy 0 on him. It was at his tongue's 
end twenty times; but he as often recalled it, 
from a dread'of violating the oaths he had made 
to his wife. At night, Laine, being come to un- 
dreſs my huſband, took a great deal of care to 
fee if he could be overheard ; and then faid to 
me; Ah, madam, Heaven inſpired you with the 
thought of this journey to ſave your father's 
ife; the ſentence of his death is pronounced al- 
3 ; but you have nothing to fear, becauſe I 
am appointed to be the inſtrument of it. You 
eaſily conceive how ſuch a declaration ſurprized 
me; I turned pale, and trembled, as well as my 
huſband, who could hardly govern his impe- 
tuoſity or his concern. We eagerly enquired of 
Laine the particulars of this horrid plot, which 
he had juſt diſcovered to us, and of which, this 

honeſt young fellow told us what follows: 


Wr were not miſtaken, when we imagined our 
father-in-law was burthened with a ſecret, which 
he wiſhed to reveal to us, but wanted reſolution 
to do it. He had diſinherited his ſon, as I had 
| ſuſpeQed; and he had given his whole fortune 
to bis wife, by an act poſterior to his marriage; 
the attachment he began to have for my daughter, 
E 3 made 
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made him feel the moſt pungent remorſe for this 
a& of injuſtice, which he wanted to repeal. He 
had taken upon him to ſpeak to his wife about it, 
and to propoſe the making a new will to her, by 
which, he intended to leave her his whole for- 
tune for her life, and at her death to revert to 
my daughter. This unhappy woman, who had 
ſuſpected this ſtroke from our firſt arrival, was 
prepared for it,. and had only ſtipulated for one 
condition with him; which was, that we ſhould 
remain in our ignorance as to the exiſtence of his 
firſt will, and tha he ſhould make a ſecond with- 
out letting us know it. She was deſirous, the 
ſaid, of giving us an agreeable ſurprize by pre- 
ſenting us with it, which would vindicate her 
from the bad intentions ſhe had been ſuſpected 
of with regard to us; and would ſecure to her our 
friendſhip, in caſe ſhe ſhould have the misfortune 
of loſing him. From that inſtant ſhe determined 
to ward off this blow, by precipitating the ba- 
ron's death; and was only undetermined as to the 
beſt manner of putting an end to him, in order 
to avoid ſuſpicion. The blind paſſion that ſhe 
had for Laine, made her more reſolute to com- 
mit this crime. It is aſtoniſhing how ſhe could 
determine to diſcover this black plot to her 
lover. On the other hand, ſhe would never 
have diſcovered it to him, if ſhe had thought ſhe 
could have ſucceeded in it, without his aſſiſtance ; 
but ſhe was s diffident of her own frrength. He 
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firſt deſign was to employ poiſon; but ſhe-con- 
ſidered that this.kind of death would leave proofs 
of the crime upon the dead body, and would ex- 
poſe her to our ſuſpicions and vengeance. She 
then thought it ſafer to ſtifle him, and the ex- 
pected Laine would aſſiſt her to execute her 
wickedneſs ; for the old baron being very ſtrong 
for his years, in his deſpair might have found 
ſufficient ſtrength to have reſiſted her. I know 
very well, ſays ſhe to him, that you may betray 
me ; but you ſhall not have it in your power to 
burt, becauſe you have no proof againſt me; 
and it will be an eaſy matter for me to perſuade 
the baron that you are an accomplice with your 
maſter and miſtreſs, in order to leſſen me in his 
eſteem : that will produce all the effect I deſire; 
he will hate them, and then his firſt teſtament 
will remain in full force, and I only ſhall enjoy 
the benefit of it: but if, on the contrary, you 
know how to get the better of a vain ſcruple of 
conſcience, fifteen thouſand livres a year, and my 
hand, ſhall -be your reward; and that will ſupply 
you, for the remainder of your days, with a happy 


| ene 


LANA aſſured v us it was with great difficulty 
he concealed from this abominable woman the 
horror that it gave him: our intereſt, and the 
ſafety of my father- in-law, prevailed over every 
1 conſideration; he agreed with her in every 

1 4 | thing, 
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thing, tut declared freely to her that he would | 


make himſelf ſure of her, before he would be- 
come her accomplice ; to prevent his being ex- 


- Poſed to loſe the fruits of his wickedneſs. She 


exclaimed greatly againſt his want of confidence, 


'yet, finding him determined in his ſuſpicions, 


ſhe told him, to figure to himſelf whatever could 
be moſt capable of convincing him, and ſhe would 
give him every ſecurity poſſible, provided they 
were not of a nature to hurt her. Your miſ- 
truſt, ſaid: ſhe,. authorizes mine; and, till the 
very inſtant that you become accomplice with 
me, I will do nothing that may furniſh you with. 


arms againſt me, in caſe you ſhould not be ſin- 
| eere. + — 8 N 


Tu Is recital threw us into the utmoſt per- 
plexity. We could not be received as witneſſes. 
to prove this crime, though we ſhould be even 
able to confirm it by this wicked woman's diſ- 
courſe ; becauſe we had too much intereſt in the 
diſcovery, and our ſeryant's teſtimony would be 
refuſed for the fame reaſon: on the other hand, 
though we ſhould obtain all poſſible proofs, my. 
huſband was far from wiſhing to expoſe this un- 
happy woman's treachery; the honor of my 
father-in-law, whoſe name ſhe bore, as well as 
ours, laid us under the obligation of keeping it 
a profound ſecret. We paſſed the whole night 
in endeavouring to find out the means of avoid-- 
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ing the misfortune that we dreaded ; and, even 
when day light came, we were ſtill undeter- 
mined. All the ſchemes that preſented them- 
ſelves to our imagination, were attended. with 
ſome inconveniencies which we did not know 
how to avoid. At length my father-in-law's 
ſafety prevailed over every other conſideration. 
| To this end, my huſband determined to run 
the riſk of loſing his fortune; his deſign was to 
find an opportunity of ſurprizing this woman + 
with his valet, to tell her he was well ac-. 
quainted with her intentions; and to threaten 
her with an infamous death, if the lighteſt” 
traces could be diſcovered, after his father was 
dead, that he had died a violent death. He in- 
tended to forewarn' her, at the ſame time, that, 
if he ſhould be obliged to leave the caſtle, he 
would take up his lodgings in ſome little cottage 
belonging to the village, that he might be at 
hand to provide for his father's ſafety; This 
ſcheme would certainly have embroiled us with © |} + 
our father-in-law, and would have helped for- | 
ward the deſign of this wretched woman ; ne-- 
vertheleſs it was the only one that we thought 
could be put in execution with ſucceſs; but Pro- 
vidence furniſhed us with another; that we 
could neither expect nor foreſee. i 


Tr1s woman had pitched upon a hall that 
was at the bottom of the garden, and appeared 
"i E 5 io" 
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to her ſafer than any of the apartments in the 


how. for her converſation with Laine, in the 

hall were four cloſets at the four. corners, 
= they could not go into without going 
thro? the hall. The day that my mother-in-law _ 
had determined to diſcover her deſigns to Laine, 
happened io be the ſame, in which a ſervant of 
the houſe had appointed to meet in one of theſe 
eloſete, a young countryman, with whom the 
was in love; they were ſcarcely there a few mi- 
nutes, before they perceived my mother-in-law 


at the bottom of the walk that led to the hall; "> 


and the fear of being turned out of the houſe de- 


; termined the young folks to hide themſelves i in a 


/ 


very thick hedge that went round. one of the 


windows. Although they could not underſtand 


the whole converſation, they heard enough to 
comprehend. that it related. to the murder of 
their lord; and the country fellow, was no ſoon- 


er at liberty, than he ran to acquaint the curate 


with what had happened to him. The prieſt 


was gone to a neighbouring village, from whence 
he did not return till very late, which prevented. 


his, going direRly to the caſtle, leſt his viſit 
ſhould appear to have ſomething, myſterious 
in it,; he even. thought he ought to find fome 


pretext for going. there very early the next 


morning ; and, as he had brought ſome game 
home with him the night before, he gave it to 
man, and yl that he would ſend it to us 
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2 a preſent. He found the raeans of giving me . 
a little billet without being perceived, by which 
he had acquainted me that he had ſomething to | 
fay to my father-in-law, and defired me to keep 
his wife away. I was very much put to it, 
how to find any expedient for it, when the dif- 
order in which I had paſſed the night, rogether 
| with that occaſioned by the billet from the curate, 
brought on a, weakneſs, which, though it was 
of no-conſequence;. I exaggerated, to oblige the 
baroneſs toi ſtay with me. The: curate availed: 
himſelf of this opportunity to ſee my father - in- 
law, and to acquaint him with the countryman's 
ſtory. The poor man remained motionleſs, 
when he heard that this woman, thut he loved, 
and who he thought loved none but him, hada 
deſign upon his life. At laſt he endeavoured to- 
juſtify, her, and gave the curate to underſtand 
that the young man might be a:cheatz, ſuborned?' 
by his ſon to endeavour to ruin the baroneſs in 
his eſteem. Tl prieſt put him in mind of thoſe: 
ſentiments of honor, which had: always been 
obſervable in my huſband, and which ought to- 
prevent his thinking him guilty of ſo odious a ca- 
lumny. He laid great ſtreſs upon the circum- 
ſtances of the oaths, which this woman had ex 
acted from him, to conceal his deſign of revoking 
his will; and, though he did not abſolutely” 
convince him, he made him fo far entertain a 
Adiſtruſt as to give him leave to reveal what he 
2 had learnt to my bulband His ſon returned 
___ thanks- 


« 
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thanks to Heaven for having furniſhed him with 


witneſſes that could not be ſuſpected; and, as 
the curate acquainted him that his valet was an 


accomplice in the intended crime, my huſband. - 
immediately vindicated the young man, by tell 
ing him he was informed by him of this myſtery 
of iniquity. The curate, Who was. a man of 
good ſenſe, made my huſband obſerve that all- 


difficulties were not: yet removed, and did not: 


conceal the ſuſpicions his father had thrown up-- 
on him. His weakneſs for this woman, ſays he, 
is ſo great, that he will not be able to conceal“ 
the accuſation that I have made againſt her, nor- 
reſiſt her tears; one word from her will be ſuf- 


' ficient to Juſtify her in his eyes, and to make the- 


whole odium of this affair recoil upon us. Icon 
feſs to you, that the depoſition of our two witneſſes. 
corroborated by the teſtimony of your valet, will 

be ſufficient, in a court of juſtice, to pull the 

maſk from this woman; but the honour of your 
family will not ſuffer you to take this method: on 
the other hand, an intended crime is not puniſn- 


able in France, when no part of it has been put 
in execution; and all who have not the honor 
of knowing you, may form a diſadvantageous- 


judgment of your motives, for raiſing a ſcandal, 
which will be to no purpoſe. My huſband was 
convinced of the ſolidity of this argument, and 
concluded that there was no other way to open 
his father's eyes, but by producing ſome wit- 
neſſes, whoſe teſtimony he could not diſpute. - 
nt | The 
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The curate offered us all the aſſiſtance in his“ 
power, and my huſband propoſed: to him to- 
hide himſelf under a table, that was in the hall, 
and covered with a great carpet. He conſented 
to it; and, while he acquainted my father-in--- 
law with his reſolution, I took care to feign a: 
| continuance of my diſorder, to prevent the baro-- | 
neſs from leaving me. My: huſband having put: 
the curate in the place agreed on, came back 
into my room, and told me, that, as my father 
was alone, Tought to conquer my diſorder; and 
keep him company. It will be the more proper» | 
now, ſaid my mother-in-law; . becauſe. I: have 
ſame orders io give about buſineſs of conſequence, . 
which. I have put off on account of your. lady's 
indiſpoſition. We perfectly well knew the af--- 
fair ſhe- wanted to conclude, Laine having ac-- WB 
quainted us, that ten was the hour appointedꝰ⸗ I 
for the rendezvous in that room. We left her | 
here, and went to my. father»in-lawg. whoſe 1 
anger againſt his wife began to calm. He was 
blaming his credulity; and went even ſo far as Þ| 
to ſuſpect the probity of the curate: it coſt us a 
quarter of an hour to convince him of the injuſ- | 
tice of his ſuſpicions; we then left him and 
went into the garden. My mother- in- aw ſeem- 
ed diſconcerted at ſeeing us; and the baron 
having aſked his valet what important point he 
had to diſcuſs with her ladyfhip, the young fel-- 
low threw himſelf at his feet, as had been agreed. 
on, and confeſſed to us, that the hopes of. || 
: making 14 
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making his fortune had engaged him to give ear 
to ſome propoſals which he abhorred; but that 
at laſt his conſcience preſſing, he only admitted 
this laſt aſſignation to declare to this woman, 
that ſhe might caſt her eyes upon ſome body 
Elſe to be the miniſter of her fury. Have pity. ; 
upon me, fir, faid Laine; her ladyſhip juſt. 
now ſwore, if I would not be her accomplice,. I 
ſhould be her victim; and that ſhe would make 
uſe. of the poiſon, for me, that ſhe had intend- 
ed for your father. We were perſuaded: that 
the woman was going to fall at our feet, and 
beg for mercy. But how great was our ſurprize, 
when we ſaw her raiſe her eyes to heaven, and 
| call; God to witneſs: for her innocence, it was 

this valet that demanded the interview of her, to 
| inform her of the project we ourſelves had con- 
|  certed, how to poiſon her huſband.; he had 
| even put into her hands the very poiſon we had 
[given him The aſſurance with: whichithe ,ac-- 
cuſed us, frightened: me to that degree, that 1 
was all in a tremble; and I am perſuaded, that 
any body who had been witneſs to this ſcene, 
would not have heſitated, from the confuſion I 
was in, to have pronounced me guilty. My 
huſband was almoſt in the ſame ſituation, but 
his filence proceeded from another principle; he 
was enraged againſt this woman in the higheſt 
degree, and was ten times upon the point of deli- 
vering the earth from ſuch a wreteh. She took 


ihe e of our ſilence; to load us with re- 
proaches 3 
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e but the appearance of the curate, 
who ſuddenly” jumped from under the table, 


having loft all patience, ſtruck her motionleſs, 


and made her in her turn ſilent for a few mo- 
ments. Thou traitor, faid ſhe io Lair, thou 
haſt betrayed me; but tremble, for thou art 


not ſo ſecure as thou pretendeſt, and I ſhall find 


the way to involve you in my ruin: at that in- 
ſtant ſhe took her hand from her muff and drew 
out a piſtol, which ſhe diſcharged at the poor 
fellow, and miſſed him only by a miracle; ſhe 
immediately would have gone out, but my huſ- 


band and Laine ſtopped her : I being deſired by | 
him to retire, followed the curate, who went 


back to my father-in-law to give him an account 


of what had happened. I never ſhould have be- 
lieved how far this poor man's weakneſs for. this 
woman would have carried him, if J had not 
been convinced of it by what I then ſaw. He. 


was too well acquainted with the curate's probi- 


ty to doubt of his teſtimony; yet he aſked him 


twenty times, if he had heard diſlindtiy, and if 


he was ſure that prejudice, had not formed ſome: 
involuntary illuſion. He at laſt gave it up; but 
without being able to eonceal from us the pain, 


it coſt him. to renounce. all hopes of juſtifying, 
this wicked creature; he deſired to ſpeak to her 
that he might load, her with reproaches, as he 


ſaid ; ; but it was eaſy to perceive that he flatter- 
ed himſelf he ſhould, DE able to find by her anſwers. 


either 
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either ſome proof of her innocence, or at leaf, 


q ſome reaſon to extenuate the atrocity of the 


crime ſhe ſtood accuſed of: however he agreed 
ſhe ſhould be locked up ima bye apartment; but 
he begged of us, with tears in his eyes, not to 
uſe her ill; and to let her be at liberty in the 
room. This was promiſed in order to appeaſe 
him; however; as they had reaſon to believe. 
ſhe would make. ſome attempt upon her life, 
they thought themſelves diſengaged. from the 
obligation of keepipg their word; and ſhe was 
ſecured ſo as to prevent her turning her fury 
againſt herſelf. We met together again after- 


| wards to conſult about the meaſures proper to 


be taken in ſuch a terrible affair; notwithſtand- 
ing the clearneſs of our proofs; . they were not 
ſufficient for the old man, who appeared infatu- 
ated. Vet, as my huſband had taker the reſo- 
a lution to employ the authority of juſtice to con- 
fine this miſerable wretch; it was neceſſary to 
have the baron's ſanction for the ſtep he was to 
take in this reſpect. Heaven took pity upon our 
confuſion ; for, all on a ſudden, my father- in- 
law ſeemed as one awakened from a profound 
ſleep, and deſired us to go and aſk his wife for 
the key of a bureau that ſtood in her chamber; 
he had recollected how careful ſhe was of this 
key, and was perſuaded he ſhould find in this 
bureau, proofs either of her innocence or guilt. 
When this key was demanded of her, it was 

| | eaſy 
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eaſy to conceive we ſhould find more than we ex- 
pected, by the fury ſhe fell into: ſhe had not it 
about her ſhe proteſted, they ſhould ſooner take 
away her life than get from her the ſecret of the 
place where it was; they were therefore re- 
duced to the neceſſity of breaking open the lock, 
which ſhe-ſhould have foreſeen, My father-in- | 
law committed this charge to the curate, and 
begged of us at the ſame time to keep near his [ 
bed ; and, as ſoon as they brought him a drawer- 
full of papers, he had the precaution to ſend us 
to the other end of the room; he confeſſed to 
us afterwards, that he. was afraid our hatred to- 
this woman might prevail upon us to throw in ſome | 
papers to her diſadvantage. He foon ſaw him- 
ſelf reduced to aſk us pardon for his ſuſpicionsz Jl} 
he found above ſixty letters, which contained: | 
various intrigues. of this woman, both before | 
and after his marriage, and knew by them that 
his death and fortune had always been the bait 
ſhe had made uſe of to decoy ſeveral ſervants of {| 
her own, as well of other people, into her ſnare. 
He then fell into a different extreme ; he would: q | 
have her brought into his room, that he might 1 
ſatiate his vengeance upon her; he called for his 
cloaths, aſſuring us that a- juſtifiable rage would | 
give him ſtrength to. pierce her with a thouſand: 
wounds; at leaſt he inſiſted that ſne ſhould be 
delivered into the hands of juſtice. Alas! ſhe q' 
fell into the hands of God's juſtice. Lainss.. 
wha» 


5 
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who was leſt with her, came and acquainted us 


that ſhe was in horrible convulſions : we ran di- 
realy thither ; but it was too late to help her; 
The was already expiring ; and the curate, who 


cried out to her to implore the mercy of Heaven, 
could never get from her a ſign of repentance; 
on the contrary, ſhe puſhed him from her with 
horror, This death made us apprehenſive of 
freſh troubles ; but we made the ſervants be- 
lieve it was natural, and we ſtopped the mouths 
of the ſervant maid, and the young country lad, 


_ who acquainted the curate of the affair, by giv - 


ing them a ſum of money to be married: and no 


body ever had any ſuſpicions of the eircum - 


ſtances, or-occaſion of her death. My father- in- 
law, cured of a paſſion to which he had been ſo 
long a ſlave, did not know how to ſhew his gra- 
litude to us; he begged of us to take him from a 
place he could no longer look on without horror; 
and we agreed to it with joy: he was carried to 
Rheims, where he afterwards lived fix years. 


gave myſelf up entirely to the care which his 


condition required, and the education of my 
daughter: it was by the old man's bed-fide that 
I gave her her leſſons ; and I never went out 
but to go to church, when my duty called me 
there. My father-in-law, at firſt, imagined 
my aſſiduity to him was only the effeft of my 
complaiſance, which he ſuppoſed muſt be very 
3 to me; he exhorted me to unbend my 

mind, 
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mind, and to pay and receive viſits ; but his ſi- 
tuation was ſuch, that I could not, without 


being guilty of an act of cruelty, truſt him to 


the care of any but myſelf. I uſed the utmoſt 
application to awaken in him the ſentiments of 
religion and reſignation to the orders of divine 
Providence. God bleſſed my good intentions ; 
and the horrid pains that he laboured under for 
the laſt years of his life, gave him an opportu- 
nity, which he embraced, of expiating his fins : 
his gratitude was ſo great, that he would ap- 
point me heireſs to his eſtate; and it was by dint of 
mere ſolicitation that I prevailed upon him tomake 
his ſon his heir, as the laws of nature required; 
but till he would not conſent to it, but upon 
condition that his eſtate ſhould be entailed upon 
me, with full power to diſpoſe of it as I pleaſed, 
in caſe I ſurvived my huſband and daughter, 
My father-in-law's death made very little change 
in the way of life that I led for the laſt fix years, 
except that I uſed more exerciſe, My efteem 
and friendſhip for the baron, and my tenderneſs 
for my daughter, filled up the meaſure of my 
heart's defire ; and I ſhould have thought it no 
_ ſmall hardſhip, if J had been obliged, by what 
is called diverſion, or even good breeding, to 
have been abſent two hours together from my 


little Julia. She anſwered my care and tender- 


neſs for her ; the light of reaſon appeared in her 
ſooner than common; and, from eight years of 


Age» 
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age, ſhe became both a friend and companion to 


me. Three ladies of diſtinguiſhed merit made 
us a moſt charming company: we met together 
every afternoon ; we worked, read, and reaſon- 
ed upon what we read. Prayers, family affairs, 
and acts of charity, took up the morning; we 
ſound time for all things, becauſe we loſt none. 
We roſe, winter and ſummer, at half an hour 
aſter five; ſo that at eight o'clock, when moſt 
women are in bed, we had ſaid our prayers. 
| breakfaſted, and given orders to our. ſervants. 
From ſeven years old, Julia had the care of ſet- 
ting down the houſe expences; and every order 
that jſſued was delivered by her, even my repre- 
henſions. to the ſervants. I uſed her, never to- 
ſpeak to them without aſking grace from Heaven, 


and often to make acts of faith upon the ſuperi- 


ority of their. condition when compared with 
ours, according to the eyes of the faithful :. theſe 
leſſons appeared to me eſſential to inculcate in a 
child, Who,, beſides being a perfect beauty, was 
to be miſtreſs of fifty thouſand livres a year. IL. 
would have her look upon theſe frivolous advan- 
tages, as real dangers ;. and. I prevailed upon her. 
to conſider. them in that juſt light.. She was 
fond of my company and my exercifes, and this 
life appeared to us preferable to that of the grand- 
monde, in which 1 had rather exceeded during 
the. ſhort ſtay that I made at Paris. We did not 


know. what the ſpleen meant; and my daughter 
c 8 | was. 
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was very much ſurprized to hear certain people, 
whom we ſeldom ſee, ſay they were quite fa- 
tigued; and aſked, with aſtoniſhment, how it 
was poſſible they could find the day too long, 
when ſhe wanted to add three or four more 
hours to it, for-many things which ſhe was de- f 
ſirous of doing, and had not time to do. The 
public could neither conceive the harmony of our 
lives nor forgive it. I, they ſaid, was one that 
hated ſociety, who was bringing up a girl of 
quality, that would have a million to her for- 
tune, like a citizen's daughter; this child was 
a victim to my peculiarities ; and the baron was 
void of common ſenſe, to carry his complaiſance 
ſo far, as to leave her education wholly to me. 
This diſcourſe came to his ears, and he begged 
it as a favour that I would lay a reſtraint upon 
my inclination and conform to cuſtom: as I 
thought this complaiſance was his due, my doors 
were opened to viſitors, and I was very conſtant. 
at aſſemblies. My poor Julia ſoon perceived the 
ſource of that ſpleen which before ſhe could not 
comprehend; at. coming away from frivolous 
trifling company, ſhe found her ſpicits exhauſted ; 
and her involuntary gaping betrayed her againſt 
her will: at laſt, ſhe aſſured her father ſo poſi- 
_ tively, that this way of life made her quite mi- 
ſerable, that he left her at liberty to follow her 
* inclination. It was not that I wiſhed to debar 
my daughter the une of the grand monde; 


1 knew 


| 
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I knew that by her rank and fortune ſhe was de- 


ſigned for a place in it; but I was delighted to 
find that her natural inclination gave me time to 


form her mind according to my fancy; I was 


willing to ſettle her virtue upon a ſolid foundati- 


on, and to guard her againſt falſe maxims, in an age 


where impreſſions of good or evil are ſo eaſily 
taken, and penetrate ſo deep, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible to efface them, Convinced that the 


future happineſs or miſery of this life, depends 
upon our earlieſt years, I would not loſe one in- 


ſtant of my daughter's; ſhe was fond of ſtudy, 
ſolid converſation, and the practice of good; 


but this taſte, ſhe would preſently have loſt in a 
life of diſſipation, if he had continued to follow 


it. I made the baron comprehend this; and, 
as I have juſt now told you, he took upon him- 
ſelf to deſpiſe the public talk, and left me mii 
treſs to act as 1 pleaſed. It was to follow the 
plan that I had formed in this reſpe&, that we 


ſtayed at Rheims; I was determined to divide 


my time between this city and that of Paris, till 
the mind of my dear little daughter ſhould be 
ſufficiently | fortified” againſt the danger of riot 


and ſeduction. New events, however, f poiled 


my project; and I no come 4 the period that 


was to open my wounds afreſh; that period in 
which I was to ſee all the ſweet tranquillity that 


I had/enjoyed for ten years, vaniſh at once: in 


ſhort; that period that was to determine my fu- 
by | ture 
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ture fate, if God had not worked a miracle in | 
my favour, by granting, ſuch a portion of his 
grace, as to render me victorious in the moſt 
dangerous and painful combats of my life. 


Tux baron had taken a liking to the little ſo- 
ciety that aſſembled at our houſe, and uſed to 
paſs part of the day with us; and, when I was 
buſy ' about the family affairs, which he left 
wholly to me, he would often amuſe himſelf at 
à party of piquet at a coffee · houſe, frequented by 
the beſt people in town; there he ſaw a ſtranger, 
whoſe figure had ſomething ſo taking in it, that 
he watched for an opportunity of converſing, 
with Him; he came home, he ſpoke in praiſe of 
Him, and every day he returned more delighted 
with the ſolidity of his judgment, and the good- 
neſs of his character. The regard he had for this 
ſtranger, who called himſelf the chevalier d' Au- 
mont, was augmented by the grateful returns 
he made to the attention my huſband paid him. 
This amiable young man ſeemed plunged into a 
melancholy, from whence nothing could extri- 
cate him; he generally kept in a private part of 
the room, leaning with his elbow upon the table, 
and hiding his face with his hand. But as ſoon 
as my huſband came in he quitted this poſture, 
his countenance revived, he ſeemed to make a 
truce with care, and ſought after his converſation 
with as mbch pains as he avoided that of others; 


but 
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but the moment my huſband. was gone, he went 
away, and did not appear again till about the 
time he expected to find the baron. This man's 
conduct puzzled every body; they enquired 
about him; and aſked him queſtions, but all in 
vain; he baffled the curioſity of men of the 
greateſt penetration; they could not even diſ- 
cover his country, for he ſpoke equally well all 
the languages of Europe, according to ſome Eng- 

liſh and Germans, to whom through complai- 
ſance he had ſerved as interpreter. A thouſand 
conjectures were faid about him, all equally ri- 
Aculous; ſome ſaid he was a ſpy, others that he 
was an adept, and there were ſome who believed 
he had fled his country for. ſome crime which 
obliged him to live retired : at laſt they went ſo 
far as to think it was ſome girl that diſguiſed her 
ſex ; and, notwithſtanding the baron was ſixty, 
they attributed to him this amorous metamor- 
phoſis. My huſband, inſtigated by a generous | 


ſympathy, expected with impatience the time 


for meeting this ſtranger; and the plainneſs of 
his dreſs indicating no opulence, he thought his 
melancholy might proceed from his low circum- 
ſtances. As he acquainted me with bis fuſpi- 
cions and regard for the chevalier, I perfuaded 
him to gain his confidence, that he might put an 
end to his misfortunes, ſuppoſing they had no : 


other ſource than indigence. This ſcheme was 
| _ agreeable to the baron” 8 generoſity, and he 


reproached 


THE VIRTUOUS WIDOW. 12 


reproached himſelf that he had not before tried 
to become of ſome ſervice to him ; he therefore 
propoſed a walk to him; and, with all the deli- 
cacy that a generous mind is capable of in ſuch 
a caſe, he hinted to him his ſuſpicions, and made 
him an offer of his houſe, his credit, and his 
purſe; at laſt he told him, that, let the nature of 


bis uneaſineſs be what it would, he might depend 


upon him, as a real friend, whoſe greateſt plea- 
ſure would be to ſerve him. The ſtranger thanked 
him in the moſt lively terms of gratitude; but, 
ſighing while he ſpoke, told him, that his miſ- 


fortunes were of ſuch a nature, that nothing but 


death could bring him relief ; however, added 
he, it muſt be confeſſed, they have found ſome 
alleviation in this city : the honour of your friend- 
ſhip, and the pleaſure of ſeeing you ſometimes, 
divert the cruel torments to which I am con- 
. demned. Continue your goodneſs to me, fir ; 
it is the only bleſſing I can be ſenſible of, and 


what alone gives ſome ſuſpenſion to my woes; 


you mult think they are of an uncommon nature, 
when 1 tell you, it is not permitted me to entruſt 


the ſecret of them in your breaſt. My huſband, 


melted by the ſtranger's tears, which he could 
not refrain, embraced him without being able to 
ſpeak, and mixed his tears with them : he dared 
mot inſiſt upon a confidence that was refuſed him; 
but he preſſed the ſtranger not to conſider his 
misfortune as paſt remedy. It is the ſolitary 
life you lead; ſaid he, that feeds your melan- 

F choly; 
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.choly ; ſeek ſociety, and I will venture to engage 
to procure you ſuch as ſhall pleaſe you; I mean 
the company of my wife; her good ſenſe, and 
.charaQter, bear ſuch -analogy to your's, that 
the moſt ſolid bands of friendſhip will preſently 
unite you; and that ſentiment is capable ſuſpend- 
ing thoſe gloomy ſorrows that ſeem to prey upon 
you. It is an additional aggravation to my miſ- 
fortune, anſwered the ſtranger, that I cannot ac- 
cept the advantage you offer me; the juſtice 
that public report renders to your lady, has made 
me acquainted with her merit; but I have for 
ever renounced the ſociety of the ſex: be per- 


ſuaded, ſir, that reaſons that you yourſelf would 


approve, if I could communicate them, have en- 
gaged me never to depart from the reſolutions 1 
have made in this reſpe&: once more I beg you to 
continue your friendſhip for me; that will make 
up for every other want. 


Tux baron acquainted me at night with the 
converſation that he had had with this amiable 
unhappy man; and I own I began to think that 
the diſcourſe of thoſe who believed that the pre- 
tended chevalier was a girl in love with the 
baron, had ſome appearances of truth in it; and 
the more fo, becauſe they had ſpoken to me with 
_ aſtoniſhment of the beauty of this ſtranger, which, 
they ſaid, exceeded that of the moſt lovely wo- 
men in the city. The baron agreed as to the 
perfection of his features; but he laughed at the 


idea 


J 
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idea they had formed about his diſguiſe, and much 
more at the motives they aſſigned for it. It is 
impoſſible, ſaid he, for a man of my age to have 
excited ſo extraordinary a paſſion ; and, beſides, 
what would have been the end of fuch a conduct? 
Had not he given him an opportunity of opening 
his mind to him? If it had been, what was ſuſ- 
pected, ſhe would have broken a ſilence, which 
could be productive of nothing. Although the 
baron did not believe a word of what was ſaid, 


yet he had the delicacy to offer to ſacrifice to me 


the pleaſure he had in the ſtranger's converſa- 
tion; but I did not conſent to it, though I was 
leſs incredulous than he was. Preſently my ſuſ- 
pieions were changed into certainties, when L 
underſtood, that the pretended chevalier had 
hired an apartment which looked into our gar- 
den; he had cauſed a lattice to be put there, 
that he might ſee us without being ſeen; and 
a boy that waited upon him told us he paſſed the 


day at his window. When the baron heard this 
circumſtance, he ſaid to me, ſmiling, We need 


not look any further for the cauſe of this ſtrange 
conduct; it diſcovers itſelf ; it is of you, my 
dear, without doubt, that the ſtranger is in love; 


his virtue makes him dread the charms of your 


converſation, I am obliged to him for his pru- 
_ dence to conceal it, which he thought neceſſary 
for my quiet. What, ſaid I, laughing, to my 
huſband, do you deſign to turn the tables upon 
me, and play yourſelf 'the jealous part to pre- 

| F 2 | vent 
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vent my giving way to the furies inſpired by it? 
I don't know your chevalier, who, according to 
all appearance, has never ſeen me, and never ſhall, 
if I can prevent it; after the idea you have given 
me, I ſhould be ſorry he had accepted your 
offers. Though I only affected the air of being 
vexed through meer joke, the baron ſeemed diſ- 
concerted at it; but ſecing that I could not help 
laughing heartily at the ſerious turn he had 
given to it, he continued in the ſame tone, and 
told me ; I ſhall never be offended to ſee you be- 
loved, my dear; it is a ſentiment ſo natural at 
the ſight of you, that it would be a piece of in- 
' Juſtice to make a crime of it; I ſhould forgive 
it in the chevalier ſooner than in any other, be- 
cauſe he has an exquiſite diſcernment z the ex- 
peQation would be too ſtrong to expect he could 
reſiſt it; all I can expect from the mutual friend- 
ſhip we have ſworn to each other, is, that he 
ſhall not endeavour to inſpire you with too-lively 
an acknowledgment; nature has formed him to 
melt the hearts of the moſt cruel of your ſex; 
and, however great your virtue may be, it would 
be expoſing it to too ſevere a trial, to oppoſe ſo 
formidable an enemy to it. We paſſed the reſt 
of the day in diverting ourſelves about the 
ſtranger ; and my huſband's thoughts were fo 
taken up with him, that he was the continual 
ſubje& of our converſation; my daughter was 
never ſatisfied with liſtening to him, ſh6 had a 
great defire to ſee the man her father loved ſo 

5 Soph 
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much; and ſhe was never tired with aſking 
queſtions about his air, his features, and his ac- 
tions. Chance procured her what ſhe ſo eagerly 
wiſhed for. Ore holiday, that I was kept in by 
a ſlight fever, my daughter followed her father to 
church ; my huſband having perceived the che- 
valier, called to him, as he was coming out, and 
told him, it would be carrying his reſerve towards 
her too far, to refuſe ſaluting his daughter. I 
wiſh ſhe was fome years older, added he; then, 
perhaps, the ſight of her would have given us ample 
fatisfaction for your refuſal] to be acquainted with 
her mother. The chevalier. ſeemed ſtruck at this 
reproach, he looked with an air of ſadneſs upon my 
daughter, his eyes filted with tears; and having 
taken her hand, which he kiſſed in a reſpectful 


manner, fetched a deep ſigh. My little one, feel- 
ing he had wetted her hand, in her turn looked at. 


tentively at him, and the dejeQtion that appeared 
in his countenance, making an impreſſion on the 
child's heart, ſhe began to cry bitterly, and, ſob- 


ding, aſked him, why the fight of her afflited him 
ſo: The chevalier's heart was ſo full, that he was 


not able to ſpeak one word ; he therefore made a 
tow bow and withdrew, leaving my huſband and 
daughter in an aſtoniſhment eaſily to be conceived. 
My daughter continued to cry heartily; and, when 
| ſhe came into my room threw herſelf inta-my arms, 
faying, ah, my dear mother, I have ſeen the che- 
valier; how amiable he is, and what pity it is he 
ſhould be ſo melancholy. Look at my hand, faid 


F 3 ſhes | 
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| the; it is ſtill wet with his tears; I would not wipe 
© them off, before I had ſhewn them to you: at the 
ſame time ſhe rubbed it with her handkerchief, and 
told me ſhe would keep it, becauſe her papa ſaid he 
was one of the beſt men in the world, and therefore 
his tears were precious; but why, faid ſhe, was | 
the occaſion of them? At the ſame time ſhe put the 
handkerchief to her mouth, and kiſſing the place 
that was wet, pierced me through with fright. She 
was not yet twelve years old, but her heart was too 
much like her mother's, and I perceived at one 
glance all I had to fear from the chevalier, if ſhe 
| ſhould ever fee him again. Her father, who never 
imagined it poſſible that a child of her age could 
be affected by a real paſſion, attributed this action 
to the goodneſs. of her heart; and pleaſing him- 
Felf with the confuſion he ſhould give her, told her: 
Don't be ſurprized, my dear Julia, at the tears the | 
Chevalier ſhed at ſeeing you; I know the motives 
of them, he is in love with you, and his melancholy 
is occaſioned by his fear that I will not give my 
| conſent to his marrying you; really I ſhould be 
|” ſorry he ſhould become your huſband, though, if 
vou had a ſincere regard for him, it might engage 
me to furmount my repugnance. Speak to me 
fincerely, ſhould you be glad to have ſuch a huſ- 
band? The little lady, though ſhe knew not how to 
feign, evaded giving a poſitive anſwer, and very 
dexterouſly ſaid to her. father, papa, why ſhould 
you have any repugnance to my marry ing this man, 
whom you love ſo much? Becauſe he is not rich; 
5 | very 
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very well,, ſaid Julia briſkly, riches to be ſure muſt 
be very neceſſary, when you have told me a ihou- 
ſand times, that virtue only, and not riches, pro- 
duced happineſs; ſo that if the chevalier loved me, 
and I was a great girl, yon would not ſuffer him to 
die of grief for want of your conſent to marry me, 

becauſe you ſay he is the honeſteſt man in the world, 

and you prefer that to riches. I agree, ſaid the 
baron, that the chevalier has a great many vir- 

tues, and that I love him as my ſon; yet, I ſhould- 
have good reaſon to refuſe my conſent, leſt you 
ſhould be ſorry not to be the wife of ſome great 
lord. I muſt be very fooliſſi then, anſwered Julia; 
thank God, I am neither ambitious nor covetous z 
and, if you give me leave to chuſe a huſband, I will 

chuſe one. that. is mild, complaiſant, amiable ;, in 
ſhort, one like the chevalier; I am fure he has all 
theſe good qualities, and I have thought ſo a long 
time, becauſe you ſaid ſo, and now I believe it be. 
cauſe I have read it in his countenance : but I am 
afraid, you are joking with me becauſe I am a child; 
your chevalier does not love me; he was dull and 
melancholy before he ſaw me, and I am fooliſh to 

ſpeak to you ſeriouſly upon ſuch a ſubject. This 

| ſtroke, that diverted my huſband, occaſioned me . 
ſome ſerious reflexions- as to my daughter's diſpo- 
ſition. I made her father perceive, that ſuch trifling 
was out of ſeaſon; and, as he inſiſted upon her age, 
J begged of him to conſider that ſhe was the daugh- | 
ter of a mother, whoſe paſſions had declared them- 
ſelves in a very early age. The following day, the 
| #4 baron, 
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baron, contrary to his cuſtom, did not ſay a word 
about the chevaher ; the little one, who commonly 
ran to him while he was ſpeaking, and who uſed 
to enquire about him, kept herſelf at a diſtance 
with a thoughtful air, and could not help letting 
ſome fighs eſcape from her, which puzzled me a 
good deal. I was reſolved by careſſes to prevail 
on her to open her heart to me; new incidents 
-gave her an opportunity to diſcover the inclinations 
of it; and, though they reſtored her tranquillity 
of peace of mind, involved me in great uneaſineſs, 


as I have already given you to underſtand. 


THE death of a ſteward had put things out of 
order, which obliged my huſband to go, for ſome 
time, to one of his eftates, about three leagues - 
from Rheims. The agitations of my mind were 
very extraordinary, during the whole day of his 
departure; the conduct that I ought to obſerve 


towards my daughter, was the pretence; but the 


conduct of the chevalier was the real motive. My 
uneaſineſs on his account was ridiculous, becauſe 
its object was a man that I did not know; I was 
in bed a long while before I could diveſt myſelf of 
theſe confuſed notions, neither could I cloſe my 
eyes before twelve o'clock. I was in my firft ſleep 
when I heard a repeated loud knocking at my 
door, or rather I perceived they were breaking it 
open; a confuſed noife of fire. was heard on all 
ſides, and I did not doubt of its being in my 
houfe; the thick ſmoke that almoſt ſuffocated me, 
js me certain of this "arm : I, being —_— 
: | taken 
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taken up with the thoughts of my poor child than 
my own danger, jumped quite naked upon the floor 
to fly to her aſſiſtance; the fright had certainly diſ- 
ordered my ſenſes, ſince I could not find the door. 
1 heard ſeveral perſons upon the ſtairs ; I cried out 
to them with all my might, not to think of me, 
but to endeavour io ſave my child. In that inſtant 
my chamber-door was broke open, and the horri- 
ble ſpeQable that was preſented to my ſight, will 
never be blotted from my memory. An anti- 
chamber, which Was a thoroughfare-room, both to 
my daughter's and mine, was burnt; and I faw - 
my dear Julia's chamber-maid, dart through the 
flames z. and, as ſhe was going along a part of the 
floor. which was already burnt, ſhe fell in, and 1 
never ſaw. her more. This example could not ſtop 
me; being determined to fave her, or at leaſt 
to periſh with: her, I ſtrove to free myſelf from 
two men who» held: me, when the ſpirit of des 
Eſſarts, as. I. thought, appeared: io me; he laid. 
faſt hold on me, and delivered me into the hands 
of. ſome ſtrangers, ordering them, with a: voice 
which ſeemed more than human, to take care of: 
my ſafety ;. and before my eyes threw. himſelf into 
the middle of the flames, to penetrate. into Julia's 
chamber. I ſaw nothing afterwards:;: I: loſt all 
knowledge; and, when Icame. to my ſenſes, the 
firſt- objects that ſtruck my ſight, were my huſband. 
and daughter, who were diſtracted at my ſituation: 
I looked at them with a wild and ſtupid ar; I could 
handy perſuade myſelf but what had paſſed in the © 

F 5; | pight 
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night was only a dream; and my thoughts were 
more employed in convincing myſelf. of the reality 

of it, than in confidering what was before my eyes; 

nevertheleſs I preſſed. my daughter. in my arms, 
mechanically, and I touched her to convince my- 

ſelf of her exiſtence. After ſome moments, E 
wanted to ſpeak, but my tongue refuſed to fulfil. 
my deſire, and it was impoſſible for me to utter 
ane ſingle word. All of a ſudden I found myſelf 
ſuffocating and thought I had but few moments 

to live. A ſurgeon, who had never left me from 
the inſtant Lwas carried into this houſe, made haſte 

to prick me in the foot, without waiting for the 
worm water, that he had ordered; the blood came 
only drop by drop, but my ſoot was hardly in the 
water before it guſhed out. Lam perſuaded I 
my life to this immediate ſuccour; my oppteſſion 
diminiſhed, and in half an hour I was out of dan-. 


| ger. My. huſband. being tranſported with joy, at. 


as out of danger, aſked, my leave to go out one. 
moment, to bring in my deliverer the- chevalier. 
The chevalier, ſaid I, with furprize, raiſing my- 
ſelf upright in my bed, with a. vivacity. they, did 
not expect from a perſon exhauſted by fear and the. 
loſs of blood: no, it: is not to the chevalier that I: 
owe mine and my daughter's ſafety; Heaven has. 
worked a miracle for our preſervation; one of its. 
inhabitants has ſaved us; L knew his voice and 
features z what other could have ſucceeded in draw - 
2 dear e flames? My huſband: 


hearing 
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hearing me talk in this manner, firmly believed, 
that the fright had diſordered my brain ; and the 
| cian, who thought ſo too, winked at him, and 
ſaid to me, we are of the ſame opinion, madam 
but this is not a proper time to admire this prodi- 
8) you have need of reſt ; and I could wiſh you. 
could poſtpone any further enquiries into this affair 
till we ate all more compoſed. This care of the 
phyſician's was a providential ſtroke for me; be- 
cCauſe it gave me time for reflection, without which, 
I ſhould have diſcovered. to. the baron a myſtery, 
which, for the ſake-of his peace of mind, he ought 
for ever to remain in.ignorance of: therefore, to. 
all appearance, I remained quiet, and liſtened at-- - 
tentively to all that was ſaid about me; I heard my 
daughter tell ſeveral perſons who came into my 
room, that the hair and cloaths of the poor cheva- 
lier were burnt, as alſo his eyebrows. He had 
found her endeavouring, without effect, to force a 
door upon a back ſtaircaſe, that had been ſnuut ußʒ; 
according to all appearance ſhe would have periſh-- 
ed in an attempt above her ſtrength, if heaven had 
not been watchful far her ſafety; the chevalier 
drew the nails that faſtened it, and carried this 
poor child to the houſe where they put her by his 
order; after this, being informed that I was aſſiſt- 
ed by ſome friends, and by a ſurgeon and phyſici- a 
an, that had been called in, he ordered his valet,” 
to take horſe, and go inſtantly and fetch my huſ- 
band; he had given directions to be informed eve- 
Ty —_— of an hour of my fituation ; and, after 
having 
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having taken his meaſures, returned to my houſe 
. to watch thoſe that were at work in extinguiſhing 
the fire, and prevent the ſtealing of our goods. 
His cares, and the promifes he made in the baron's 
name, infpired thoſe that had run to our aſſiſt- 
ance, with ſo much alacrity, that my huſband, on 
his arrival, found the fire extinguiſhed, and had 
no other uneaſineſs than what was occafioned hy 
my fainting. Julia had given this relation, while: 
her father was gone to force the chevaliey to come- 
and receive our thanks 3 I preſently ſaw him come. 
in again very dejected; and, without addrefling his 
diſcourſe to me, becauſe 1 feigned to be aſfeep, that 
might loſe nothing of what was ſaid, told ſome- 
of his friends, that he was quite in deſpair, becauſe- 
our dehverer, the chevalier, had withdrawn 
bimſelf to prevent his acknowledgements ;- that he 
had ordered his ſervant to let him know when they 
{ thought his wife out of danger; and, as ſoon as he- 
knew it, he ordered his horfe, which was ready, 
to be brought to him, and is. gone away, without 
any one being able to gueſs the route he has taken. 
Ft is eaſy to conceive the dilemma this diſcourſe- 
threw me into, which, far from clearing up the- 
ideas F had formed, only ſerved te perplex them 
| more. I could not diſſuade myſelf from thinking 
| that we owed our preſervation to des Effarts : me- 
thought 1 ſaw him yet, the ſound of his voice was. 
till in my ears, and I was inclined always to think 6 
mat it was his bleſſed fpirit that God had permitted | 
| 10 take the appearance of a body for our ſafety : 
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and yet my huſband and daughter perfiſted in ſay- 
ing, it was the chevalier that drew her from the 
middle of the flames; how was it poſſible to make 
theſe ideas conform to thoſe 1 had of the death of 
my lover? The conduct of the chevalier, the whole 
time he ſtayed at Rheims; the deſcription my huſ- 
band had given of him; but, above all, his fl ght 
and obſtinacy, not to appear before us, ſeemed toe». 
agree with nobody but des. Eſſarts; every circum- 
ſtance declared the chevalier and him ts be the- 
| fame perſon. At this inſtant I recalled to my mind: 
the circumſtances of his mifling ; my mother did: 
not ſee him expire ; ſhe never found his body; ſox - 
that there was. nothing to prevent my thinking he. 
might have been ſaved by ſome fortunate accident: 
T had certainly adopted. this. opinion, if the ſilence- 
that he had obſerved from that mament had not: 
counterbalanced in my mind the flattering hopes of: 
his exiſtence; how could I perſuade myſelf. that. 
he could let us remain ignorant of it? Two years; 
were elapſed before my engagement with the ba- 
ron: was it poſſible for- him to ſtay fo long withs | 
out coming to us, or writing to his mother or | 
mine? Suppoſing it was he that lived in the-ſame; 
village with me, that he loved me lil; bis, 
welancholy, bis attachment to my huſband, the- 
tears that he ſhed. on ſeeing my daughter, all de- 
clared the duration of a paſſion without hope: but; 
how was he able to conſtrain it at a. time when it, 
Was not criminal? In the midſt of theſe different, 

thoughts, 1 perceived a ſtrange working in me: 

| that 
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that made me ſhudder with horror: all the love 1 
bad for him formerly begun to rekindle from its 
aſhes; or, more properly ſpeaking, I found my 
{| Heart had been always full of it, that it was che- 
riſhed and preſerved there under the name of vene- 
ration and friendſhip; if it be poſſible to entertain 
ſuch ſentiments for ſuch as ceaſe to exiſt. At the 
ſame time that the delicacy of his conduct forced 
my admiration, my baſe heart could not approve 
of his proceedings; I looked upon him as cruel to 
have lived ſo long near me, without letting me 
"know. at leaft that he was living: I confidered:it as 
an act of barbarity in him, Io go away from me at a 
time when he had:given me ſuch ſtrong prpofs of his 


1 reſpect and tenderneſs. Theſe unjuſt thoughts did 


not laſt. long; I bluſhed: that I had paid the leaſt 
attention to. them : I. found myſelf unworthy of 
thoſe-ſentiments that the: beſt of mankind. had-pre- 


| ſerved for me; I: was aſhamed at the ungrateful 


return that. I paid-:to the. attachment of a huſ- - 
band whom J was inſulting; and I aſſure you, I 
was fo abaſhed. at my infidelity to him, though it 
was abſolutely involuntary, that it was a long tine 
before I dared to look him in the face: I deſpiſed- 
my own heart; I thanked Heaven that had inſpired 
tim with a courage, ſuperior to mine; and, by 
meer efforts, Fcame at laſt to form a ſincere defire 
abſolutely. to forget him; indeed my weak virtue 
could go no further, and I remained a prey to the 
moſt cruel and inconſiſtent ſentiments. How pain- 
= owes this ſituation was, Idreaded to extricate 
myſelf 
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myſelf out of it; and it ſeemed ſome: comfort to 
me not to loſe a ſingle pang: at laſt, I opened my 

eyes, and ſtrove to put on a chearful countenance; I 
ſucceeded very il} in it; and, if the ſtate I was in had 
not been attributed to the fright that had experi- 
enced, it would eaſily have been pereeived that I had 
ſomething extraordinary upon my mind. I paſſed: 
ſeveral days in this manner; being regardleſs of 
thoſe that were about me, I did/ not perceive the 
uneaſineſs I gave my huſband and my daughter; 
neither the one nor the other quitted the ſide of 
my bed; and my huſband. had already paſſed two 
nights in my room, when the tears of my daugh- 


ter, who. preſſed him in vain to take ſome reſt, 
drew me out of this kind of lethagy. _ T'entreat- | 


ed my huſband to go to bed, aſſuring him I wes + 
much better, and that my head began to be ſettled; 
thefe appeared to- him the firſt reaſonable words. 
ſince my fit, which gave him ſuch exquiſite joy, 


that I was tempted to riſe and three muyſelf at his- | 


feet, and confeſs to him that I did noi deſerve the 

tender concern he took about my life. Though E 
afterwards ſurmounted. this emotion, it was not thes- | 
fear of degrading myſelf in his opinion that engaged: | 
me to it; but the conſideration of his peace of | 
mind, which ſuch a confeſſion would have deſtroy- 


ed for ever. The baron's concern for me, did not 
prevent his enquiries after my deliverer : he had. 


ſent every road to find ſome: traces of him, and 


Had learnt nothing 
into the place of his 


could give him any light 


treat. The third day, in 


the | 
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the morning, he received a letter written in a hand: 
unknown to him; but whoſe author was too much 


riveted in my heart for me to miſtake his hand- 
writing; which cauſed fo great an emotion in me, 
that they were obliged to read it a ſecond time, ſo 
eonfuſed was 1 at the firſt —— It was con- 
3 in the following terms. | 


l! | ik the Chevalier 1 10 the > "FR 45 


BAT TEVILLE. 


4 F NO longer complain ef- i 8 firs 
fince it has procured: me the ineftimable bleſſing of: 
ſaving your lady and daughter, and thereby given: 
me an opportunity of proving the ſincerity of my; 
attachment to you. This is the-firſt favour L have: 


received at fortune's hands. Unprecedented mis-. 
| fortunes: forced me from my native country in my; 


youth,. and ſtill. purſue me with unparallelled ob- 
Rinacy.:. I have loſt every. thing that could make 
Mfe dear to me; and,. beſides, am obliged: to tears 


| myſelf: from the pleaſures L experienced in your: 
# converſation: There exiſts nothing more for. me; 


in this world, and I exiſt no-longer for any one ;. 
thoſe who could take any. concern in my good for- 
tune, believe me among the number of the dead. 
Farewell fir, farewell for ever; at leaſt let me live 


period to my troubles by terminating my days, 
you ſhall be informed both of my name and mis - 
fortunes. I. am ſure you w 


uy for a conduQ, which] 


hen approve the rea- 
ſt have appeared ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary to you. Gratitude gave birth to my at- 
tachments to you; ſome perſons who are extreme- 
ly dear to me, owe their happineſs to you; and, 
tho' I ſhould lay down my life for your ſake, I 
could not repay you the obligations I owe. you. 
The chevalier d'Aumont.. 


" Tris letter was another enigma for the baron. 
If the beginning was capable of giving him ſome 
ſuſpicions of the truth, the concluſion diſconcerted 
all his ideas. He could not comprehend upon what 
benefit the chevalier founded the gratitude he 
mentioned, having entirely loſt all idea of the pen» 
ſion he had ſettled on madam des Effarts during her 
life. But he entertained the moſt lively gratitude . 
for the ſtranger ; he was always talking of it; he 
made Julia repeat over and over again the terrible 
ſituation the chevalier was in when he came to her 
chamber; and every time he regretted not having 
it in his powef to make ſome ackriowledgments for 
ſuch extraordinary friendſhip. My daughter ſome- 
times ingenuoufly told him, if the poor chevalier 
had not been burnt, ſhe ſhould have been of her 

mother's opinion, and have believed it was an angel; 
for there are not two men in the world who would 
have expoſed themſelves ſo, to ſave a perſon they 
had ſeen but once. I liſtened to this diſcourſe wit 
the greateſt delight, without being able to ſharc in 
it; I dreaded betraying a ſecret that was ſo efſenti« 


al to our common peace; and, I bleſſed Heaven, 


that ſeemed to have caſt a miſt before the baron's 
Gn 1 
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| eyes, with regard: to an adventure that appeared ſo ; 
clear to me. I have told you, he cauſed the 


Mp ſtricteſt ſeareh to be made after the chevalier, but. 


without effect. This was another mark of hea- 
ven's protection: for, perhaps, the baron, in the 
exceſs. of gratitude that tranſported him, might: 
have forced this faithful lover to have diſcovered 
himſelf that he might be free from his importuni- 
ties; my daughter's hand was the reward he in- 
tended him.; he ſaid, ſhe belonged of right to him. 
who had expoſed his life for the preſervation of 
her's. He talked. of this defign in the higheſt: 
terms, and had already made known his intentions 
to his family, who could not accuſe me of having 


*  ihſpired him with ſo ſudden a reſolution ; for all 


the world knew I was unacquainted. with the che- 
valier. Some of our relations, who depended up- 
on an illuſtrious match, were alarmed at this pro- 
ject; and believing it would be eaſy. to perſuade 

me to enter into their views, becauſe it appeared TI: 
had not been conſulted about it, two of the princi- 

pal of them came to remonſtrate with me upon this 
ſubject; and, as it was thought I governed my 
huſband, they endeavoured to pique. my vanity, 
by ſaying, this was the firſt time he had even dared: 
to determine upon any point, without conſulting. 
me. They hinted to me, that it was a thing un- 
heard. of, for the baron to pretend to marry his- 
daughter without my advice; that they had a bet- 
ter opinion of my good ſenſe, than to believe any. 
ane had dared. to mention ſuch a.match to me, in fa- 


VOUTr: 
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your of an utter ſtranger, a man of no family with- 
out doubt, becauſe he took ſuch pains to conceal it; 
in ſhort, to ſay no more, to one thathates ſociety'; 
for they imagined he had infinuated himſelf into the 
baron's favour, only to draw him into this match; 
they even went on ſo far as to ſay, that the fire 
had been ſet to my houſe by orders of this ſtroller, 


who without doubt had ſuborned fome of the ſer- 


vants for that purpoſe, that he might make himſelf 
neceſſary. I could not bear to hear ſuch a horrible 
flander ſaid of him; and therefore cried out, what, 
is it poſſible that the chevalier can be capable of 
ſuch a black action; cannot the moſt conſummate 
virtue ſecure. him from ſuch horrid calumnies; 
what, this martyr to charity, to conſtancy |— 
Here 1 ſtopped, and bluſhed for having ſaid ſo. 
much; gentlemen, added I, I do not know the 
chevalier, only from the account my huſband has 
given me of him; he has not at all conſulted me 
in the intentions which he ſeems to have of giving 
him his daughter; nevertheleſs the eſteem that I 
have for M. de Batteville, will never ſuffer me to 
think that the man he horiours with his frienſhip- 
can be guilty of the crimes you lay to his charge; 
he is not known to us, but, perhaps he is to the 
baron; but, be it how it may, they ſhall never 
find me, I don't ſay, oppoſe his inclinations, but 
even diſſatisfied with whatever he may determine 
about the diſpoſal of my daughter. If he thinks. 
proper to diſpoſe of her to her deliverer, Eſhall 
Weng his motives for it, without deſiring to, 
know: | 
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know them; and I ſhall never deviate from the 


reſpeAful duty I owe him. Beſides, I think your 


alarms are but ill- grounded: the flight of the che- 
valier does not portend any inclination to take ad- 


vantage of my huſband's good will to him; and 
the only acknowledgment he requires for the ſer- 


vice he has rendered us, is to give over the enqui- 


ries that we have made to find out the place of his 
retreat. I ſhall not hide from you the deſign 1 


have to perſuade the baron, to pay ſome. regard to 


his deſires on this head; to me, it ſeems a kind of 


© temerity to ſorce our benefaQions upon this wor- 


hy man, after the manner, in which he expreſſed 
himſelf in a letter that he wrote: to my huſband 


' 4bree days after his departure; and I beg of you 


to judge of this generous man's character by this 
letter, and not by reports invented by the blackeſt 
malice. As ſoon as I had ſaid this, I put des Eſ- 
ſarts' leiter into theis hands; and T had the pleaſing 
fatisfaQion of ſeeing them affected at the fate of a 
man, who expreſſed his misfortunes after ſo lively, 
and at the ſame time fo noble, a manner: I told 
them, likewiſe, that the baron had at ſeveral times 


made this. generous ſtranger an offer of his houſe, 


his purſe, and. his credit; and that he was firm in 


his refuſal of them. I added (what was very true) 


that a long time before the accident of the fire, my 
huſband had. conceived ſo high an idea of the che- 
valier, that he had told me ſeveral-times, he believed 
he ſhould fix: his daughter's happineſs, if he could 


Lee ber united to ſo eſtimable a man; and, it is not 
F te 


„ 
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to be wondered. at, that what, at firſt, was. only a 
defire, or rather a wiſh, ſhould be changed into a 


firm reſolution, after being indebted to him for the 
| Preſervation of what was moſt dear to him. 


Wx they were gone, I began to reflect upon 
the kind of approbation I had juſt given to the ba- 
ron's deſigns. My love for my daughter was ſuch, 
that I felt not the leaſt repugnance to a marriage 
that would have ſecured her happineſs. I was per- 
ſuaded ſhe loved des Eſſarts, and | was not ſurprized 
at it; it ſeemed determined that every thing that be- 
longed to me ſhould partake of my ſentiments for 
him : I dreaded, with reaſon, that this dear child's 
conſtancy (who too much reſembled her mother) 
would be to her a fertile ſource of all thoſe miſ- 
fortunes that 1 had experienced. I ſhould have 

| conſented with pleaſure to her eſpouſing des Eſſarts, 
and yet I could not flatter myſelf to ſurvive ſuch an 
union: the daily conſticts I had to ſuſtain by the 
contrariety of theſe ſentiments, threw me into ſuch 
a languiſhing way, that I expected the end of my 
days was drawing near; and the preſages I had in 
this reſpect, perhaps, had been verified, if the au- 
thor of my condition had not fupplied me with a 
remedy. 


. I Had paſſed fix months in this languiſhing man- 
ner; when the baron's valet, whom I have already 
mentioned, was obliged to take a journey to Paris. 
He met des Eſſarts at the Luxemburgh palace, and 

WE” cried 
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dried for joy at the ſight of him: Ah! chevalier, t 
ſaid he, what pleaſure it would give my maſter, to t 
| ſee you again; if you did but know how many ſteps 
he has taken to find out your retreat, and how mor- 
tified he is not to have diſcovered it, you could not 1 
have the courage to conceal from him any longer | 
the place where you ate. He deſigns to give you . | + 
his daughter that you ſaved ; and, it is publicly re- 
ported, that ſhe will never be married, if he fails in 
- perſuading you to accept of her. Friend, ſaid the 
|» Ghevalier, I am perfectly grateful to the baron for 
bis goodneſs, but it is not poſſible for me to take 
this advantage of it, for reaſons he would approve 
if he could be made acquainted with them. He 
then enquired after the health of the family in ge- 
neral, without daring to aſk after me in particular. 
The young man told him, I was not quite recovered 
yet from the fright he had been witneſs to; that 
nothing could relieve me from the melancholy I had 
cContracted, which grieves both my maſter and young 
lady extremely. I am perſuaded, added he, your 
preſence will bring joy back into the houſe; and, 
vou ought to permit me to acquaint the baron you 
are in Paris. That you may do, anſwered des 
Eſſarts; but, if you do not give me your word of 
honour not to mention to him your meeting with 
me, I will not ſtay twenty-four hours in this city- 
Laine found, by his poſitive manner of ſpeaking, | 
that the chevalier's reſolution to keep at a diſtance 
from us was not to be ſhaken; and, being unwilling 
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to force him a ſecond time, he promiſed: not to men- 

| tion it, and kept his word. 85 

| 'S 
"i des EMarts had juſt heard, 2 

him to break the ſilence he had hitherto kept with 
regard to me. He had made it his buſineſs to 

enquire ſo particularly into every thing that related 
to me, during his ſtay at Rheims, that he knew all 
my connections; my principal friend was a lady of 
eminent virtue, and he thought he might depend 
upon her to put a letter inio my own hands; he 
deſired this lady to give it me in private, becauſe it 
treated of an affair that concerned only me and my 
family, and it would be of the utmoſt conſequence 
if known by any one elſe. The lady, who was too 
well acquainted with me to fear being drawn in as 
an acceſſary to an intrigue, made no difficulty of 
rendering me the ſervice that was demanded of her. 
My ſurprize at the receipt of this letter opened her 
eyes; ſhe did not hide her ſuſpicions from me, and 

I ſet too great a value upon her friendſhip, not to 

| riſk every thing for the preſervation of it; beſides, 
my heart was oppreſſed; and, ſinking under the 
weight of its troubles, I found I ſtood in need of the 
counſels of a virtuous friend; I therefore thought 
Providence had contrived this means to fortify my 
weakneſs, and I ſincerely laid my heart open to her, 
This lady, who was miſtreſs of a ſolid piety, far 
from making me any reproaches, applied herſelf to 
comfort and to condole with me; ſhe owned I was. 
in a painful ſituation, but ſhe raiſed me from the de- 


jection 
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j-Qion I was thrown into from the fears of being 
wanting in my duty, by the duration of a paſſion 
that I deteſted. What are you afraid of, woman 
of little faith? ſaid ſhe to me. Involuntary ſenti- 
ments can never render us culpable in the eyes of 
a God, who knows the droſs of which we are 
formed ; while you ſtruggle to overcome your in- 
clination, it will be the means, as well as the ſub- 
jeQ, of the greateſt victories. I don't tell you, you 
are not to blame on this occaſion ; your dejection 
is a fault, and a great ingratitude towards the hand 
who has miraculouſly ſupported you under ſuch a 
temptation. Put your confidence in him, and ac- 
knowledge your weakneſs: believe, through his 
grace, you will be reſtored to perfect tranquillity ; 
and 1 dare promiſe it to you, in his name. 


Tx fear.of being falſe to my huſband, through 
the involuntary emotions of my heart, as I have al- 
ready told you, was certainly the principal cauſe of 
my melancholy ; but, as ſoon as I was relieved by 
my friend from theſe diſmal apprehenſions, it ſeemed 
as if an enormous weight had been taken off from 
me; I ſet the diſpoſitions of my mind in their true 
light, without prejudice, and I found nothing in 
me that could be productive of remorſe. I returned 
des Eſſartsꝰ letter back to my friend without opening 
it, and begged of her to read it, and ſuppreſs either 
the whole or part, as ſhe judged proper + ſhe con- 

ſented; and, after having read it, found it conceived 
in terms ſo adapted to ſtrengthen my mind, that ſhe 
adviſed me to read it all, which contained as follows. 


_ Vw OY 
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Bon du Ess an rl een BarTETRAS, 


"07 Manx, 3 
VIV cannot E witneſs to the pant 


2 your ſituation have raiſed in my breaſt? 1 
thought I had no further misfortunes to dread, 
becauſe 1 imagined myſelf arrived at the laſt pe- 


riod of wretchedneſs. Alas! the moſt cruel are 


yet to overcome; I was only unhappy from the 
day that I loſt all hopes of being your's, but now 


I am guilty; I have baſely given way to my de- 


ire of being near you, of converſing with you, 
and of being perſonally aſſured of your happi- 
neſs; my heart was comforted, and found ſome 
pleaſure, or at leaſt ſome reſpite, from | its pains, in 
the company of a man who was dear to me, be- 


cauſe he had been the inſtrument of your happi- 


neſs, and enjoyed that of being your's. . Vu are 


become the victim of the only comfort that was 


permitted me for the ſpace of thirteen years. The 


profound melancholy in which you; have lived 
ever ſince the fatal moment that preſented me to 
your light, made me fear, not without reaſon, that 
I have revived in your bieaſt a paſſion that is no 
longer lawful. This ſentiment, which would con- 
ſtitute the happineſs of my life, if it could exiſt 
without a crime, actually renders me the moſt 
unbappy of all mankind, becauſe. it makes me the 
moſt guilty. Do not add te my wretchedneſs, 
madam ; z that, brought on me by the loſs of vou, 
would have 9 . to put an end to my life, if 
Providence had not preſerved it againſt my will, 
9 happy time f when, maſter of myſelf, I made 
G 


you 
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| your image in my ſoul reſign. its place = bo, 
which ought to have entire poſſeſſic j of it, Whi- . 


| 'riſhing a d which I conſide 5 is f 
I would only have reſpected an 
|| "you as my ſiſter; a flame that wag 
| | ed is rekindled from its aſhes, - Bel 
Fun to breathe the ſame air with you, but it in- 
fetcted my virtue: far from dreading the return 
a of former ſentiments, I diſcovered nothing but 
[ innocence. The liberty of diſpoſing of my vows, 
was free from any engagement; and 1 thought 
I did nothing contrary to my duty, in conſe- 
crating the remainder of my, days to offer them 
up only for you. I war convinced of the purity 
of my paſſion, which had never been productive 
of a ſingle thought that could ſtartle the moſt ri. 
gid virtue. Wretch that IT was! could I forget 
that you was become my idol] and ought not my 
forgetfulneſs of God, in which ſtate I lived du- 
| ring my reſidence at Rheims, ought it not, I ſay, 
| to have made me feel how incompatible my paſ- 
ſion was with the duty I owed him? At 4 | 
this merey has looked down with pity on me; my 
eyes were opened when I learnt the diſmal ſitua- 
tion to which you was reduced. Shall I tell you, 
madam ? And what have I to fear from a confeſ- 
ſion that muſt be pleaſing to your virtue? The 
| horror which ſeized me on examining the depth 
of that abyſs into which I had fallen ; that hor- 
Tor, I ſay, has driven from my heart a paſſion, no . 
longer conſiſtent with my virtue ; and my ſoul has 


1 


e 
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recovered the tranquillity of my earlier years; 
we were not born for each other: and the wiſdom 


of Providence, by taking ſuch extraordinary 


means for our ſeparation, has undoubtedly pre · 


vented our ruin, which was infallible, if we had 
been united in oppoſition to its decrees. This is 
what I now comprehend in the cleareſt manner; 


but two days ago, I would have died a thouſand 
times before I would have made ſuch a confeſſion; 
and now I actually do it without the leaſt pain; 


1 even flatter myſelf that you will partakeof my | 
, ſentiments, which alone can reſtore to you your 


former tranquillity : your heart is virtuous, it was 
.never deſigned for the habitation of ingratitude ; 
your obligations to the baron ought to force you 
to forget me; and you ought to avail yourſelf of 
the influence you have upon his mind to engage 


him to keep my ſecret ; it is the only means of 
retaining me in Europe. I would hide myſelf in 
the moſt diſtant part of America, rather than 
expoſe my feeble virtue to freſh trials; however 
_ I do not renounce the happineſs of / preſerving for 
you a friendſhip which ought to be everlaſting. 
Let a ſew years, when in the abodes of charity, 
and we may love without a crime. Adieu, ma- 
dam; prove how dear I have been to you by for- 
getting me, and you will compleat the felicity I 


begin to enjoy from the moment I facrifieed r 
love to my duty. 


My friend was nob at all DYE 2 . 


1 thought this letter proper to confirm me in my 
| n reſolutions; I took the determination of 


G2 re · 
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'choly made waſte away as he went; my dear 
Julia fell away perceptibly, and I ſhould prefently 
have had to reproach myſelf as tlie occuſion both 
of my huſband's and my daughter's death; this 
dreadful thought added new vigour to my cou- 
rage, God hearkened tothe vows'of des Effarts, 


peace was reſtored to my breaſt; but I was for a 
long while obliged to ſtruggle with the remem- 


brance of what was ftill too dear to me. How 
painful ſoever this ſituat ion was, it was not deſti- 
tute of all comfort; it is ſo pleaſing to be con- 
tonted in one's mind and to have nothing to re- 
proach one's ſelf with: this happy ſtate coun- 
-terbalances every difficulty we go through, and 
that is what I told you in the letter chat raiſed 
your curiofity, I am happy, becauſe I am without 
' remorſe; I'renew my ſacrifice every inſtant; and 
God, whoſe goodneſt is infinite, rewards my en- 
deavours to obey him, by ſuch a calm peace 
within, as is deſcribed in the ſacred writings, un- 
der the figure of a delicious and perpetual ban- 
quet. That reflection of the chevalier, that we 
mould have been ruined if we had come toge- 
cher, called to my remembrance what my virtu- 
ons mother ſaid, when ſhe undertook to mode- 


rate a paſſion, which, though in its infancy, was 
in full force. If God has deſigned you for each 


bother, he will kriow how to removeevery obſtacle 
that oppoſes your marriage. Theſe difficulties 


were multiplied inſtead of being lefſened';- and 


had, formed a moral 8 46 an union, 
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which, was the object of our vows, hy tha accu- 
mulation of the maſt. extraordinary circum- 
ſtances, Was not this pointing out to us, in a moſt 
perceptible manner, that he rejected them? and 
was it neceſſary. to give other proofs to people: 
convinced that nothing. arrives through chance, 
and that what the thoughtleſs vulgar call ſortui- 
tous events, becomes an order of Providence ta, 
thoſe who; conſider ſecond cauſes as agents of thag 
divine will, which, makes all things ſubſervient to 
our good? It was to, this light that l owed the re- 
turn, of my. reaſon z and the change that was h 

wrought in me by, it, recalled tomy huſband's. 
and. daughter's breaſt that joy, and happineſs; that 
I had driven thence: I then thanght upon the 
only remedy, that could cure me radically ; and 
that was, the marriage of my daughter, wills des 
Eſſarts: I had not projected it, it was the baron, 
that had, determined, on it withqut my advice; 


and aacording ta my principle. this diſpoſition, ag- 


peazed to me as am order, of Providence: but hom 
to perſuade, the chevalier to it way the matter? 
How were we. to make this deſign. oojncide with. 
the fixm reſolution he was in of keeping at a 
diſtance from us? This proje c had to ma the ap- 
pearanc of an agreeable, chimera, that, nothing 


could, rœaliſe; I left the ſucceſs of it to. God, if it. 
was according to his holy will; and, in the mean, 
time, I made the baron, ſenſible that it was hut. a 
poor way to acknowledge the obligations we owed, 
tha ahevalier, ta reward him according to our fan- 

| e do: knaws Og TY . 5 
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he does not ſeem diſpoſed to adopt them, you 
ſhould ſerve him in a manner agreeable to his de- 
es, and let him retain the borrowed character 
he alſumes, and ſeems ſo fond of: I had foreſeen 
the cutioſity I ſhould raiſe in my huſband; he. 
, demanded haſtily, by what means I had diſcover- 
ed his knowledge of the deſign of giving him his 
daughter; I owned he had explained himſelf on 
this head to our friend, and had begged it of her. 
as a favour to let him remain quiet in the retreat - 
that he had choſen ; my huſband ſighed for grief, 
at hearing this requeſt; and my daughter was 
much more affected by it, than was conſiſtent 
with her repoſe. You may remember the change 
that was made in her ; her gaiety forſook her ; 
ſhe henceforward appeared thoughtful ; and, for 
the ſpace of a whole year, all the friendſhip ſne 
had for us, could pot engage her to get the better 
of herſelf, nor to diſcloſe her heart to me; ſhe 
was contcions of the change that was made in 
her, but denied the cauſe of it, attributing it to a2 
diforderi in her health, which in reality was but in- 
different. The phyſicians that were conſulted 
ſtrengthened this opinion, and adviſed me to ſend 
her to drink the waters of Forges. My huſband 
was preparing for this journey, in which te W 2 : 
who was my confident was to bear us company; 
when, about three days before that fixed on for 
our departure, the baron was attacked with a fit 
of the gout; he was ſubje& to this diſorder, ſo that 
I was not at all frightened at it; and, as he ſeem- 
ed very much concerned at the ny this accident 
would 


would occaſion to his: journey, which he 3 
neceſſary for Julia's health, I propoſed to him to 
| truſt her to the care of my friend, becauſe I could 
not reſolve with myſelf to leave kin i in his pain- 
ful ſituation, which required my attendance upon 
him; he approved the propoſal of my daughter 
to ſet out. During her ſix weeks ſtay at Forges, I had 
reaſon to believe that her illneſs, whether it was of 
the body or mind, began to mitigate; her letters 
were in the ſtile of a gay lively perſon, and per- 
fectly free; ſhe had but fifteen days longer to 


ſtay there, when my huſband appeared to be in 


imminent Aadger ; the gout had got upwards, 
and the phyſicians aſſured me, if their efforts to 
drive it into the extremities proved unſucceſsful, 

that nothing could ſave him: I had not the cru- 
elty 'to conceal theſe diſmal tidings from him; 
and he heard of his condition with that tranquil- 
lity, that inſpires the dying, who have led a life 
of innocence, and are full of good works, with the 
hopes of a happy eternity. As he was deſirous | 
of ſeeing his daughter once more, I'ſent- away 
Laine and a waiting woman to bring her back in 
all haſte; I knew my friend had ſome indiſpenſi- 
ble buſineſs at Paris, where ſne was to ſtay a 
week; and I was unwilling that her complaiſance 
to me, ſhould engage her to negleQit, My dili- 
gence was needleſs, Julia did not arrive till ſome 

hours after her father's death. You was witneſs | 
both to her grief and mine; and your ſenſibility 
for a man who had been your friend, juſtified the 
. m_ ROY which could not be alleviated hut 
G 4 by 
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by the cireuraſtances-of ze 
as-ſureties of his. ſalvation, He had teceived the 
ſacraments with a piety that edified the whole 
city; he afterwards ordered me to be called in 


preſence of his chaplain, who was his confeſſor, 


and into whoſe hands he had put his will; — 
aſked my pardon or every fault he might have 
committed with regard to me, and aſſured. me 
they were involuntary: he added, I carry to the 
grave with me the grief of not having been able 
to acquit myſelf to the chevalier z do. you take 
upon you; my acknowledgements; and. if you 
ſhould. have the happineſs. of diſcovering him, 


prevail upon my daughter to receive, him for a, 


Huſband; be his circumſtances, what they will, 
you will be authorized by my will for. ſo. doing; 
and I call. Heaven to witneſs, that, independent 
of the ſervice he has rendered us, the knowledge. 
I had of his good qualities would have, engaged. 
me to make this choice, ſolely. with. a, deſire to. 
promote: her happigeſs. Theſe werte my huſband's, 
laſt words, whe. expired in my arms: my daugh- 


ter found me in the firſk tranſports of my grief; 5 
aud the abſolute neceſſity there was to mitigate 


her's, was a powerful motive for me to recall to 
my mind the words of the Apoſtle, Who warns 
us. ** Nbt to moan for the dead, which, none hut 
16 the Gentiles do.“ The family. was: aflembled 
to be preſent at the opening of the baren's will, 


and to ſettle ſuch meaſures as were. neceſſary; in 
mx danghter's affairs; this precaution; was needr | 
nn ere me ſale: heireſa, and 


2 
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tn daughter who at my diſpoſitian, - You, a 
acquainted with the reports that were propagateg 
tomy. prejudice, on account of his will; the rela- 
tions ſet the example; and, without paying any 
regard to the deep affliction in which I was in- 
volved, reproached me in the bittereſt tenms, as 


15 L had dictated, the wall, whoſe contents I was _ 5 


dug and abſdlurely ignorant of; and this cauſed | 
me ſome furprize. as.it was reading; they, aecuſed 
me of playing the hypocrite; in ſhort, they went 
ſo far as to threaten to have this will ſet, aſide, and 
to prove chat it was, the work of ſeduction; they 
even adviſed me to-renounce it, in order to pre- 
vent an enquiry. that would cover me with 
ſhame, and. expoſe my tricks. While they were 
ſhowering down on me in tliis manner their bit- 
der invectiues, God granted me his grace, and took 
entire poſſeſſion of my. foulz Lean, even allure 
you, that, conſidpring this rage of my daughter's 
relations, as proofs of their ſriendſhiꝑ ſor her, I 
had not the leah reſegtmentiagaink chem; and, 
would willingly kave conſented. to what they re- 
quired of me, if had not apprehended this ſtep 
would have been attributed to fear or remarſe g 
canſcience. My, daughter was not ſo moderate? 
ths; ſpoke. to her relations, in ſtrong terms, and 
made thom aſhamed of the ill manners they had 
loaded: me-withy; and, with a reſolution that could 
not be ex geCted from 2. girl of fourteen, aſſured 
her ſamily that ſhe never would ſuffer them to at- 
tempt to invalidate her father's. will; if you under- 
: ho ſaid ſhe to them, Lwill fly from her; for the 
| G 5 _ efforts 
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efforts I ſhould make to inform the ns would 


be imputed to her; I will throw myſelf” at their 


feet, and make Ghent acquainted with the virtues 
of a woman you have treated ſo indignantly ; I 
will prove to them the wiſdom of my father's 
will; I approve. of it from the bottom of my 


heart; he has done juſtice to my mother in mak- 
ing my lot depend upon her will: I ameaſy as to 


my fortune, while it depends upon her; and, 
whatever reſpect I may have for the reſt of my 


family, they muſt excuſe me, when I tell them 


my intereſt is ſafer in her hands than in all theirs 
put together. She then put them in mind of my re- 
fuſal to ſucced to my father-in-law; and prevailed 
ſo far as to make them bluſh at their outrage, tho? 


vithoutquieting their fears; they ſaidl was of anage 


to think ofa ſecond huſband, and it was that made 
them tremble for my daughter; for, in every o- 


7 ther reſpect, they were honeſt people, as you 


know. You know likewiſe the praiſes they be- 
ſtowed on my dear Julia's conduct, who was pro. 
poſed as a model for all young ladies. I have 


nothing further to acquaint you with but my do- 
7 - meſtic concerns, and you will excuſe me the rela- 


tion of them. I nevertheleſs ought to acquaint 
you with an event for which I have need of your 
aeration, Some days after you went into the 
country, my Julia came to ſee for me in my clo- 


ſet, to give me an account of ſome certain orders 


that I had entruſted to her, and which related to 
the pious legacies left by her father. The moſt 
important part of his will remains yet unexe- 
cuted, 


— 
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cuted, ſaid T to her; you know the huſband he 
deſigned for you; I am perſuaded it will not be 
impoſſible to trace the chevalier out; and I am 
preparing to make the neceſſary enquiries for that 
purpoſe. My dear mother, ſpare yourſelf that 
trouble, ſaid my daughter; he never ſhall be my 
heſband ; it is with grief that I appear diſobe- 
dient to thelaſt will of my reſpeQable father; but 
when he wiſhed for that union, he thought it 
would conſtitute my happineſs, and did not fore- 
ſee the horrible repugnance I ſhould have to this 
marriage. It is of ſuch a nature, my dear mo- 
ther, that, if Thad not reliance envogh upon your 
goodneſs to believe that you would not make uſe 
of your authority to force me to this match, 1 
ſhould not heſitate to turn nun to avoid it. Julia: 
had thrown herſelf upon her knees to make this 
ſtrange declaration; which ſo overturned all the 
ideas I had format relating to her, that I knew 
not what to anſwer. I had obſerved in her all tlie 
ſymptoms of a violent paſſion for the chevalier; 
the had never endeavoured to conceal the ſenti- 
ments her father approved; to ſpeak the truth I 
was afraid of ſounding her heart, leſt I ſhould let 
her penetrate into the mente of mine; I then 
thought that the ſilence I had obſerved with her}. 
made her afraid that I had given my conſent to 
her father's intentions through complaiſance, and 
that ſhe only feigned this repugnance to know 
what my intentions were, or rather my inclina- 
tions, in this reſpect. My dear Julia, ſaid I, after 
remaining ſilent for ſome time, you furpoigi me: 


1 I thought 
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thought ta have; diſcovered in you diſpoſitions, - 
diametnically oppaſite to-whattyou,giye me to un- 
d erſtand, and which do not ſeom to he reaji. I am 
ſure. yay have loved the chevalier, and. K diſcovered 
your inelination for him even before he had ex- 
poſed: his life to ſave your's ; this ſervige was not 
of a nature to diminifh the lovs he had iinſpined in 
your breaſt; and I thought I perceived it rather 
enereaſed upon your fatherꝰs apprdbatibn: I con- 
ſeſs L delayed joining my conſent to it, and I ao. 
going to explain to you the motives: for my ſi- 
lence. The chevalier by his ſudden departure 
ſeemed to oppoſe our deſigns; and; without di- 
ving into the occaſion of i it, 1 looked upon it as 
an obſtacle we ſhould: have ſome difficulty to o- 
vercome; and I was willing, by my ſilence, to 
engage you to gain ſome command over yourſal, 
and not indulge a:paffion, which L bad not for- 
mall given my conſent io. But, after refledting 
upon this affair, I have thought there was not ſo 
much difficulty as Lat firſt apprehended; and, 
ſuppoſing that thechevalier is not engaged, I can- 
not believe him ſo blind to his own. intereſt as to 
refuſe to campleat his fortune and happineſs; if 
he conſents to it, my dear daughter, you may. 
firmly believe it would! fulfill my moſt ardent 
wiſhes. The account my huſband gave me of 
his virtues, and character in general, perſuades 
me he is the. ſort of man that would make you 
happy; and your father's orders, joined to this per- 
ſuaſion, would engage me to prefer him, for youn 


e e 
ou 


You fay the chevalier is not engaged, anſwered. 
Julia, looking at me atientively ; you have forgot, = 
then, my dear mother, the expreſſions. in, his 
letter, os elſe yon did not take notice of tham· 
Throughout it breathes. nothing but an unhappy, 
and deſperate paſſin. ;. let us pay. a regard, to, his 
conſtangy, and ſpare ourſelves the ſhame. of at- 
tempting without ſucceſs to nander him unfaithful, 
_ 150 VOWS.. 


A EMBRACED my daughter, and. W 0 told, 
her; 1 if I was not ſure my dear Julia' had never 
read 4 romance, I ſhould think ſhe had imbibed 
in. that ſort of ſtudy the romantic notions that are 
diſplayed there. Your delicacy is hurt at the idea 
of not meeting with a heart as pure as your's , 
you are afraid you ſhall have to eradicate ſome. 
impreſſions that are. ſtill, perhaps, too freſh in his 
remembrance ; but my dear, . ſuppoſing, as you. 
do, a, paſſion without hope in the cheyalier, grati-, 
tude ought to engage you to offer him the only 
remedy capable of working a perfect cure in him; 
he would love you child, and that would conſtitute 
your mutual happineſs. I cannot be perſuaded of it, 
anſwered Julia, throwing herſelf at my feet a ſecond 
time, from whence I forced her to riſe; but, my de ar 
mother, it is nor that of a refuſal on his part, nor, 
that of. making. him miſerable, that engages me 
to. conjure you not to lay any conſtraint on me in 
this reſpe&z but it is the invincible repugnance 
Lal focl for thi marriage; 1 dare aſſure you 
| | nothing 


4 b. L 2 
cc 1 
. 
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nothing is capable of making me ſurmount it. | [of 
confine my vows to ſpend my days in loving you, 
ſeeing you, and ſerving you; and, if it h 
pleaſe God to deprive me of this bappineſs, 3 
taking you out of this world before me, I would 
follow my impulſe to a religious life, which only 
the fear of abandoning you engages me to van- 
W quiſh. As to what remains, if you believe that 
{ Iam obliged to execute the intentions of my fa- 
ther, you may diſcharge me from this painful 
duty by ſupplying my place; more amiable than 
I am, the conſtancy of the chevalier muſt yield 
to the power of your charms ; and, at the ſame 
WW time, that I ſhudder at the thoughts of being his 
ll wite, I feel the greateſt propenſity in the world to 
| love and honour him as my father, and your 
huſband. If Julia had looked in my face then, 
W ſhe would, without doubt, have ſuſpected my 
W ſecret by the change of my countenance; I co- 
W loured in ſuch a manner as plainly indicated: that 
ber propoſal had made a more ſudden and lively 
i impreſſion upon my heart than was agreeable to 
| | my way of thinking ; 1 haſtened to conceal it 
from her, by giving the expedient ſhe propoſed 
do me an air of raillery ; and, as ſhe inſiſted on 
my promiſing her not to lay any conſtraint upon 
i her, I gave her my word I would 'not ; praying 
der to conſider that the reſolves of a girl of fifteen 
lf j were not to be looked on as ultimate determina-' 
11] tions ; and charging her not to reply, I pretended 
f | an excuſe for leaving her, and went and ſhut my® 
| I * up in my * to recover a little from | 
— the 
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the confuſion her diſcourſe had thrown me into. 


The firſt thing that occurred to my mind was, 
that Julia was informed of my love for des Efarts, 
and the other events of my life; but how had 
ſhe acquired this knowledge? I had entruſted my 


ſecret to none but the friend that had accompani- 


ed Julia to the waters, and what appearance was 
there that ſhe ſhould make herſelf guilty of ſuch 
inexcuſable imprudence and breach of truſt? The 
high opinion I entertained of her virtue did not 
permit me to harbour a thought to its perjudice. 

I do not know if I told you this lady died at Paris, 

where ſhe had been obliged to ſtay at her return 
from Forges. The circumſtances in which 1 
found myſelf increaſed the uneaſineſs I felt at 
loſing her; ſhe alone would have been able to 


have cleared up my doubts, This is what I con- 


jectured from that time. My Julia's heart cer- 
- tainly is not eaſy, I am ſure ſhe is in love, and 
nothing can inform me of the object of der paſ- 


ſion; I have made all the enquiries poſſible to 


find out my friend's waiting woman, to know 
who ſhe had ſeen at Forges; for perhaps it was 
in that journey that ſhe firſt felt this paſſion which 
ſhe perſiſts in concealing from me; they ſay the 
is at Paris; exert yourſelf I beg of you to find 


out this woman, whom you know, and endea- 


vour, in an artful manner, to get it from her; ſhe 
will oy leſs e her guard » withe _ than with me, 


; Senic 1 began to write to you, my Calpicivine 


are changed into certainties. A little after the 
Sy | baron's il 


— 
— 


1560 rer vu ros ; mano. 


baron” death, ſeveral matches were mogeled 
ſuitable to my daughter ; : if I had not been tied 
up, by the clauſe in my huſband's will, who pray- 
ed me to give her to the chevalier, I ſhould have 
uſed; my, influence to have determined her choice; 


nevertheleſs, as:ſhe: continued to expreſs, her re- 
| pugnance, to.this marriage in the, ſtrongeſt terms, 


I thought, I had: fufficiently, obeyed my; huſband's 
orders; and, beſides, I did. not chuſe ta, inſiſt too 


Wo much. upon it, becauſe: L ſhould, have been afraid 


of aiming more at my ſatis faction than her's, by 
ſecuring cha fortune of das Eſſarts. Two. prinei · 
pal relations came to me laſt night to. acquaint: 
me that a nobleman, who, was connected. with the 
gurt, had demanded Julia for his ſon. As every 


dA dvantage that could be expected centered in this 


match, they not only preſſed me not to. oppoſe it, 
but to employ my authority over Julia to oblige 


har not to; reject; ſueh an eſtabliſhment. I told 


theſe gentlemen that I was inclined to it; and, if 
that nothing more was wanting tor produce the 


defired effect than to make over ta Julia hen fa 


ther's eſtate, L would, do it with all my haart. I 
adtſed, at the ſame time, that they might ſpeak 
to hen in particular about ii, to. make her ſenſible. 
of che advantages of ſuch an alliance, but that I was 
datermined never to lay. her under any reſtnaint; 
they ſpent above two hours to make hen change 
the mind/ſhe- ſaid; ſhe was in of living ſingle; ſne 
continued firm in her reſolution; and, though. 
ſhe aſſured them that Lwas fo far from diſſuading 


* marrying, that E often. prefſedi her to. 


confent 
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conſent to it, they did not fall to give me to un- 
derſtand they 2 what to attribute it to, and 
that they were aſſured the fear of diſpleaſing me, 
would not ſuffer a poor child to diſobey a mother, 
whom ſhe conſidered as having an abſolute power 
over her. I muſk confeſs all my weakneſs to you; 
theſe unjuſt imputations moved me even to tears. 
My daughter, who ſaw them running down m] 
cheeks, was affected by them; and, being left 
alone with me, ſhe expreſſed the concern ſhe felt 
that it was not in ber power to put an end to the 
perſecution ſhe drew on me: and wha is to pre- 
vent you, ſaid I; why, are you ſo aſſecteq at the 
Ills that it is in your power to put an end to? At 
leaſt let me know your motive for this ſtrauge 
conduct if it is reaſonable I ſhall approve af it, and 
it will give me the more courage to bear the bad 
opinion, that your conduct has drawn. upon ma. 
You inſiſt upon, it, madam, therefore. you. mall 
be ſatisfied; I know it. will be at the price of your. 
_ eſteem; nevertheleſs, as it concerns your quiet, I. 
will be open and free with you. I am in love. 
with,, or rather, I adore, an, object that never 
can be ming ; an auſtere duty wih abrays diide 
us, even though 1 ſhould. ſuceced in inſpi ſpiring loxe. 
into the breaſt of him that inſpired i it into mine 4 
but I love without meeting any return, and that 
is a ſweet. comfort to me; I alone ſuffer; that 
thought carries me through all my troubles, be- 
cauſe I ſuffer alone. There is my ſecret, madam; 
of ſpare yourſelf the trouble of vain endeavours to, 
een more ne, the object of my ſtrange 
paſſion 


= 
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paſſion is a myſtery that ſhall deſcend into my. 


i grave with me; and, if I had not a ſufficient. 


| opinion of your goodneſs to expect that you will 
never ſpeak to me again on this ſubject, I have 
juſt now had the honour to acquaint you with, I 
would ſpare myſelf the grief of being obliged to 
diſobey you by ſuddenly withdrawing from your 
prefence. When ſhe had ſaid this, Julia went 
out of the room, and left me in ſo great perplexi- 
ty, that I was above an hour before I could come 
to any reſolution, Who can be the object of ſuch 
an extraordinary paſſion, I am at a loſs to think. 
At laſt I took the determination of waiting till 
time ſhould point out the remedy. Ah! why 


1 | has this dear girl her mother's heart? I look upon 


W the unhappy ſituation I am thrown into by her 
| obſtinacy, as a juſt puniſhment for the uneaſineſs 
I gave my reſpectable mother in a ſimilar caſe: 
may Heaven make the reſemblance compleat, by 
rendering Julia as tractable as I was in the end; 

and may ſhe, like me, comply with what religion 

requires of her: till that happy moment arrives, 


i will not aggravate her ſorrows by ill-timed re- 


proaches, but I will redouble my tenderneſs and 
friendſhip for her; it is impoſſible but, in the end, 
ſhe muſt be prevailed upon by ſuch a conduct to 
lay her heart open entirely to a mother, whom the 
_ to Jour upon in the light of a friend. 


I vx ach approve M. des Eſfarts? diſcre- 
tion ; in the name of God, my dear, ſpare no 


= -— his writing to me if he ſhould 
| " 
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be tempted to it; my wounds are cloſed, but ſo 


lightly that a et nothing might open them 4 


again: I form this judgment from the emotion 


| occaſioned by his bare name, when I received your 


letter: don't let him know how much I fear him; 
and, if you find you cannot avoid anſwering the 
queſtions he may aſk you about me, tell him only 
that I have congratulated you, on having met 
with him, by aſſuring you that he is a man worthy. 
to be eſteemed. Virtue has been the ſupport of. 
both one and the other during the baron's life; 
and who knows, now he is dead, but he may 
think himſelf no longer under any reſtraint? 1 
do not find I have courage enough to expoſe my- 
ſelf to a danger, which can be overcome only by 
the moſt painful conflicts. I am miſtaken, I. 
forget he no longer loves me, that he has wrote 
me fo, and I bleſs Heaven for it: who knows. 
what would have been the conſequence, if he 
had ſtill preſerved a paſſion I could no longer liſten, 
to without being. wanting to myſelf? You ac- 
- quaint me that he has but an indifferent fortune, 
and that an employment is ſoliciting for him; 1 
ſhould be vaſtly pleaſed if I could extricate him 
from a ſtate of dependance : methinks I ought to 
adopt my huſband's intentions, in this reſpec, 
with regard to him, You perceive the precayti - 
ons that are neceſſary not to wound his delicacy ; 
it would be proper that he ſhould not know from. 
what quarter his change of fortune came: 1 leave 
all to your diſcretion, 


| = 


The ANSWER. 
From Kita ie CASTELET 75 the Widow. 


Pwrr D, my dear, 1 want words to expreſs, 
how- much you have affected me. Monſieur 
des Effarts joins with me in admiring and revering 
your virtue. and your courage. His life has been 
one continual exerciſe of the moſt heroic virtues; 
and: þ perfectiy conceive that a man exalted by 
religion above the weakneſſes. moſt natural to. hu- 
raanity, mud be endued with a particular grace to 
diſcover the foibles of others. The ſtudy: of theſe 
great truths: takes up the whole time we ſpend to- 
| gether, and every day their impreſſion becomes 
ſrenger-on my mind: his words carry a convicti- 
on with them which nothing can reſiſt; and I 
| look upon his acquaintance as the moſt happy 
oven of my life. My gratitude for the great 
| ſervice he has done me by enlightening my un- 
derſtanding with regard to my duty; my grati- 
tude, F ſay, is too great, not to endeavour to give 
gf hins ſome proofs of it; and what greater ſervice 
1 | cam I do him, than te plead his cauſe before you? 


Your endeavours to forget him while the baron 
lived were worthy: of praiſe; but what motive 
can engage you to withſtand your inclination. for 
the moſt worthy of mankind * J am veny ſure 
your huſband would have laid his commands upen 
you, to crown his happineſs, if he had known 
chat M. des Eſſants and the chevalier were one 
il | | and the ſame perſon. The 9 that Julie: 
2 has - 
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eee againſtall reaſon ; e 
advice the has preſumed to give you to marry the 


chevalier yourſelf, ought not to ſuffer the leaſt 
ſcruple to remain with you; and, Providence, 


by removing every obſtacle that could oppoſe 


r inclinations, ſeems to intimate her orders to 
follow them, ſince you may do it without wound 
ing your duty: in one word, my dear, I ſhall 
look upon you as the moſt unjuſt. of womankind, 
if you do not bring yourſelf to the reſolution of 
marrying des Eſſarts. Do not go to believe, from 
what I have juſt now ſaid, that I have wrote 
this to you at his ſolicitation ; he only enquired 
after your and your daughter's health, as ſoon as 
he knew that I had received one of your letters. 


You are going to interpret his reſerve as a mark 


of his indifference, and you will tell me he no lon- 
ger loves you; and I maintain that he is more at- 
tached to you than ever; there is a good deal of 
injuſtice in wreſting to his diſadvantage the moſt 
heroic proof he could give of his virtuous tender- 
derneſs: for, in ſhort, why did he exert himſelf 
to perſuade you he had overcome his paſhoh? It 
was to ſnatch you out of the moſt deplorable and 


dangerous ſituation of your whole life: all that 


I can believe is, that he has Prevailed ſo as to re. 
gulate his paſſion, and that is all that the moſt 
rigid virtue can demand of him. It would be im- 
Poſlible to acquaint you with the ſituation of his 
affairs, and 1 look upon it as unneceſſary ; there is 
but one favour I am ſure that he will receive from 
you, and that is the favour of your hand; 1 hy 

ar 
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bear mentioning your heart, for Iam perſuaded 
you have nothing to offer from that quarter, be- 
"cauſe he has the ſole poſſeſſion of it. Do nof 
perſiſt in making yourſelves both unhappy through 

a miſtaken delicacy : and to prevail on you to 
overcome your-irreſolution you may imagine he 
cannot be rich, becauſe he has not even a ſervant; 


and that the moſt decent way for you to change 


his condition, is that which I propoſe to you. 
Have pity upon him, have pity upon yourſelf, 
and be convinced that your marriage with him, 
will be the moſt juſt and ſenſible action that you. 
ever did, 


HENCEFORWARD I cannot expect any other 


BY | happineſs than that you mentioned to me in your 


firſt letter; it is in the practice of religion, and 
the exact obſervation of her laws, that I muſt 


if 3% ſeek comfort, for the injuſtice of my huſband ; 


but my virtue is ſo weak yet, that I cannot look 
forward at what J have to ſuffer, without horror. 
I thought I might have depended upon the poſſeſ- 
- fron of M. du Caſtelet's heart, without being ac- 


| 4 cuſed of raſhneſs, and two years conſtancy ſeem- 


ed to confirm it; nevertheleſs, his preſent con- 
duct portends, for the remainder of my days, 
misfortunes that wound my heart in the moſt ten- 
der part. Three months marriage have diſſipated 
tenderneſs, which ought to have ended only 
with his life: he hardly gives himſelf the trouble 
to diſguiſe the change in him: indifference! has 
ſucceeded to the moſt affiduous care and de- 


r 
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fire to pleaſe; my complaints are troubleſome 
to him, and drive him from me; and I am 

reduced to brood over my ſorrows in ſilence. 
How happy I ſhould be, if could ceaſe loving 
him! His indifference has the contrary effect, it 


encreaſes my tenderneſs for him, and I ſhall fall = 


victim to it; this ſtate is too painful to bear up 
againſt, and death muſt put a period to it. Ah! 


' madam, great as your troubles were, they do not 


come near thoſe I now actually feel: no miſery is 
equal to that of loving where we no longer have 
any eſteem, The ſenſibility of my own troubles 
make me leſs affected by thoſe you feel at the con- 
duct of my dear Julia; I cannot believe it poſſi- 


ble, at her age, to ſupport ſuch a dead weight as 


a love ſecret, eſpecially. in the ſociety of a mo- 


ther, whoſe tenderneſs for ber ſhe is acquainted 


with. It is till lefs probable that ſhe ſhould love 


without being beloved; nature never deſigned 
that to be her lot. Take notice too that her in- 
tention to ſacrifice herſelf to a lover who deſpiſes 
her-paſſion, would be a piece of extravagance, of 


which Julia can never be ſuſpeQed without in- 


juſtice ; ſhe has invented this ſtory only to appeaſe 


you, and preyent your taking meaſures to coun- 
teract a deſign ſhe had a long time formed, and 


which ſhe concealed from you, leſt your tender 


neſs for her ſhould be alarmed at it, ſhe had 


ſome confidence in me; and, though ſhe has not 


abſolutely declared to me, that ſhe ſighs for a 


convent, I believe I have diſcovered that ſhe 


thinks ſhe has a vocation to a religious life. De- 
| pend 
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pendl upon it, this is the motive of her reſdlution | 
to reject evety thatch that has been offered; and 

you will give me leave to declare my Tenti- 

em, God only has the preeminence over des 
Effurts in her heart: ſhe has loved him I am ſure; 
and, though I ſhould have no other proof of it, 
her attention to his happineſs, is a certain pledge 
of her tenderneſs: ſhe believes him worthy of 
you, 'and this is declaring the high idea ſhe has of 
his character and virtues ; therefore, while ſhe 
entertains this opinion of him, her obſtinacy in 
refuſing him, would be a caprice ſhe is not capa- 
ble of: theſe are my conje ctures in this reſpeQ. 
Her fifial tenderneſs is countetbalanced by her 
vocation, ſhe is afraid of leaving you comfort- 
leſs and ſolitary ; and, if ſhe could once ſee you 
married, ſhe would, think herſelf at liberty to put 
in execution her pious intentions: it is eaſy for 
you to confirm my conjeQures : feign ſome in- 
<lination to a religious life, ſhe cannot eſcape this 
mare, and her own taſte will be diſcovered by it. 
Adieu, madam ; T wait your anſwer, but take 
care that it is in des Effarts favour, or I break 
with you for ever, Are you not amazed at my 
Preſumption to threaten you ſo? 
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From Madam de BATTEVILLE to ber FRIEND. 
O, madam ; neither a falſe delicacy nor 


N a vain ſcrople has any engagements for me 
to make myſelf unhappy ; a rigid duty regulates 
my conduct, and I believe you to be too juſt to 
condemn me, after you have heard what I have 
to alledge in my vindication. Iam abſolutely in- 


debted for every thing I poſſeſs to the bounty and 


confidence of my huſband : he made me the de- 
poſitary of Julia's fortune, becauſe he depended 


upon my tenderneſs for his daughter, and there- 


fore thought it ſafer in my hands than in thoſe of 


| her neareſt relations, notwithſtanding he had a 
good opinion of chem; whoſe tenderneſs for her 


can never equal mine, although they ſurpaſs me 


Ih ability and prudence. I therefore ought to look 


upon the will made in my favour, as proceeding 
from his defire to ſecure all his fortune to his 
daughter, without the leaſt deduction: Iam only 
truſtee and not miſtreſs of this fortune; and, in 
order to fulfil the will of the teſtator, I ought to 
give it back to her as I received it; this obliga- - 
tion I am determined ſtrictly to perfprm, relying. 
upon the goodneſs of my daughter's heart, to 
appoint-me ſuch a penſion as ſhe ſhall think ne- 
ceſſary ti ſupplyy wants; if I ſhould have them 
mis fortune to loſe her, 'of the that of marrying . 


ICs cox. who would: ww me ill in tree houſe 


of p27 1 12 226009 Vai? 
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I am once more relapſed into a ſtate of indi- 
gence. My good mother remarked to me our be- 
ing ſtripped of our fortune, as an order from the 
Almighty to renounce a marriage which would 
not be attended with his bleſſing, becauſe it was 
contrary to the orders of his Providence, and that 
he would not grant me the means to educate my 
family, in caſe it ſhould pleaſe him to ſend me 
children: I am but thirty-five, and I might find 
myſelf in that ſituation of which my mother had 
drawn ſo lively a picture; becauſe ſhe had expe- 
rienced it, If, at my age, when my underſtand- 
ing was but weak, the motives ſhe urged were 
ſtrong enough to | determine me to renounce des 
Eſſarts; how much ſtronger ought they to ap- 
pear to me now, that I know by experience the 
whole extent of maternal - tenderneſs ? The 
thoughts alone of what I ſhould ſuffer, if I found 
- myſelf incapable of ſettling Julia in the world 
according to her rank, freezes. the very blood in 
my veins. If I ſhould have more children, I 
ſhould love them with equal affection; and, con- 
ſequently, the marriage you propoſe to me, in- 
ſtead of conſtituting my happineſs, would bring 
with it a long train of the moſt poignant evils. In- 
deed I am well acquainted with the goodneſs of. 
| Julia's heart; ſhe would ſacrifice every thing 

ſhe thought neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of her 
brothers and ſiſters, if ſhe ſhould have any: and 
this knowledge of her generous tenderneſs for me 
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is alone ſufficient to drive away all thou * of a 
ſecond marriage; tho“ I had not more cogent rea- 
ſons for it, which I will tell you, when I have ac- 


| Quainted you with the freſh proof ſhe gave me 


publickly Wand, of her friendſhip and con- 
fidence, which can never be Ee by my at- 
tachment to her. 


You know what diſcontent and murmuring the 
baron's will produced ; it was a general outcry a- 
gainſt his memory and againſt me. If 1 had at 
that time yielded to the deſires of his family, it 
might have been attributed to fear inſtilled inte 
me by their menaces, for they made no ſcruple of 
declaring their inclinations to ſet aſide the will: 


my huſband, who certainly foreſaw this, had 


taken the ereateſt precaution that it ſhould be va- 

lid; and I tell you, by the bye, it was the only 
thing he hid from me. I know, beyond a poſſibi- 
lity of admitting any doubt, that, at a meeting of 


the relations, it was determined to ſend a copy of 


the will to the moſt eminent lawyers in Paris, to 
ſee if they could find any flaw to prove the nullity 


of it; but, unluckily for their intentions, the 


lawyers were unanimous in declaring it valid, and 
they have abandoned a project which they were 
ſure would miſcarry, becauſe this will was a clauſe 
inſerted in the marriage contract, by which lie 
gave his eſtate to the longeſt . a clauſe I 
was not acquainted with. The renunciation I 

H 2 intended 


7 


| D 172 THE VIRTUOUS WIDOW. . 


intended to make in favour of Julia, could not by 
this means be attributed to fear, and would ap- 


Wl pear, as it really was, a free voluntary act: 


In conſequence. of this reſolution, . I invited 
all his relations to meet at my houſe yeſterday 


; there they found a notary, who pre- 
ſented them two deeds, in all the requiſite 


forms. 'The firſt was that by which I declared my 
daughter of age, to empower her to accept the 
abſolute gift that I made her ; by the ſecond of 
all her father's effects. Julia, who knew nothing 
of this, complained loudly, when ſhe heard the 
deeds nad, which I had made her ſign inadvert- 
ently, While the relations, confounded andcharm- 
ed at it, were making me a thouſand compli- 
ments upon an action they little expected; I aſ- 
ſured them that nothing prevented my doing it, 
immediately upon my huſband's death, but u hat 
I juſt now told you. My daughter having recol- 
lected herſelf in the mean time, aſked the notary 
coolly, what right ſhe had acquired by the deed 
of emancipation ; by that, ſaid he, madam, you 
may difpoſe of your fortune, as if you were at 
age: why then, ſays ſhe, in a little ſatirical fro- 
ward manner, nobody henceforward has any right 
to controul me. Her relations begged of her to 
do nothing without aſking advice; what, anſwer- 
ed ſhe, am not I my own miſtreſs ? And turning 

to the notary, fir, ſaid ſhe, do me the favour to 
follow me into this * : In yain they endea- 

voured 
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voured to retain her, neither did ſhe pay more re- 


gard to me than to them; but told me gravely: 
this houſe is part of my patrimony, does my mo- 


ther pretend to controul me in my own houſe ? I 
want this gentleman to explain ſome particulars 


to me, and why ſhould I be prevented? Then 
the took the notary by the hand, and ſhut herſelf 
in with him, for about half an hour; when ſhe 


came out again, holding in her band à deed 


gift, by which ſhe gave me back all that I had 
juſt given her; ſhe read it deliberately, and 
making a low courteſy, withdrew to her chamber, 
and would not hear one word. The company 
then began to whiſper one another, not very 
much to my advantage ; they pretended that I 
had played this farce, becauſe I was ſure it would 
not take place : there was only a couſin of the 


| baron's, and his wife, that I was very little ac- 


quainted with, who had courage to undertake my. 
vindication. They repreſented to the other rela- 
tions how little I deſerved the injurous treatment 
they ſo liberally beſtowed on me; and aſſured 
them, that, even though there ſhould be grounds 
for their . fulpicions, good breeding ſhould have 
ſuggeſted to them more decent expreſſions ; but 
that they dared anſwer for the ſincerity of my 
conduct; they, admired my daughter's, and ſaid. 
they were ſure they ſhould never have any reaſon 
to be ſorry for it. ; 
| H 3 I conress 
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I conrsss 20 0%. my dear, that if I ever 
had been in the mind to have yielded to your ad- 
vice, which I have never been even tempted to 
do; ; ſuch a ſcene as this would abſolutely have 
changed it; I will not furniſh the enemies of my 
glory, with lawful arms againſt myſelf ; nor give 
them any authority for the unjuſt ſuſpicions they 
have conceived of my ſincerity ;, regard to my 
own reputation would require from me the moſt 
painful ſacrifices, even if I were not diſpoſed to 
it on any other account. Yes, my dear, inde- 
pendent of the judgement they might Form of 
my ſincerity, I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf, if I har- 
boured any thoughts of a ſecond huſband ; 1 do 
not blame thoſe that marry a ſecond time, be- 
cauſe it is lawful; and it would be an injuſtice 
to condemn them, for their compliance with the 
offer of St. Paul; that depends upon particular 
circumſtances, and I do not find I ſtand in need 
of this remedy. I am determined to remain 
faithful to M. de Batteville's aſhes, and enter- 
tain ſo good an opinion of des Eſſarts, that I will 
willingly admit him for judge between us. The 
remainder of my days ought to be dedicated, to 
prepare myſelf, for death and the confalation of 
Julia; from theſe two duties, by the grace of 
God, I ſhall never ſwerye, and be perſuaded 
that I devote myſelf to them without any reluc- 


tance; no, my dear, your * put me 5 
the 
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the neceſſity of ſounding my heart; and, what 
pleaſure it gave me to find it free from love ! 
The dread of finding myſelf guilty made me 
exaggerate my diſpoſitions ; or, rather the ſacri- 
fices I made of them to. God, have obtained the 
extinction of my deſires. I aſſure you, that, ſo 
far from having even a ſhadow of repugnance to. 
ſee my daughter married to the chevalier, that 
their-union would crown my wiſhes ; and I do 
not deſpair of ſeeing it one day accompliſhed, 
My daughter ſhall never engage herſelf by vows 
of devotion till ſhe is five and twenty, and, in 
that length of time, Providence may point out 
to me the means of diſcovering the cauſe of her 
reluQance, which cannot be rooted in her. Shall 
I tell you my dear? The indiſcretion of your 
friendſhip obliges me to reveal a ſecret, which 
kitherto has had no other witneſs but God. At the 
time I received des Eſſarts? letter, the time of my 
greateſt weakneſs, the idea of my huſband's ap 
proaching death, made me GFCOver't in my mind, 
a ſort of Sagem, that would free me froia 
the torment of controuling it; at that inſtant I 
was ſtruck with ſo great horror at this odioug 


effect of my paſſion, that it was diffuſed through 


the paſhon itſelf ; and, in the agitation of my 
anger, I addreſſed myſelf to the Almighty, and 
vowed, whatever might happen, never to be 
the wiſe of des Eſſarts. This vow, that was 
then pronounced 1 in grief and trouble, I renewed 

4 immediately 
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immediately upon my huſband's death, and 
ſince, very ſeldom a day paſſes without my re- 
turning God thanks for his grace to me at that 
time. Ceaſe therefore to ſollicit me to the viola- 
tion of ſo authentic a promiſe, which I have 
neither the inclination nor power to break: 
however, I do not tell you I have ceaſed to love 
des Eſſarts; no, my dear; my ſentiments for 
him are not leſs lively, they have only changed 
their nature. His happineſs is the obje& of my 
moſt ardent wiſhes ; I repeat it to you, he ſhall 
be my ſon; my daughter's happineſs ſeems to 
depend upon this union, and I will ſet every en- 
gine to work to bring it about; you muſt ſecond 
me in this deſign, ſound the chevalier's heart, as 
to the nature of his ſentiments with regard to 
me ; acknowledge to him if you find it neceſ- 
fary, that I have dedicated inyſelf to widow- 
hood; extol my daughter's charms, and the beau- 
ty of ber character to him; make him acquaint- 
ed with the proof ſhe has juſt given of the good- 
neſs of her heart, in perſiſting to leave me the 
diſpoſition of a fortune I had made over to. her. 
Confirm in him that thought which began my 
cure, and which he ſuggeſted to me : Heaven 
had pot made us for each other ; and the mira- 
cles that have been worked for our ſeparation, 
have manifeſted its will to us in ſo formal a man- 
ner, that we could not without revolting againſt 
its decrees, be deceived in this reſpect. This, if 
JM may 
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I may ſo ſay, is what he forced me to think; I 


flatter myſelf he is as well convinced of this truth 
as I am myſelf. Examine carefully the impreſſi- 
on your diſcourſe makes upon his mind, and do 
not fail to let us know it immediately : then, 
without loſing any time, I will ſet out for Paris, 
and the ſight of him will revive in my daughter 
the favourable impreſſion ſhe had formerly enter- 
tained. for him. I have already begun to give 
Julia a hint of the neceſſity and poſſibility of ſuch 
a voyage; I have let her perceive you are in 
ſome trouble, without explaining myſelf upon: 
the nature of it ; and I have added, that friend- 
ſhip. makes-it a r to us to ſet out immediately 
to offer you all the aſſiſtance in our power. This 
converſation has had a ſurpriſing effect upon her, 
without my being able to gueſs, whether her 
agitation proceeded from grief or joy. Indeed 
this little perſon's heart is like a profound 
abyſs, that baffles all my ſkill to fathom it. 
I ſincerely pity your condition; and certainly I 
did not deceive Julia, when told her, that friend- 
ſhipalone obliged us to pay you a vis t, which, in- 
dependent of my other motives, would be ae ent 
to engage us to undertake this journey; in the 
mean time, my dear, determine within yourſelt: 


to bear up courageouſly againſt the neglect, in- 


difference, and perhaps ill treatment, of your 
huſband ; drive away complaint and Teproach, ; 
they have never en any good effect; on the 

> * contrary, 


1 
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contrary, they encreaſe the evil, and render it in- 
BY curable. You ſay your huſband no longer loves 

1 vou; well then, make him eſteem you for your 
patience, your complaiſance, and your good con- 
duct: he is young, let this gay ſeaſon of life paſs 
away, he is more the object of your pity than 
your indignation : when his paſſions have ſub- 
ſided, they will one day give him leiſure to refle& 
upon your patience; he will eſteem you for it, 
and reward your preſent ſufferings; I know but 
little of him; yet I think I have obſerved in him 
a goodneſs of heart, and a fund of honeſty,” that 
will ſooner or later bring him back to you ; your 
hiſtory is that of every girl that marries for love; 
I expe&ed what would happen to you, and] like- 
wiſe expect his return to his duty; ; and may the 
fulfilling of my firſt prophecy give * confi- 
dence in — ſecond, 


From the Baron to madam du CarreLat. 


5 O U will be very much ſurprized, my dear 
friend, to receive a letter from me dated at 
Metz. The greateſt of misfortunes has brought 
me hither, The very ſame day that J ſent to the 
poſt my laſt letter to you, I was engaged to ſpend 
the day at madam Rolland's, but was prevented 
by a flight defluction, which made me think 1 
ſhould not expoſe myſelf to a moiſt wind; I de- 
fired Julia to go and excuſe me to this lady, who 

Was 
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was alſo indiſpoſed. About noon, I received a 


little note from her, deſiring me to go to dinner 


without her, becauſe ſhe could not refuſe ſpend- 
ing the whole day with our friend, who was ra- 
ther worſe, This requeſt furprized me; I was 
quite ill myſelf, as I have told you; and it ap- 
peared ſingular to me, that Julia could be pre- 
vailed upon to leave me alone under ſuch circum- 

ſtances, Some viſitors that came after dinner 
prevented my giving way to this thought; ne- 
vertheleſs I confeſs to you, my heart was affected 


3 by this want of attention, and more ſo, becauſe 


it was the firſt time ſhe had ever been remiſs in it. 
before, and the lighteſt alteration in my health 
uſed to alarm her very much. About five o'clock 


my impatience was encreaſed ; I might well ſay 


to myſelf that madam Rolland detained my 
daughter againſt my will; I accuſed her of in- 
diſcretion, and Julia of an inſenſibility that filled 
my heart with grief, Not being able to ſupport 
myſelf any longer under theſe circumſtances, I 
threw myſelf into my chaiſe, though my face 
was ſwelled, and ordered them to drive me to my 
friend's. She ſeemed ſurprized at the fight of 
me, and more ſo when, not ſeeing my daughter 
in her chamber, I aſked her, with an air of aſto- ' 
niſhment, what was become of her. She imme 
diately pretended to deny ſhe had been at her 


| houſe, but I knew by her confuſion, ſhe wanted 


to deceive me, in order to gain time: I entreated 
her 
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her, I preſſed her, and I threatened ; at laſt, this 
lady, being touched with my ſiruation, put into 
my hands my daughter's letter, in which ſhe in- 
formed me, ſhe was ſet out for Metz, where ſhe 
intended to enter into the order of St. Claire. She 
aſked my pardon for making a myſtery of it to 
me ; ſhe dreaded my tenderneſs and tears, and 
was afraid to expoſe herſelf to ſo violent a con- 
flit. She begged of me to permit her to exe- | 
cute a deſign ſhe had a long time formed, and 
which it was not in nature to prevent, ſince ſhe 
had overcome the grief ſhe felt at forſaking me, 
and the idea of that, which her eſcape could not 
fail of giving me. She aſſured me, that her ten- 
derneſs for me was never more lively, and ſhe 
demanded of me, as a proof of mine, to let her 


remain in quiet in the aſylum ſhe had choſen; and 


to wait till ſhe ſhould be confirmed in the IS 
tution ſhe had taken of dedicating herſelf to the 
Lord, before I came to fee her. I ſwooned away 
at reading this letter; and madam Rolland, ſee- 
ing that all her endeavours and thoſe of a phy- 
ſician, ſhe had called in, were ineffeQual io bring 
me to myſelf, ordered my couſin, who ſo gene- 


| rouſly took my part againſt my daughter s rela- 


tions, and whom I have already mentioned to 
you, to be acquainted with it: and ſhe came with 
her huſband. My grief, the unhappy ituation 
I was in, or the fright ſhe had thrown me into, 
egen convinced her of the ſincerity of my 


| conduct, 


+ +4 
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conduct, and ſhe had the preſence of mind to 
ſend for the other two relations, that ſeemed ſo 
inveterate againſt me, that they might ſee with 


their own eyes, I was abſolutely: ignorant of 
what had happened; my daughter's letter was a 
proof that admitted of no reply; and if any 
thing could have relieved me, it would have been 
the generous and tender manner, in which they 
endeavoured to conſole me, when I came to my- 
ſelf. The moſt efficacious means they employed, 
were to make me perceive the evil was not with- 
out a remedy, and that my daughter was too 
young yet, to expect ſhe ſhould be received with- 
out my conſent. This thought ſeemed to give 
me new ſtrength; and if they had yielded to my 
impatience, I ſhould have ſet out immediately, 
and have travelled all night. All they could pre- 
vail upon me was to wait till next morning, I 
begged of them to bear me company, to add 
more weight to my ſolici tations; and my couſin 
and her huſband agreed to it. We ſet out about 
three o'clock the next morning; but notwith- 
ſtanding all our diligence, we could not prevent 
Julia entering into the convent of St. Claire. As 
ſhe was expected there, iſhe did not alight from 
her poſt-chaiſe till ſhe arrived at the gate, and 
was directly admitted withinſide of the convent 
She refuſed to ſee me: the abbeſs forced her to it; 
at the firſt ſight of her I could only expreſs myſelf 


by my cries. She was not inſenſible to my grief: 


I ſaw 


| 
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I faw her heart was torn in pieces, and her 
tears ſeemed ready to ſuffocate her. I expected 
great matters from her relenting ; vain hopes 
ſhe prayed me to hear her patiently, and it was 
to tell me, with a ſavage ſteadineſs, that my ſitu- 
ation might kill her with grief, but it could never 
drag her from that houſe, which ſhe had choſen 
for her grave. The nuns that were preſent cried 
with admiration or joy, and extolled her vocation 
to the ſkies; their director applauded them for it, 

and had the barbarity and imprudence to tell me, 
that I ought to be afraid of drawing down the 
wrath of Heaven by undertaking to carry away a 
victim that it had choſen. Though what he ſup- 


poſed had been true, he took a wrong time to 
preach tome, and make ſuch menaces; and it 


met with a reception accordingly: I was enraged 


againſt him and the nuns, and pretended they 
had ſeduced my daughter, without conſidering 
they had never ſeen her; I threatened them to 
go and throw myſelf at the king's feet, and de- 
mand juſtice for the rape; at laſt I was like a lio- 


neſs, whoſe young had been torn from her, and 


I was ſo tranſported with rage, that I threatened 
to ſet fire to the convent if they did not reſtore 
my daughter to me. At her age, added I, there 


ean be no vocation; let her come and ſhut her- 


ſelf. up in my houſe, and live there like a nun if 
ſhe pleaſes; I agree to that, and I promiſe her, 
if her vocation continues till ſhe is twenty-five, 

| 1 I my- 


TAE/VIRTUOUS WIDOW. 183 
I myſelf will bring her back to your houſe; 1 
mall eſteem myſelf happy to have brought into 
the world a ſpouſe for the Lord; I do not pre- 
e diſpute his right to her, I only endeavour 
to be convinced of his inclination for her. If you 
refuſe to aſſiſt my deſigns, I have a right to look 
upon you as the ſeducers of my child; and my 
daughter, inſtead of my conſent, may depend up- 
on my imprecations. When I had ſaid this I went 
out; and a nun that belonged to the turning-box, 
begged of me to go into the lower parlour, be- 
cauſe ſome of the nuns. wanted to ſpeak to me z 
we went there, and this good lady acquainted us 
ſhe was miſtreſs. of the novices; ſhe begged of 
me to compoſe myſelf, and aſſured me that no- 
thing ſhould be precipitated: that ſhe herſelf 
would examine into Julia's vocation; and, if it 
was a true one, allow any time I ſhould fix upon 
to devote herſelf to a religious life; ſhe added, 
that ſhe could not approve the indiſcreet ſteps 
which deprive a mother, who is a Chriſtian, of 
conducting her daughter herſelf to the altar; 5 
that ſhe formed too good an opinion of the dif- 
poſitions of my mind by my countenance, to be- 
lieve that I would enter into contention with the 
Lord in regard to my daughter, ſuppoſing it could 
be fully proved that he demanded this ſacrifice of 
me; in one word, this good lady ſpoke to me 
with ſuch mildnef and good ſenſe, that ſhe aſ- 
ſuaged my rage, and I abandoned myſelf to her 
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good offices ; for ſhe had an air of 3 chat 

carried perſuaſion to the very heart. Let, ; 
- withſtanding the confidence we had in her N 

we neglected nothing that we judged proper to 
help forward our deſigns. 1 remember that once, 
on a ſimilar oceaſion, the biſhop of Orleans had 
interpoſed his authority to prevent my taking the 
veil, when my mother was at Marſeilles ; this 
was enough to determine me to go to the biſhop 
of Metz, who was at Preſcati, which is a pretty 
country houſe about half a Jeague! from Metz. 
He received us with all poſſible politeneſs but 
when we explained the occaſion of our journey, 
he teſtified his uneaſineſs that he could not ſerve 
us as he wiſhed; The nuns of St. Claire are not 
under ſubfecßon to the biſhop ;- he has only the 
power of repreſenting" them, like any other; 
notwithſtanding this he rehieved me a little; he 
knows and eſteems the miſtreſs of the novices; 
who, according to him, is a woman of great pe- 
netration, and of a different diſpoſition from 
thoſe who only ſeek occaſion to encreaſe the num- 
ber of their devotees, without weighing! welk 
the motives of their vocation; ſhe is very nice 
as to vocations, added he; . if ſhe ſhould tell 
me that your daughter is — it would * 
me ſome nf to refuſe rk Ry ye." 


14 

Tuts was the mee we were in yeſterday 
when] finiſhed my letter; this morning the nun 
| : that 
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that attends the turning-box, came in a myſte- 
rious manner to our inn, and enquired for my 
couſin: ſhe deſired her to go 'to the convent, 
where the miſtreſs of the novices would be glad 
to have ſome talk with her. What ſhe has to 
ſay to her I cannot conceive; I ſhall be under the 
greateſt anxiety till ſhe is returned. 


IAN alive again, our worthy nun has kept 
her word, and I have reaſon to expect the end of 
my troubles is drawing near. I have an extra- 
ordinary ſtory to tell you. 0 


My relation ſtaid above two hours at the grate, 
they ſeemed to me two years. As ſoon as ſhe 
came in again, ſhe began by telling me that my 
daughter had exacted an oath from her before 
ſhe would declare any thing. Perhaps you think 
this an oath of ſecrecy, relative to ſomething ſhe 
had to tell her: not at all. She would have me 
know what ſhe had to tell her; but it was to 
make her promiſe, that what ſhe was going to 
diſcover ſhould never be uſed as an argument a- 
gainſt her inclinations: and what is it at laſt? 
ſaid I impatiently. You make me die, be quick. 
My couſin replied, you muſt compoſe yourſelf 
however; your extraordinary daughter requires 
the ſame oath of you and my huſband, that ſhe 
obliged me to take. She will come out but on 
one condition ; you have only to ſpeak one word, 

and 
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and ſhe will be here in an hour's time, I have 
her promiſe for it; but if you refuſe this word, 

ſhe inſiſts upon it, that thoſe to whom ſhe has in- 
truſted this ſecret, ſhall be under the ſame re- 
ſtraint as confeſſors are; that is, we ſhall not on 
any account take the advantage of it to prevent 
her engagement. Make haſte and put me out of 
my pain, my dear friend, ſaid I to my couſin; I 
will do any thing ſhe requires of me; I will ſwear 
to any thing, provided ſhe will come out. Take 
care what you ſay my dear, replied my couſin ; 
your perſon muſt pay for it: I depend upon your 
word and honour, and upon my huſband's, who, 
though he ſays nothing, I will anſwer for him. 
Why then, to prevent Julia from becoming a nun, 
you muſt give her a father-in-law to her liking”; 
in plain Engliſh, ſhe would provide a huſband 
for you, and will not have one herſelf; this is 
her ultimate determination, and ſhe will not abate 
a ſyllable of it. What madneſs is this? anſwered 
I immediately. So let it be, replied my couſin ; 
but this idea is got ſo ſtrong into Julia's head, that 
it is impoſſible to make her abate one jot of it. 
She ſays ſhe has propoſed to you already the 
match her father deſigned for her, that ſhe will 
not conclude it, ay at ou muſt ſupply her 


n. 


Do you — 5 my dear, I coloured ſo, that it 
might have given room for many ſurmiſes, if the 
| ns | two 
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two perſons in company with me had looked me 
in the face? And do you know too, that if my 
daughter had not ſpoken to me about this match, 
before I had entruſted you with the events of my 
life, I ſhould have ſuſpected that you had told 
them to her? What, has ſhe ſome familiar ſpirit 
that has acquainted her I was in love with des 
Eſſarts? His name has never dropped from my 
lips, and my huſband died without having dif- 
covered this ſecret ; ſurely, my friend could not 
have the impradence to declare it to her ? No, 
that is impoſſible. Well, I am quite at a loſs a- 
bout it. If I had not perfectly conquered my 
paſſion, you muſt own, I ſhould have a fine pre- 
text to give myſelf up to it, and to look upon this 
; extraordinary accident as a proof of the will of 
God in this reſpe&. But, thanks to his goodneſs, 
I have not been even tempted to do it, and I have 
poſitively aſſured my couſin, that it was the only 
thing I could not ſacrifice to my daughter, Since 
that moment I am eaſier, The miſtreſs of the 
novices knows what value to ſet upon her voca- 
tion, and cannot in conſcience permit her to en- 
gage herſelf from ſuch motives as theſe ; beſides, 
ſhe has given my couſin a poſitive "riſe on this 
head, and only demands a few days to return our 
little candidate free, without any condition. She 
has gained a ned deal of ground upon her al- 
ready methinks, and this firſt ſucceſs appears like 


the forerunner of a complent victory ; we wilt 
| wait 
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wait for it, not without impatience ; but in fine 
we muſt have it (that is patience) ſo long as we 
want it. I long mightily to ſee my daughter, 
that ſhe may tell me her reaſons for ſo obſtinately 

_ perſiſting in my marriage with des Eſſarts; it is 
a very ſingular whim. You may addrefs your an- 
ſwer to me here; for according to all appearance, 
we ſhall be hers for ſome time. What joy it 
will give me, if des Eſſarts, as radically cured 
as I am, ſhould feel as much pleaſure in be- 
coming my ſon-in-law, as I ſhall in accepting him 
for a ſon. Do not loſe one moment in giving me 
this hope, but do not N me. | 8 


From Madam du CaerzTer to 1. Barons. 


| hk the key to the riddle, my Sear baro- 
1 neſs; but muſt not I take my oath of it? for 
you deſire me not to deceive you. All your mis- 
fortunes are at an end, and providence has con- 
duQted this affair in ſuch a manner, that Julia 
was neceſſarily to have a part in it, to bring it to a 
happy con luſion. Do you know, that this lively f 
this extraordinary, this ridiculous paſſion, ſo im- 
poſſible to humour and even toacknowledge, was 
inſpired in her by des Eſſarts, with the knowledge 
_of every thing you thought x ſecret to her? It 
was to you ſhe ſacrificed her lover. Really, ſuch 
filial tenderneſs is a prodigy, of which there are 
few examples, But I ſhould acquaint you by 
what 
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what. accident our little heroine came to the 
thorough knowledge of your affairs, and begin 


by telling you how I came to be able to clear up | 


theſe difficulties. Ig 


I cov not forbear ſympathizing with you 
in your ſorrows when I read your letter; and the 
ſituation you was reduced to by the running away 
.of a daughter you was ſo ſond of, drew tears from 
my eyes, juſt as des Eſſarts came into my cloſet 
to deliver me a book I had deſired him to get for 
me. Surprized at ſeeing me in tears, he aſked 
my, pardon for his indiſcretion in coming into my 
room without ſending firſt, and was returning 
when I deſired him to fit down. He was moved 
with compaſſion at the recital of the misfortune 
that had juſt happened to you; and being carried 
away by an impulſe which he could not conquer, 
he cried out, that he was very unhappy to haye 
to reproach himſelf with being the author of all 
your ſorrows, Confounded. at having ſaid ſo 
much, he bluſhed, and looking down on the 
arbiihd, appeared like a man indeſpair for having 
betrayed a ſecret which equally belonged'to ano- 
ther. He was conſidering without doubt how to 
give a turn to his diſcourſe, that might put me 
upon a wrong ſcent ; but T did not give him time 

enough for it; kind not being able to conceive 
what ſhare he could haye in Julia's retreat, T 


thought n to por him out of his pain at 


= 


once 


2 
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once, by informing him I was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with both your affairs and his: to that 
end, I put your letter in his hands, which he 
read over twice with the moſt lively emotion. 
After he had returned it to me, he was ſo ſtruck, 
that he was above a quarter of an hour before he 
could anſwer all the queſtions I aſked him; and, 
notwithſtanding my impatience to hear from his | 
own mouth the myſtery of this affair, I was o- 
bliged to give him time to recover himſelf; and 
then he told me, madam de Batteville was not 
miſtaken, when ſhe attributed the dejeCtion that 
had taken poſſeſſion of Julia, to love. Alas! 
madam, I was the obje& of it, without know- 
ing it. The friendſhip her reſpe&ful father ex- 
preſſed for me, made him magnify ſome good 
qualities he thought he had diſcovered in my diſ- 
poſition ; this picture, which certainly was not 
mine, took poſſeſſion of Julia's heart; and ſhe, 
it ſeems, being of an extraction formed by na- 
ture to be attached to me, could not guard her. 
ſelf againſt an impulſe whoſe nature and danger 
ſhe was unacquainted with. But, madam, ad- 
ded he, that you may clearly underſtand what 1 
am going to relate to you, I ought to begin my 
recital, where the baroneſs concluded hers, and 
acquaint you how it came to paſs, . that you ſee a 
man ſtill living that ſhe has deplored as dead. 

I HAD too great a deſire to be made acquainted 
with ſuch extraordinary events, to put off des 
Edarts recital to another time; and therefore or- 

dered 
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2 my ſervant to deny me to ſome people I 
was expecting; ; and des Eſſarts related to me 


what I am going to write, It is he that! is going 
to ſpeak. 


Sleguel to the Hiſtory of des Ess An rs. 


© YOU know my family, madam; it was 
good enough to give me ſome hopes of advancing 
myſelf by going into the army; the example of 
my forefathers, ſeemed to impoſe it as a law on 
me; it was in the ſervice of their country, that 
they had ſpent 2 patrimony, which, in my 
grandfather's time, was till cotfiderable: be- 
ſides, I owed my education to the bounties of the 
king af ſince my mother and I were indebted to 
his goodneſs for'our ſubſiſtence, which we drew 
from a penſion he was pleaſed to grant us; and 
that ought to engage me to merit, by my ſer- 
vices, the benefactions that had oreteded them, 
My mother's inclination and mine both agreed in 
this r::ſpe& ; but the education ſhe gave me diſ- 
conce ted all theſe projects. I had the happineſs 
to fall into the hands of a profcitor, who took a 
liking to me, and would become my director. 
I dare affirm, that, by his aſſiduous cares my re- 
geftion was hed; and he took the adyan- 
tage of that premature light of reaſon in me, 
which I owed to him, to lay open to me the diſ- 
poſitions: of my heart, It was then that he pro- 
nounced 
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nounced this Judgment upon me, which one of 
our romance writers has put into the mouth of 
the preceptor of his hero: you have, ſaid he to 
me, two diſpoſitions, which portend the greateſt 
virtues, and the greateſt dangers. Your heart is 
deſigned for virtue and loves it; but it is ſo ten- 
der, and will be ſo ſuſceptible, that it will expoſe 
you to the greateſt danger; or, at leaſt, 'to the 
greateſt misfortunes. It was according to this 
perfect knowledge that he had of my diſpoſitions, 
that he regulated his precepts ; a life of tumult, 
ſuch as the profeſſion of arms naturally brings 
with it, appeared to him, in the light of a dread- 
ful rock for me; and therefore he encouraged 
me to ſeek a more tranquil and leſs dangerous e- 
ſtabliſhment in the ſtudy of the ſciences. Though 
my genius was too volatile to expect from me 
ſuch an intenſe application as is conducive to a 
great progreſs, my director found the way to ſet- 
tle it. I loved him; and the fear of diſpleaſing 
him, prevailed over my fondneſs for pleaſure; 
thus, from my infancy I contracted the E 
nate habit of ſubduing my prevailing paſſions; 
babit, which afterwards became ſo neceſſary for 
me in the courſe of my life, and without which 
I ſhould often have ſunk under the weight of my 
misfortunes. They began, from the moment ! 
firſt ſaw madam de Batteville. If the ſentiment 
that took poſſeſſion of my ſoul at that inſtant, 
had ſome ſweetneſs in it, it was preſently embit- 


1 rered 
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tered by the difficulties, my mother made me 
Perceive in the mediocrity, or rather want, of 
fortune in me, which would not allow me even 
to hope of providing for Julia (for you know 
that was the name of the baroneſs) or of mak- 
ing her an offer, I ſay, ſuitable to her merit. 
The anxiety, ariſing from the obſtacles that op- 
poſed my deſire to make her happy, was aggra- 
vated by a ſecret impulſe that forbid me to hope 
even to ſee her my wife; yes, madam, even at 
that inſtant, when her mother was declaring to 
me that Heaven approved of my marriage with 
her daughter, and that the ſucceſſion which had 
juſt fallen to her, would enable her to conclude _ 
it; at that inſtant, I ſay, when I ought to 
have thought myſelf at the very ſummit of my 
happineſs, my heart could not expand itſelf 
with joy; and the ſuffuſion on my coun- 
tenance was no indication of my ſoul, that 
was overwhelmed with deſpondence. This 
diſpoſition ſubſiſted during our journey to, 
and ſtay at, Marſeilles ; I could not open a letter 
N dreading to find my ſentence of death in 
I mean, the news of Julia's : at length, the 
_ made its appearance, as the baroneſs 

_ wrote you, and I diſcovered in this terrible event 
the entire ruin of my hopes: convinced I ſhould 
never ſee Julia again, I reſolved to diſengage my 
heart from her ; and, as this attempt was infinite- 
ly above my ſtrength, all that remained in my 


power, CVE 
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power, was to renew, every inſtant of the day, - 
the ſacrifice of the whole happineſs of my life. 
The councils and prayers of the biſhop of Mar- 
eilles ſupported me in this reſolution. The 
{ Courage with which I devoted myſelf to the ſer- 
mice of the infected, was highly extolled ; but it 
Would have been leſs eſteemed if my motive had 
been known. I have already told you ſome ſecret 
voice whiſpered to me, that we ſhould never be 
united, and what was life to me without her | 
| What value then could be put upon the ſacrifice 
| of it, that I offered to the Lord? However, I 
| ought to publiſh the wonders of his grace; my 
motives were purified, I bluſhed at their imper- 
fection, and came at laſt to demand of the AL 
mighty that he would break our marriage if it 
was not conformable to his divine will. As ſoon ; 
as I felt myſelf ſtruck with the plague, 1 thought 
he. had heard me; I had acquired ſufficient 
knowledge of this terrible diſorder to perceive 
that my. ſymptoms were mortal: I therefore 
paſſed the whole night in thinking on eternity, 
and that infinitely amiable object, which death 
| only can put us in poſſeſſion of: how deſira- 
| ble did it appear to me conſidered in that 
light | and how pleaſing the reflection that I 
| had not put off to this laſt moment my diſen- 
gagement from Julia! I eagerly longed to re. 
ceive the laſt ſacraments, and I preſſed madam 
D to procure me | Us ſuccour, 2 the 
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fight of the holy biſhop who had the direction of 
my conſcience, She had hardly been out a quar- 
ter of an hour before I heard ſome-body thruſt 
violently againſt the door; and at the ſame time, 
four of the men who were charged to carry away 
the dead, -came into my chamber : they bid me,. 
with great brutality, make haſte and die, be. 
cauſe they were not in a humour to come back 
again and fetch my dead carcaſe. Well ſaid, 
cried another, he is more than ha'f dead Jed . 
it would be doing him a piece of ſervice to put an 
end to him quite; at the ſame time, one of the 
raſcals broke open the cheſt of drawers, and 
ſeized the purſe that contained our gold; 1 ſaw 
no more; and a deep ſwoon made them believe 1 
was dead. God; without doubt, ſent it down 
upon me to ſave my life; for they certainly 
would have deprived me of it, if they had not 
thought me dead. I ſuppoſe they dragged me 
into their ſepulchral cart, and flung me into one of 
thoſe great pits, where they threw the dead bodies 
one upon another till it was full, without cover- 
ing them. I remained there inſenſible above ſix- 
teen hours, for I did not recover my ſenſes till 
two o'clock the following night. Judge of the 
horror I was in when, by the pale light of the 
moon, I could diſtinguiſh the dead bodies with ; 
which I was ſurrounded : I do not know how it 
happened that this horrid ſpeQacle did not de- 
prive me of my ſenſes a ſecond time; but nature, 
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an enemy to deſtruction, inſpired me with the 


* deſire of making ſome efforts to get out of this 


grave, which, by good fortune, was not deep; 
becauſe of the quanity of dead bodies that had 
been thrown. into it. Ten times I deſpaired of 


ſucceeding, and I was tempted to abandon en- 


tirely the care of my , wretched life: but the 
dread of having my own death to reproach my- . 
ſelf with, animated me with freſh courage, and 
at length 1 prevailed ſo as to get out of this prodi- 
gi ous grave, I laid myſelf down upon the edge, 
puite exhauſted; and thinking that ſuch ſtruggles | 
could conduce to no other end, than to haſten 

laſt mements, I recommended my ſoul to God, 
fully perſuaded I was going to render it up to. 
him, I believe I may aſſure you, that my pray- 


ers ſtrengthened my body, as well as my ſoul: 


after I had finiſhed them, I roſe up, and went 
above three hundred ſieps to drag myſelf to the 
high road. Will you believe it, madam, I ſpent 
two hours there, which paſſed away very ſwift⸗ 
1y, though I ſuffered inexpreſſible pains, and was 


conſumed by a raging thirſt; I had reaſon to be 


convinced of what I had often heard ſay, that 
God proportions his ſuccour to the evils he afſſicts 
us with; and that his grace can change torments 


into pleaſure. I remained in this ſituation till 


break of day; and, juſt as one began to diſcern 
objects, I perceived three women, who were 
coming towards the place where I was: when 


they 
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they were about twenty paces off, I made an et- 
fort to ſit up; and raiſing my voice as well as 
my weakneſs would permit me, I begged of 
them to aſſiſt me for the love of 'God. Recol- 
lea, madam, that thoſe wretches had taken me 
out of bed; ad; not being willing to loſe my 
1 which was a fine one, they ſtripped me of 
You perceive the fright I muſt have occaſi- 
Sea to theſe women; accordingly, they had 
hardly ſet eyes on me, before they all ran away; 
'nevertheleſs, one of them, more courageous than 
the reſt, came back om directly; and being 
come near me, aſked who I was, and why I was 
thus naked? 1 thought I knew this woman's 
voice; and, in fact, I was not miſtaken ; I had: 
\foccooted” ber Wien the had the plague ; ſhe 
often uſed to ſay I had ſaved her life, and that ſhe: 
would give the half of what ſhe was worth for 
an opportunity to acknowledge the obligations. 
ſhe owed me. I related to her, in few words, 
the wicked action that had reduced me to that 
wretched ftate; and begged of her to get me 
carried to ſome place where I might receive my 
facraments, that I had been deprived” of: ſhe: 
went nearer to her companions, who kept at a 
diſtance, and entreated her to abandon me; and. 
though me employed the moſt preſſing entreaties | 
to engage them to aſſiſt in carrying me to her 
houſe, they never would liſten to it. All the 
on prevail on them was, to call two of her” 


| os ſervants: 
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ſervants when they went back: we did not wait 
for them ; this woman having untied one of her 
tticoats covered me with it, and exhorted me 

try my ſtrength by leaning upon her : happily 

for me, her houſe was at no great diſtance, and 

1 got there without any accident. As we were 
going along ſhe told me that, during her. illneſs, 
Jhe had made a vow to go to our lady of la 
Garde as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be able; it is a chap- 

el placed on a very high rock near Marſeilles; 

it was ſhut then, as were all the other churches; 

ſo ſhe thought ſhe ought to poſtpone the fulfill- 
ing of her promiſe to another time. The even- 
ing preceding this day I am now ſpeaking of, 
her vow came into her mind ; ſhe reproached 
herſelf for having deferred the execution of it, 
and thought ſhe ought at leaſt to go to the door 
and return God thanks; who, by the interceſſi- 
on of the Virgin Mary, had reſtored her to health 
again : at firſt ſhe neglected this thought, but 
ſhe was afterwards ſo troubled at it, that, not 
being able to reſiſt it, ſhe begged of two of her 
relations to accompany her thither; and, in order 
to avoid the great heats of this climate, they had 
ſet out at the very dawning. of the day. All 
| theſe circumſtances penetrated me with gratitude, 
and I admired the means Providence made uſe of 
| to ſave me: had I remained in that place an 
| hour longer, I muſt have periſhed; the miſcreant 
| wretches who had taken me away, would not 
| have 
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hare been willing to expoſe themſelves to pun- | 
iſhment for their robbery, by leaving me alive; 
and I do not doubt, that they would have buried 
me alive in this pit, which was filled up in the 
morning, It was natural that I ſhould think of ac- 
quainting madam D* * with what had hap- 
pened ; however I did not, was not out of dan- 
ger; and it appeared to me a ſpecies of cruelty 
to expoſe her to bemoan the loſs of me a ſecond 
time; and that it would be ſoon enough to ac- 
quaint her of my reſurrection, when I ſhould be 
perfectly recovered, if it ſhould pleaſe God to 
reſtore me to my health. I wrote word to the 
biſhop of Marſeilles to aſk ſome ſucgour from 
him, and I prayed of him to let my mother con- 
tinue in entertaining the idea of my being dead, 
till I could think myſelf in a fair way of recove- 
ry. TI was not ill long; five boils came out, and, 
for want of a ſurgeon, I opened them myſelf with 
my penknife; and, by a plentiful ſuppuration, 
ina few days I was out of danger. In this in- 
terval J made the following refleQions : madam 
D#**#® only conſented to our union upon the 
hope of being aſſured of a decent ſubſiſtence : 
ſhe has juſt been ſtripped of every thing ; conſe- 
quently the reaſon ſhe once had to refuſe me her 
daughter ſtill. ſubſiſted, and J cannot in conſci- 
_ ence, without doing a fort of violence to her, 
demand the execution of her promiſe, under the 
preſent circumſtances. I had two. choices left; 
14 the 
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the one was to try my fortune by acquainting her 


ov! my return to life, and by praying her to pre- 


. ſerve Julia for me; the other was, to leave this 


affair entirely to Providence, without informing 


her of the lucky incident that reſtored me to the 


light. You will think me perhaps very whimſi- 
cal in my reſolution to adhere to the laſt ; this 
is what determined me to do it. Recall to your 
mind, that, in the beginning of the plague, 1 
had earneſtly recommended it to God to throw 
ſome obſtacles in the way of my marriage, if it 
was not his bleſſed will that it ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed; it appeared to me that his divine will 
was manifeſted by the robbery that had been 


committed on us; and that I could not, with- 


out revolting againſt his decrees, preſerve a hope 
that he had been pleaſed to take away from me. 
The biſhop, to whom I diſcovered this thought, 


approved of it, but with this reſtrition : you 


may ſaid he, try your fortune; if God grants 
us his grace to ſave this miſerable city, I promiſe 


to give you a capital to go to America ; if, in the 
courſe of a year, you find there is a probability 


of doing ſomething, I promiſe I will let madam 
De and her daughter know it ; but if, on the 
contrary, God ſhould not bleſs your endeavours, 
you will have grounds to believe he does not ap- 
prove of your marriage; and then it would be 
cruelty to hinder miſs Julia from embracing an 
opportunity of an adyantageous eſtabliſhment, 
F e which 


A 
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which ſhe would without doubt refuſe if ſhe was 
aſſured of your exiſtence, This ſeemed to me 
prudent advice, and I ſubmitted to it, as if it had 
proceeded from the mouth of God himſelf, tho? 
not without doing the moſt cruel violence to my- 
ſelf, to ſupport me im my reſolutions. The plague 
had driven agreat number of opulent families out 
of Marſeilles, who were retired to- their country 
houſes, which they called baſtides; the diſeaſe 
at that time penetrated even there, and theſe un- 
happy people were worſe than thoſe in the city, 
becauſe they were deprived: of all fuccour. The 
biſhopof Marſeilles, whoſe charity knew no bounds,, 
uſed every means to. procure. them ſome relief; 
twoof the Jeſuits, who had devoted themſelves to 
the ſerviee of the infected, took upon: them the 
. adminiſtration. of. ſpiritual: eomfort, and I was 
appointed to carry them food and remedies, which 
was agreeable to: my deſign of evading madam» 
D“ *”s ſearch after me. It was at this time that 
God permitted. me to be attacked by ſo: dange- 
rous a temptation, that I ſtood in need of a more 
than ordinary ſhare of grace to ſurmount it. 

I was one day accoſted by a dying woman, 
who could ſcarce ſtand; ſhe told me ſhe was not 
come to implore my aſſiſtance for herſelf, becauſe 

| ſhe feltſhe was ſtruck with death; but ſhe conjured 
me to. apply my attention to Tak only daughter, 
who was in a baſtide, which ſhe pointed to 
with her hand: if you ſave: her, ſaid ſhe, ſhe. is 


I's; Your's,, 
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your's, 2s well as the immenfe fortune ſhe will be 
| miſtreſs of at my death: when'ſhe had ſaid theſe 
words, ſhe fell down through weakneſs; and, not- 
withſtanding, would not ſuffer me to ſtay and give 
her any aſſiſtance, ' I found her daughter in bed; 

and though the diſorder had deadened her charms, 
if Julia's i image had not been preſent to my ima- 
gination, I ſhould have thought it impoſſible to 
ſee any thing more beautiful: I made uſe of e- 
very means to relieve her, not that I was diſpoſed 
to accept the offer that had been made me if I 
had ſaved her, but through pity to ſee ſo amiable | 
a perſon cut off i in the flower of her age. She 
told me the plague had carried off her father, 
and two of her brothers; after that ſhe ſaw three 
of her [ſervants periſh; and laſt of all her mo- 
ther had been attacked, and had exhorted her to 
fly from the houſe to avoid the infection, but that 
me could not reſolve witk herſelf to leave it. 
That having perceived in herſelf the firſt ſymp- 
' toms of the plagne, her mother had flipped a- 
way from her to endeavour to procure her ſome 
relief : ſhe then conjured me to leave her a little 
and return to her mother, to try at leaſt to ſave 
Her : touched by her filial tenderneſs, I ſeemed in 
fuſpenſe between theſe two women, for the young 
lady ſeemed reduced to the utmoſt extremity ; 
however, I gave way to her entreaties, and ran 


myſelf quite out of breath to the place where - 


I had left her mother. Alas! ſhe was no more; 
and 


"» 
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and when I came back to her daughter, I found' 
her in a delirium that ended only with her life: 
' ſhe appeared however to have preſerved ſome re- 
mains of knowledge; for ſhe took her pockets. 
that were under the bolſter, and drew thence a 
key, which ſhe put into my hands ; ſome moments. 
after, ſhe ſnatched it violently from me, complain- 
ing that I was taking away her life to ſeize uporr. 
her effects, and then ſhe gave it me back again 
a ſecond time. It was in theſe agitations that ſhe: 
breathed her laſt, and I was left in the houſe a- 
lone. I dare A madam, that I have always: 
_ deſpiſed the gifts of fortune; but, on this oc 
ſion, riches appeared to me a ſubſtantial good, 
ſince they would have put me in a condition to- 
have provided happily for my dear Julia and her: 
mother. My paſſion pleaded'ſtrongly on: this oc- 
caſion, and furniſhed me with convincing rea- 

ſons to appropriate to myſelf an inheritance. 
which ſeemed to have been left to me. It even 
appeared to me that Providence had given birth. 
to this opportunity, to indemnify me for the rob- 

bery that had been committed on me; in ſhort, 
L was ſeduced for ſome minutes; and at this time- 
of my weakneſs opened a cheſt of Drawers,, 
where I found three little boxes pretty heavy; 
I ſtretched out my hand to take them, when a: 
ſadden glimpſe of returning reaſon enlightened: 
my underſtanding, and made me fee the ſnare. 
the devil had laid for me, I went out of this room 
and: 
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and houſe with a ſort of horror; and, having 
thrown myſelf on my knees before the door, I 
thanked Heaven for the aſſiſtance it had granted 
mein ſo trying a temptation, I was juſt ready 
to retire from a place that had like to have been 
ſo fatal to me, when I reflected that other peo- 
ple beſides myſelf might go into this deſolate 
houſe, and diſappoint the lawful heir of the fa- 
mily. I went back again immediately to ſecure 
what I could carry away: I did not know to 
which of theſe boxes or coffers to give the pre- 
ference: they were ſo heavy that it was not pro- 
| bable I ſhould be able to carry them; I opened 
them, and found by the notes there was above 
three hundred thouſand livres in gold and ſilver: 
I likewiſe found in one of them a fine fan, ſet 
round with precious jewels, that J put in my 
pocket; I loaded myfelf with one of the coffers, 
and carried it to the houſe where I lived. This 
Houſe belonged to a young man who had been in 
the biſhop's ſervice, and had been married about two 
years to a widow in eaſy circumſtances, who died 
of the plague, and by whom he had no children. 
As my lord biſhop had extolled his probity tome, 
1 made. no difficulty of acquainting him with 
what had happened, and begged of him to go 
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with me to their houſe to aſſiſt me in conveying 


to ſome place of ſecurity ſuch things as could be 
carried off, that they might be delivered the next 
day into the hands of the biſhop. I even carried 


* 
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my imprudence ſo far as to tell him that the cof- 
fer which I had brought away was full of gold; 
and that there were two others left behind filled 
with ſilver, I was always of the opinion. that 

this unhappy man was honeſt, till this day; but 

his probity'was too weak to reſiſt ſuch a tempta- 

tion. He planned the deſign of. appropriating this 

treaſure to himſelf, and of getting rid of the on- 

ly witneſs of his crime, by my death: the method 

he took to commit this robbery, which I did not 

know . till my return from India, ſix years after 

the time I am ſpeaking of, was as follows : 


Tris wretch was fallen in love with the 
daughter of a galley ſlave, who had followed 
her father to Marſeilles; ſhe was extremely 
pretty, and her filial tenderneſs was equal to the 
depravity of her morals. She found powerful pro- 
teQtors, and by her intereſt ſucceeded in breaking 
the chains of him to whom ſhe owed her life; 
he brought him to a houſe richly furniſhed by 
one of her gallants, and in which ſhe lived in opu- 
lence. The unhappy Larcher, (that was my land- 
| lord's name) having had an opportunity of ſeeing 
her before the plague, became paſſionately in love 
with her; and, as his wife was very old, at her 
deceaſe offered to marry her. His offers were 
rejected with diſdain, becauſe he was not rich e- 
nough; and, though he had not ſeen her for a 
long time, he ſtill continued to love her. He went 
to her houſe this very evening, and found. both 


her and her father in a miſerable ſituation, He 
- propoſed to this raſcal his deſign in killing me that 
he might ſeize upon my treaſure ; or rather up. 
on that which I was guardian to, and aſked hin 
his advice as well as affiſtance, to put his intended 
"Shedack in execution. This proje& could not 
fail of pleaſing his confident; they concerted to- 
gether the means how to take me off. I had point- 
ed out to Larcher the houſe where we were to go 
thenext day, and his confident agreed to hide him- 
ſelf in the purlieus of this houſe, which he was. 
to open to him. This wicked deſign met with all 
"poſſible ſucceſs; and I was placing in order what 
we were to carry off, which I had put into one of 
the biggeſt coffers, when Larcher, taking advan- 
tage of the poſture I was in, gave me a deep: 
wound with a poinard in my back; I fell, and his. 
accomplice gave me ſeveral more ſtabs, till he. 
thought I had been dead: Larcher applauded: 
himſelf for a crime of which another was to reap: 
the fruits. The galley-ſlave adviſed him not to- 
keep ſo much money in his houſe, which might. 
© be ſearched ; and they agreed together to bury 
It in a neighbouring field. Larcher then went 
| home to bring back the other little box, as well 
as the fan; they depoſited the whole at "the foot 
of a tree, 2 a pit they had dug, and were pre- 

Sy paring to retire, when my unhappy landlord told 
His accomplice that I had wrote that morning a. 

letter to the biſhop of Marſeilles; in which I had 

| informed. 
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informed him of the treaſure that had fallen into 
my hands; and, as this letter was n my pocket, 
he determined to go back into the houſe and take 
it away, leſt it ſhould be the means of bringing 
their wickedneſs to light. The galley-ſlave, de- 
lighted at this circumſtance that would give him 
an opportunity of perpetrating with ſecurity the 
ſecond murder he had meditated, preſſed him to 
take away the letter; and, while he was rifling 
me upon his knees, blew "his brains out with a 
Piſtol, and mixed the blood of this unhappy man 
with mine. It is very probable that he withdrew 
immediately; for it was not long before I ſhewed 
ſigns of life; and I have even a confuſed idea of 
having beard the report of the Piſtol that depri- 
ved Larcher of his ; however, it is very cettain 
that I did not remain above two hours in this 
fainting fit. What horror did I feel at finding 
myſelf overloaded with the weight of my aſ- 
ſaffin's corpſe, and him dead and disfigured in ſuch 
a manner as to inſpire terror? This, madam, is 
the moſt painful period I have experienced in the 
whole courſe of my life; notwithſtanding I had been 
buried alive, and confounded with a great num- 
ber of dead bodies, the major part of them alrea- 
dy in a ſtate of corruption : but when I came to 
| myſelf on this frihoccaſion, | I was under no dread 
of raiſing my undefiled hands and innocent heart 
to Heaven; the avenging ſtings of conſcience 


5 Gd not trouble me; and, when I was on the 


point 
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Point of rendering up my ſoul to my Creator, 
my confidence in him was as boundleſs as his 
mercy. How different was my ſituation. in this 
ſecond danger! I had. baſely yielded to the deſire 
of appropriating to. myſelf a fortune to which I 
had but a very doubtful right; before my fainting 
fit I had endeavoured to juſtify my weakneſs by 
the circumſtances that preceded i it. The people 
who were the proprietors of theſe riches, had 
"deſigned to leave them to me; the mother by 
word of mouth, and the daughter by putting her 
keys i in my hands, ſeemed to have agreed that I 
ſhould enjoy chem: : this is what ] thought when L 
was in health; but when I was going to appear 
before God, theſe ſeemed to me but frivolous pre- 
texts: the mother had certainly made me an of- 
fer of her fortune, but it was upon condition, that 
T ſhould fave her Uaughtet and marry her; theſe - 
words therefore gave me no right to this fortune, 
ſince I was determined never to fulfil the ſecond 
condition. The daughter had delivered her keys 
to me, and, by this action, which appeared to- 
me equivalent to a free gift, had juſtified my 
weakneſs ; but ſhe was not in her ſenſes when ſhe 
did this; a will ſigned under theſe circumſtances 
did not ſeem to me to be valid; and with greater 
reaſon till I ought not to kai: conſidered as a le- 
gitimate title, the firſt ac that was invalidated b 
the ſecond, ſince the had ſnatched away from me- 
_the key, ſhehad before parti into my hands, Thus, L 


Was. 
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was become guilty ; I could nolonger F my» 
ſelf in this reſpe& ; but how far had I been ſo? 
What reliancecould I have upon my repentance ? 
This, madam, threw me into ſo terrible an ago- 
ny, that Icannot think upon what I then ſuffered, 
without my blood freezing in my veins, and my 
hair ſtanding an end with horror. My ſorrow was 
encreaſed at ſeeing myſelf by the fide of a man, 
whom I looked upon gs a mark of the divine ven- 
geance, becauſe he had been killed in the actual 
_ commiſſion of ſin; z I was afraid of becoming 
ſhortly the companion of his eternal miſery, as L 
had been, in ſome meaſure, the companion of his 
covetouſneſs. This thought, that encreaſed my 
troubles, likewiſe worked my cure, by exciting in 
my heart the moſt lively ſentiments of gratitude 
towards God, who had given me time for repen- 
tance, which he had refuſed to this miſerable 
wretch, The ſight of the letter I had wrote to 
the biſhop, and which was till in the dead man's 
hand, compleated the renewal of my hopes ; and 
I recalled to my mind, with an extacyof joy, that 
I had not waited for the moment of danger, to 
determine to repair my fault; I offered up my life 


to God as an expiatory ſacrifice, and it ſeemed to 


me that he had accepted my offering: I perceived 
peace revive again in my heart, and put my whole 
truſt and confidence in God's mercy. I muſt now 
tell you, madam, by what miracle I eſcaped death. 


I Have 
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TI nave told you that the biſhop had ſent- two 
Jeſuit into the out-ſkirts of Marſeilles to admi- 
niſter ſpiritual ſuccour to thoſe who had retired 
into the country; one of theſe had confeſſed the 
mother and daughter, the morning they died ; 
his great occupations prevented his ſeeing them 
the next day; but the day after, being near their 
houſe, he would not go away without giving 
them a word of comfort, in caſe they were ſtill 
living, He was a little ſurprized to find all the 
doors wide open, and particularly the chamber 
door where he had left the two fick people, At 
his entrance he ſtarted back with horror, and 
found me fitting upright ; for at the noiſe he made 
in coming up ſtairs,” I had ſtruggled to put my- 
ſelf in this poſture It was high time this aſſiſt- 
ance ſhould arrive; my blood, that had ſtopped 
during my fainting away, began to guſh out, and 
the Jefuit's firſt care was to bind up my wounds, 
While he was buſied in this neceſſary care, I 
haſtened to confeſs my fault to him; and, as he 
was informed, that, at the very inſtant ' was de- 
ſirous to take on of the money, I thought 
myſelf authoriſed by thoſe 8 whom it had be- 
long'd; and that as ſoon as I began to doubt of 
the legitimacy of this right, I had taken the reſo- 
| lution of referring the deciſion of it to the biſhop; 
he aſſured me, that the crime I had committed 
was not of a nature to incur the wrath of God 3 
and told me, it was rather a ſubject of humilia- 
2 ion 
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tion than penitence; ſince it was impoſſible to 
offend God involuntarily z and that, at the time 
I yielded to my deſire of enriching myſelf, I 
thought I might do it without a crime. 'Thatthis 
accident ſhould tend to make me acquainted with 


the corruption of my heart, and the need I ſtood | 


in of Heaven's aſſiſtance. He left me after he 


had relieved me, and ran to fetch help. I ſhall 


not enter into a detail of the different periods of 
my illneſs; among nine ſtabs that I had received 
not one proved mortal, 'The faintneſs alone oc- 
caſioned by the loſs of blood retarded my re- 
covery, till the plague had entirely ceaſed at 
Marſeilles. It coſt me infinite pain to ſuffer Ma- 
dam D. to go away without ſeeing her; never- 
theleſs, the laſt misfortune that had befallen me, 
confirmed me in the opinion that God did not ap- 
prove my marriage with her daughter. It was 
to my deſire to fulfil it that J ought to attribute 
the temptation I was ſo near ſinking under; and 
what the biſhop acquainted me with after the 
plague had ceaſed, made me perceive ſtill plainer 
the decrees of Providence ever attentive to re- 
move the means of my being united with Julia, 
The-only heir of the unhappy family that had 


been carried off by the plague, was a very wor 


thy man; who, being in eaſy. circumſtances, 
proteſted to his lordſhip of Marſeilles, that he 
would have obliged me to accept one half of the 
ſucceſſion, if it had fallen into his hands; and, 
as a proof of his ſincerity, he gave me two 

| thouſand 
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thouſand heres: which he received from the fale of 
the ſmall houſe that was left him. T hus, it was 
deſigned, by the decrees of Heaven, that I 
mould be ſeparated from Julia by the concatena- 
tion of the moſt extraordinary events; for, if 
Larcher had not committed that crime, the ad. 
vantageous change made in my fortune,” would 
have enabled me to have followed the invincible 
inclinations that hurried me on. - God gave me 
reſolution to ſubmit to his decrees. As ſoon as 
the port was open, I ſought an opportunity of 
going to India. I put into the-biſhop of Mar- 
ſeilles's hands, half the ſum that had been pre- 
ſented me, praying him to prevail upon Madame 
D to accept of it as from him, in order to 
relieve her from the extreme poverty to which 
ſhe was going to be reduced; he refuſed to ad- 
mit it, and took upon himſelf to provide for the 
neceſſities of this lady and her daughter, having 
conceived an eſteem for the mother even'to vene- 
ration, I was therefore obliged to keep the whole 
ſum, which was inveſted in merchandize, and 1 
went away with the ſtrongeſt recommendations. 
In India I made a rapid progreſs in my fortune, 
not by trade, but thro' the favour of a great 
prince, obtained by a ſeries of accidents which I - 
cannot tel] you, becauſe: they are too long, and, 
beſides, have no relation to Madam de Batteville, 

I ſhall only tell you, that the firſt fruits of my 
| good fortunes were ſent to the biſhop'of Marſeil- 
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les, to whom I wrote to divide twenty-four thou- 
ſand livres between my mother and my dear Julia: 
I begged of him to acquaint them I was till liv- 
ing; and that, if God continued to bleſs my un- 
dertakings, I might flatter myſelf to return in a 
ſhort time to Europe with a fortune that would 
enable me to eſtabliſh the happineſs of all thofe 
that I loved. Vain projects! The cataſtrophe 
that put an end to the life of M. Conſtance, 
miniſter to the king of Siam, drew with it m 
ruin; and it was with difficulty that I ſaved, 
from the general wreck, a ſum adequate to that 
I brought with me foi Europe. It was with 
this trifle that J tried my fortune a ſecond time; 
and I confeſs to you, if I had foreſeen the diſap- 
pointments and vexations I had to meet with, I 
ſhould have given up every thing : my trifling 
beginnings were attended with prodigious ſucceſs ; 
and, in the courſe of four years, I found myſelf 
worth fifty thouſand livres: this was the ſum 
had fixed upon as a ſufficient fortune for me, and 
I now thought of nothing but how to return to 
Europe, I found an opportunity for it, at the 
expiration of eight years; that is, from my de- 
parture from thence ; and if my paſt misfortunes 
had not learnt me that I was not born to be hap- ; 
py in this world, I ſhould have thought I now ©- 
ſaw an end to my troubles, We had favourable 
| weather, and were already congratulating our- 
we, that we had paſſed the greateſt dangers, 


; 8 when | 
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when we were met by a Spaniſh privateer that 


took us without reſiſtance, for we did not know 
that war was declared between the two crowns ; 
and, tho' we had known it, our ſhip was not 
armed in a manner to leave us hopes of ſaving 
ourſelves by a ſtout defence. This was the third 
time I ſaw fortune flip thro* my fingers; and, for 
this once, I took a firm reſolution not to expoſe 
myſelf again to her caprice, I looked upon this 
long ſeries of misfortunes as a vocation to arecluſe. 
life, or at leaſt to the eccleſiaſtical ſtate. I re- 

mained fifteen months priſoner in Spain; and, at 
the concluſion, I had the good fortune to meet 
with a veſſel belonging to Marſeilles, whoſe cap- 
tain I knew, and who, in return for ſome ſervices 
I had done him during the plague, gave me my 
paſſage, and overwhelmed me with joy by telling 
me their holy biſhop was ſtill living. If I had 
had any thing to loſe, I ſhould have made it a 
point of conſcience not to have embraced the 
civilities of this captain, leſt I ſhould have drawn 
upon him the ill-luck that ſo obſtinately followed 
me ; but I had nothing left but my life, which I - 
might look upon as a burthen ; ſo I thought 1 
| ſhould not make him run any riſk, We landed 
very happily ; and I was hardly on ſhore, before 
I went to the epiſcopal palace; a term ill enough) 
applied to denote ſo plain a houſe as that the biſhop 
lived in. At the ſight of me he cried out for joy, 
and extended his open arms to embrace me, He 


þad 
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had only received the firſt letter that I had wrote 
him, and thought me dead. This charitable pre- 
late would not ſuffer me to go out of his houſe; 
and omitted nothing to recover me from the fa- 
tigue of my impriſonment and voyage. I gave 
him an exact account of all that had befallen me, 
and begged of him to admit me into his ſeminary 
to prepare myſelf by retirement to take holy or- 
ders. The holy biſhop admired the conductof the 
moſt high with regard to me, withoui being in- 
clined to admit it as a vocation to the eccleſiaſtic 
ſtate. I do not believe you are appointed to it, 
faid he to me, though I will not decide ſuper- 
ficially upon this point; you may board in the 
ſeminary, and take ſome time to ſound your heart. 
It is true, God often makes uſe of misfortunes to 
incline our hear® towards him; but you muſt be 
very cautious how you take a holy ſtate upon you 
as a laſt reſource. Tell me, my dear, ſuppoſe 
you had been ſucceſsful with your little fortune, 
and had found your Julia free, would you have 
thought of taking holy orders? This queſtion. 
confounded me: I had not dared to pronounce 
the name of Julia in my relation, I was ſo ap- 
prehenſive of hearing ſhe was either dead or mar- 
ried : I acknowledge it, my lord, anſwered I, if 
my union with her had depended upon me, I 
ſhould have looked upon this advantage as the 
greateſt of riches; but. I ſtopped myſelf, and, 
looking at him with a ſorrowful air, J endeavour- 


ed 


485 THE VIRTUOUS WIDOW. 


ed to diſcover by his countenance what I bad t to 
hope or fear. Julia can be no longer your's, my 
dear friend, ſaid he with a compaſſionate tone, 
becauſe ſhe i is married and happy : but you have 
no vocation, for the Lord would have been your 
laſt reſource, as I have already told you. When 

one devotes himſelf to the eccleſiaſtic ſtate, 
he ſhould be ſo thoroughly perſuaded of the ex- 
cellence and happineſs of that ſtate, that he muſt 
be ready to renounce all worldly affeQions : he 
muſt love it in preference to any other: evil be to 
thoſe who look upon it as a reſource againſt indi- 
gence, or misfortunes. Vou undoubtedly be- 
lieve, madam, that I was ſtruck with the news 


of Julia's marriage. Not at all. The beginning 


of the biſhop's diſcourſe made me fear ſhe was 
dead; but when I found ſhe was only ſo to me, 
I recovered again : he aſſured me ſhe was happy; 
and her ſituation was an alleviation to the too 


| painful part of mine. To loſe a woman one a- 


dores, through infidelity, is a torment which I 


— 


believe inſupportable; but this circumſtance was 


wanting to my misfortunes, and I was informed 


a letter, that her director had wrote to the 


biſhop of Marſeilles, that ſhe had ſacrificed her- 


ſelf to her mother ; and that, if ſhe had been 
left miſtreſs of her choice, ſhe would have been 
fairhful to my wiſhes. The baron de Batteville's 
generoſity to my poor mother, made him appear 
to me worthy of the happineſs he enjoyed ; and, 

though 
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though I continued to be ſtill the moſt paſſionate 
lover and the moſt unhappy of mankind, I found 
ſome. relief in reflecting that two ſuch eſtimable 
perſons ſhould never have the grief of knowing 
the misfortunes which their happineſs was the in- 
nocent cauſe of. My lord biſhop had told me, 
that, when J had paid my penſion, I might paſs 
ſome time in the ſeminary ; this was giving me 
to underſtand; that he would pay it for me, ſince 
J had not concealed from him the diſtreſſed ſtate 
to which I was reduced: I would have teſtified 
my acknowledgements for this new benefaction, 
but he interrupted me: you are not in circum- 
ſtances to need this ſuccour, ſaid he; Julia was 
already married, when I received the ſum you de- 
ſigned for her, ſo that I have preſerved it: that 
which I had ſent to your mother was quite ne- 
ceſſary for her in the illneſs of which ſhe died 
and, as by her will ſhe left all the ſurplus to the 
poor, I did not think I ought. to have made any 
— in your name to this pious diſpoſition of 

and I judge ſo favourably of your heart, as 
bs believe that, in doing fo, I acted conformably 
to your intentions. There remains therefore only 


twelve thouſand livres for you, which I placed : 


out on good ſecurity ; ſeven years intereſt is due; 
that may ſerve to cloath you, and for your retreat 

a year or two'in the ſeminary, or ſome other 
place: there you may demand of the Lord to 
Gen your underſtanding as to your future 


ſettlement, 
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ſettlement, and you will always find me ready to 
aſſiſt you in every thing I-can. I ſhould have re- 
ceived the benefactions of this holy prelate with- 


o reluttanee; nevertheleſs I felt an inexpreſſi- 
ble pleaſure to find this philoſophical neceſſary, 
which exempted me from the neceſſity of living 
at anether's expence.. I applauded every thing 
promiſed to pay an implicit obedience to his coun- 
cils.' I ſtayed fifteen days longer at his houſe ; 
he inſiſted upon it, tl aking that his table, though 
it was ferved with frugality, would be better than 
that of the ſeminary, and might make me ſame 
amends for my involuntary abſtinence when I was 
a priſoner, It was during this interval that he ac- 
quainted me with the circumſtances that preced. 
ed and followed my aſſaſſination at Marſeilles. 
The wretch who contrived it, had, at laſt, receiv- 
ed the puniſhment due to his crime; and declared 
before the judges what I have already told you. 
I ſtayed a whole year in the feminary to prepare 
for an expected vocation, which was never to be 
granted me; and, by my intreaties, I obtained 
leave to employ another with the ſame views. 
Being at laſt convinced of my unworthineſs to be 
admitted into the number of the miniſters of the 
altar, I quitted Marſeilles to come to Paris, where 
my protector had ſtrongly recommended me to 
his friends, to ſolicit an employment for me: 1 
had a * journey till I came to Chalons ſur. 
Saone, 
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Saone, when I had an attack of a fever, which 
obliged me to ſtay ſome days ir that city, where 1 
was blooded : the ſurgeon they had called in for 
that purpoſe, ſeeing me reduced to the company 
of a nurſe, offered to ſpend the evening with me; 
and, as he ſeemed to be a man of ſenſe, I agreed 
to it with pleaſure. In the courſe of our conver. 
ſation he acquainted me he was not born in Bur- 
gundy, but in Rheims; and that he had left that 
city about a year ſince, in complaiſance to his fa- 
ther-in-law, who lived at Chalons. I could not 
hear the name of the city that contained every 
thing that was dear to me, without emotion; and 
it came into my mind, that I might, without 
being guilty of a crime, enquire after M. de 
Batteville. This ſmall ſatisfaction that I looked 
upon as innocent, and allowable, I did not per- 
mit myſelf without ſome remorſe, and a ſecret 
voice ſeemed to forebode more dangerous conſe. 
quences from this firſt inſtance of my weakneſs. 
I ſurmounted theſe miſgrving thoughts, and aſked 
the ſurgeon if he knew the baron. He was one 
of my patrons, ſaid he; and one of my beft 
patients: he is the richeft man in the province, 
and deſerves more, becauſe he makes ſo good uſe 
of what he has, His lady is the ornament of the 
country, and there never was ſo ſuitable a match. 
I ſhall not repeat to you the encomiums this man 
paſſed upon the whole family. He ſpent the reſt 
of the evening in relating to me a thouſand in- 

K 2+ ſtances 
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ſtances of their charity: you eaſily imagine, I 
was not inclined to interrupt him, and that he 
might have ſpent the whole night in this ſort of 
entertainment without tiring me. When I was 
alone, I fell into ſuch a deep ſtudy, that I re- 
mained a long while in my arm chair without 
thinking of going to bed; and I certainly ſhould | 
have fat there the whole nine, if my nurſe had 
not told me ſeveral times that it was paſt twelve. 
Lundreſſed myſelf without knowing what I did; 
it was not poſſible for me to cloſe my eyes the re- 
mainder of the night. But about eight o'clock, 
having fallen aſleep, Julia (for 1 cannot bring 
myſelf to call her the baroneſs) Julia, I ſay, with 
all her charms appeared to my imagination, and 
I thought I had acted cruelly by myſelf to have 
foregone hitherto the pleaſure of ſeeing her again 
once more at leaſt, This thought was ſo rivetted 
in me, when I awoke, that I entirely gave way 
to it; and, during the five days longer that I ſtay» 
ed at Chalons, it was impoſſible for me to think 
of any thing elſe. _ Thus, by an imperceptible 
negligence, I loſt the fruits of twelve years ſtrug- 
gles, I had almoſt ſaid of victories, if I had not 
been convinced that the enemy I thought deſtroy- 
ed, was only weakened, When I came to 
- Rheims, I enquired for a houſe near the baron's ; 
and, by an accident, -which I then thought very 
happy, I found one that had a window that looked 
into the garden: in this chamber I took up my 
abode; 
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abode; and, as I was deſirous: of: ſeeingy every 
ching without being ſeen, Thad it latticed ſo as to 
favour my deſign. Iwaited there with the utmoſt 
impatience for a proper time to ſee Julia: at laſt 
it came; and although I did not ſee her face, be- 
cauſe ſhe had a ſtraw. hat on to keep off the ſun, I 
enſily knew her again by her majeſtie ſnape, and 
eaſy air; I even heard the ſound ef her voice: 
all together made ſuch an impreſſion on me, that, 
forgetting the neceſſities of nature, I ſtayed at 

this window ſeven hours, after ſne was gone into 

the houſe again; Fcoold not take my eyes from 
thoſe places marked by her footſteps; the bench 
ſhe had ſat upon, appeared to me a throne beam 
ing brightneſs, and every motion of her's ſeemed 
preſent to my imagination. What ſhall I fay to 
you, madam ? Intoxicated with my paſſion, there 
J paſſed fix months in this manner, notwithſtand- 
ing the remorſe with which I was: tormented. in 
the beginning, which: was not ſtrong enough to 
diſſipate the charm that had retained me in that 
place: I never left it, but to go to the coffee-houſe, 
at thoſe hours moſt likely to meet the baron there: 

notwithſtanding my fond paſſion, I perceived the 


merit of my happy rival; I found him worthy of 


Julia; and ſince ſhe could not be mine, I congra- 
tulated myſelf that ſhe had fallen to the lot of the 
honeſteſt man in the world: you will be hardly 
able to comprehend what I am going to tell you, 
hee] u the love I had for Julia, was di- 
K 3 verted 
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; verted by the friendſhip-E had contraQted for the 
baron, and that they both became equally dear to 


me. The attachment I perceived in me for the 
haſband, confirmed me as to the nature of the 


\ ſentiments I entertained for the wife; I repeated 


to myſelf twenty times a day, that a paſſion un- 
der ſo much ſubordination, as to leave myſelf at 


liberty to love my rival, could not be attended by 


any fm or danger. Madman that I was! the ne- 
ceſſity I was under to repeat it to myſelf ſo often, 
ought to have taught me, that I had not thorough- 
ly examined my conſcience ; z and that I was not 
leſs culpable in the eye- of God, becauſe I was 
free from every thought repugnant: to virtue, ſince 
I had made an idol that was become the object of 
all my actions. You have told me that the  bar- 
oneſs has informed you what impreſſion the fight 
of the little Julia made on me; what appeared in 
my countenance was but a faint image of What I 


felt in my ſoul: I do not pretend to deſeribe it, 


from the impoſſibility to make you comprehend 
the leaſt part of it. My raſhneſs daily encreaſed; 
I was running headlong to my ruin; and nothing 
could rouſe me from that abſolute negligence in 


> which 1 paſſed my life, but ſome effort that it was 
no longer 1 in my power to make. God ſnatched 


me as it were, agairiſt my will, out of this ſtate , 
of intoxication ; and this at the very time, when 
I ſpared no pains to drive him from my thoughts 
and heart ; becauſe the idea of his preſence pei- 

ſoned 


from this lethargy by the ſight of a cloud of 
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foned the falſe happineſs that I ſtruggled to enjoy. 
It happened that Julia, defirous of taſting the 

ſweets of a fine ſpring day, when the air was fo 
mild and temperate that nothing was to be dread- 
ed from it, came, with her daughter, and two 
other ladies her friends, and fat in the garden, 
where ſhe ſpent the whole afternoon exactly op- 
poſite my window): not a ſingle motion of her 
has eſcaped me; 1 thought fortune had never 
been ſo favourable to me beſore ; and, although 
Thad been looking at her for five hours together, 
I fancied, when ſhe went away, the had not been WW 
there an inſtant. Abſorbed by the different reflec- 
tions that her preſence had excited in my foul, 
night came without my paying any. regard to.it, 
and I remained in the ſame attitude notwithſtand- Wl 
ing the darkneſs, All of a ſudden I was rouzed 


ſmoak and flame, which came out of the houſe 
that encloſed my treaſure ; I ran, or rather flew, Wl 
into the ſtreet, crying out ſo 8. that I preſently i 
_ raiſed the otichbourhood”: ſome tradeſmen who Ml 
were coming from work, helped me to force open li. 
the baron's door, here I was knocking as 4 17 
loud as I could; I enquired of thoſe, who Wil 
knew the Shes of the rooms, whe was 
Julia's; and, with their help, I opened the door. 
Julia knew me again without doubt; but her 
thoughts being wholly taken up with her daugh. 
ter's s danger, ſhe would have thrown herſelf into 
„„ 1 
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the, flames to have aſſiſted her, if thoſe that were 
vith me, into whoſe hands 1 had delivered her, 


had not withheld her: I ſaw a waiting woman 
diſappear who was coming out of the little one's 
room, by which I concluded that the flooring 
was fallen in: the fear of ſuffering the ſame fate, 


could not ſtop me ; I braved the flames, and was 


ſo happy as to get to the child's chamber at the 
expence of my hair, and a great number of burns, 
which I did not {Ku feel. You know the ell, 


madam ; I went out of Rheims as ſoon as the bar- 


oneſs Was out of danger, and retired to Pont-a- 
Vere to take the Paris coach; that is to ſay, to 


takemy paſſage by water, It was not poſſible for 


me to go further than Compeigne ; my burns, 


which I had neglected, feſtered, and I remained 
a week with a high fever upon me. My preſent 
danger was not ſufficient to awaken me from the 
deadly ſleep into which I was fallen; and I, who, 
at Marſeilles, ſhuddered with fear at the hourhes 
of appearing before the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, 


» with a conſcience loaded with an impulſe of co- 
-vetquineſs, which was deteſted as ſoon as con- 

"ceived; I, I ſay, who for more than ſix months 
had been living in a criminal attachment, ſaw the 


moment of my deſtruction draw near without 
dread : ſuch is the property of fin, to darken the 
underſtanding and harden the heart; that has once 
ſuffered itſelf to be corrupted. T le hardneſs of 
heart continued till T met one of the baron de 

| Batteville's 
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Batteville's ſervants : what he told me about his. 
lady, ſtruck me to the ground like a thunderbolt ; 
I had ſcarce left this.young fellow, but I ran to the. 
convent of, the barefooted 3 where, 
retiring into an obſcure place, I reproached myſelf 
in the moſt lively manner: what, ſaid I to myſelf, 
is.it not enough then to have enticely abandoned 
the care of my ſalvation; but I muſt involve the 
moſt virtuous of all women with me in perpe- 
tual miſery! What, ſhall. Julia, undone: through 
my fault, reproach. me to all eternity with her. 
ruin! And ſhall we hate one another for everlaſt- 
ing ages, for want of reſolution. to tear ourſelves 

away from the deadly pleaſure. of loving only for 
afew years! This horrible but ſalutary thought 
made ſuch a revolution in my ſentiments, that I 
found a thorough change in me; and, 'whan I. 
examined into the bottom of my heart, that, if I. 
found any marks of love there 1 8 utterly. 
deſtroy them, I diſcovered nothing but the. moſt 
lively . regret for having giving way to it. God, 

who. had juſt worked this miracle, ſuſtained. me 
in this happy. ſituation; I. found "myſelf i in the 
joyful condition of a captive releaſed from painful 
ſlavery; and my gratitude to my deliverer was ſo. 
ſtrong, that, methinks, 1 would have laid down 
my life, to have proved it. The day after this 
happy chadge I wrote to the baroneſs : at the 
ſame time I made a ſacrifice that would have coſt 
me dear, if the ardent ** to Pie my fault, 


K 5 had. 
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had not ſupported me init. I had been guilty of 
ingratitude to the biſhop of Marſeilles, to whom 
I had not wrote, during the time of my ill con- 
duct; he was at Paris, about ſome buſineſs that 
related to his dioceſe; went to him and confeſſed 
all my weakneſſes, or rather all my ſins. He 
received me, with the goodneſs of the prodigal 
father; and adviſed me to go into ſome retire- 
ment, that I might be able more clearly to dif- 
cern, what God demanded of me; I began it, 
but could not accompliſh it: a violent fever that 
ſeized me all at once, and which degenerated into 
a decay, baffled the {kill of the phyſicians, who, 

not knowing what to preſcribe, ſent me to. the 
waters of Forges. Whether they really prevail- 
ed over my illneſs, or whether my recovery from 


this ſpecies of melancholy, brought on me by the 


remembrance of my follies, was owing to the 
company I met there, it is certain, that, in eight 
days time, my appetite and ſleep, that had entirely 


left me, refarned. I was one day at the window 


of my inn with an eccleſiaſtic, who came to Paris 
with my lord of Marſeilles, 3 had accompanied 
me to the waters, when we ſaw a chaiſe ſtop at 
the door : a lady ſtepped out of it, whoſe face I 


thought I knew, though I N not recollect 


where I had ſeen her. I was endeavouring to 
recall her to my remembrance, when my attenti- 
en was called off, by an exclamation that came 
from the chaiſe. I aſſure you, if I could have 
| got 
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got away at this inſtant, I ſhould how ee it, 38 
ſoon as I ſaw Miſs Batteville, who, while ſhe 
cried out that it was I, made a ſign with her hand, 
ſuch as is cuſtomary when one meets any body 
one is pleaſed to ſee, She mentioned my name, 
without doubt to the lady who was with her, ſor 
they came directly to my chamber; and this lady, 
as ſoon as ſhe entered the room, ſaid to me, we 
ought to have waited, fir, to have receiyed your 
viſit firſt; but mademoiſelle Julia's gratitude has 
got the better of her good breeding: I have good 
reaſons for it anſwered the little one; yon do not 
know him, madam; be is a mere Proteus, that 
will ſlip through our hands, if we do not bind him 
with ſtrong chains: as for my part, 12 going to 
demand aſſiſtance in the town, and place guards 
at his door, and yet I ſhall not be ſecure of him, 
He that knows how to go through the middle of 
the flames, may very eaſily go out of a window, 
or break through a wall. Truly, ſaid the prieſt, 
whoſe name was Monſieur Mere, you give the 
gentleman à magnificent encomium; I admire 
his prudence; there are certain dangers that can- 
not be avoided but by flying from them, and ſe- 
eurity would encreaſe them. Fear ſhould not be 
unlimited, replied Julia's companion; ; and, I am 
almoſt ſure the chevalier knows how to ſet bounds 
to it: be it as it will, he muſt arm himſelf with 
courage, to confront the danger, if there is any, 
for I will eapdemnromnlelſe: s efforts, to prevent 
his 


N ; 
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| his eſcaping from us; and, if he intends to avoid 


the chains we are preparing for him, he muſt. 
bind himſelf by giving us his word of honour, not 
to run away from his friends. I have ſome right 


to chis title, ſaid ſhe to me, whiſpering me in the 


ear: I am in your debt for an anſwer to the letter 
you did me the honour to write to me, and I am 
charmed to have this opportunity of paying it. 

Theſe words, which made me comprehend that 
it was to this lady I addreſſed the letter I had 
wrote'to madam de Batteville, threw me into an 
inexpreſſible confuſion : the myſterious air with 
which ſhe ſaid this, gave me to underſtand, ſhe 
was acquainted with my follies ; and I was going 
to ſtammer out an anſwer, when M. Mere, who 
perceived, by my confuſion, that it related to 
ſome particular affairs between this lady and me, 

drew Julia to a window, under pretence that me 


ſhould take notice of W ladies who were com- 
ing with a very ſpruce retinue; and by this means 


procured me a tẽte- à-tète, that made me tremble: 
perhaps I have aQed imprudently, ſaid this lady, 
but 1 was defirous of giving ſome reafon, why. 
you ſhould not leave the waters, by informing you, 
you will find a perſon here well enough acquaint- 
ed with your conduct, to have conceived the 


— higheſt idea of you, with a moſt earneſt defire to 


be more particularly acquainted with you, and to 
be of ſervice to you, if it ſhould be in her power. 
Ah 1 madam, ny I, f madam de Batteville has 

entruſtd 


omen, and that is all I can ſay. Tulia came up to 
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entruſted you with my letter, can you blame me 
for eſcaping, which the dread of my o, weak 
neſs makes abſolutely neceſſary? IL not only diſap- 
prove ot it, replied the lady, but it runs in my 
mind that Providence has brought you to Forges 
to compleat your cure. I anfwered, I accept the 


us with an air of perplexity, and aſked. her com- 
panion if ſne had received my vows, and if we g 
might truſt to them? Iwill be his guarantee, ſaid 
ſne; a chevalier has no ſtronger priſon than his 
word of honour; and you may depend upon his. 
After this, the converſation became general, till 
the ladies retired to their chamber to repoſe them 
ſelves and change their cloaths: When I was 
alone with M. Mere, he looked at me with an 
arch air, and ſaid to me: ah, poor chevalier! for WW | 
in ſhort, that is the title they have given you, 1 
perceive you are in a good deal of perplexity : \\ 
you will want a confident preſently ; ; and, thanks 
to this opportunity, I am going to be your's. . 
That 1 may juſtify the confidence I had at this 
time with M. Mere, I muſt draw his picture; Wl 
but this relation has already been too long: 4. 1 
will be ſufficient to ſay, he was the biſhop of Mar- 
ſieilles's director. The conduct of this worthy 
prelate, is a compleat panegyric upon him that 
directs it: and, as I wanted advice upon ſo deli-. Wl 
cate an affair, I was delighted that I had it in my 
wo to regulate my conduct by that of a man I 
infinitely 


| iy to reward me for a ſervice, which any one elſe. 
| on 
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cofinitely eſteemed: I therefore gave him a fangs 
mary account. of all that happened to this day, 


and I conjured him to decide what meafures 1 


ought to take. Your love for madam de Bat - 
jeville, no longer ſubſiſts, ſaid he; yet I commend 
your fears in that reſpect: too great a diffidence 
cannot be entertained of fo dangerous an eneray ; 
and, if it had been this lady who was juſt now 
arzived, I would inſtantly help you tu mount your 
harſe. But I do not ſee why you ſhould fly from 
his daughter; ſhe. is free as well as you: her father 
allotted her for you; and I ſay with madam de 
Launai (that was the lady's name who was with 
Julia) that you may complete your cure at Forges, 
by. transfering to the daughter thoſe ſentiments 
you haye had for her mother: I am much miſta- 
ken, or the young one will ſtand in no need of an 
heroic obedience to conform herſelf to her fa- 
ther's intentions... But, anſwered I, Monſieur 
Mere, ſuch a marriage wall put me in * way of 
ſeeing the baroneſs again; and can I hope, con- 
fidering the treacherous trick my heart played me 
fix months ago, that I have gained ſo complete a 
victory over my paſſions, as nat to fear a relapſe 
if I ſhould expoſe myſelf to the danger? Be- 
fades, ſuppoſing an abſolute one on my fide, am I 
ture this unhappy woman has abſolutely baniſhed 
me from her heart. The baron, Who, in mak. 
ing me a preſent of his daughter's hand, untend; 7 
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on the like occaſion would have done him, does 
not know who Lam; and I have too 880 an 
opinion of his attachment for his lady, to think 
he would willingly rend her heart by ſueh a mar- 
fiage. The baron is obliged to you for the ex- 
ceſſive complaiſance you ſuppoſe him to be maſter 
of, anſwered M. Mere, but 1 do not know if his 
lady will think herſelf equally obliged to you : 
after the deſcription you have given me of her, L 
Fhould believe T did her an injury, if I could ſuſ- 
pe& her capable of preſerving ſentiments for you, 
that would be derogatory to her virtue. Could 
you think that, relying upon the diſproportion of 
your ages, ſhe would wait for the death of her 
huſband to——Ah! God preſerve me from ſuch 
a thought, cried I, interrupting him; I never 
formed ſuch an vnijud wiſh, even when I was 
moſt blinded by my paſſion + I would lay down 
my life to prolong the baronꝰs days; and my heart 
is ſo full of horror at the crimes. my paſſion had 
made me commit, that I dare promiſe to God, in 
your preſence, that I would refuſe the hand of the 
widow, if, by the death of her huſband, ſhe 
' ſhould be in a condition to make me an offer of it. 
I approve of your delicacy, ſaid M. Mere; and, | 
in order to put it out of your power to violate the 
ſort of vow you have juſt now pronounced, my 
advice is, that you ſhould put an inſutmountable 
barrier between you and the baroneſs, 'by marry- 
ing mademoiſelle Julia; but, continued he, we 
| | have 
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have time to take our reſolutions, for theſe ladies 
are to ſtay here ſix weeks; and, / ſince madam de. 
Launai has the confidence of madam de Bat- 
teville, we ought. to conſult her about the mea - 
ſures we ſhould take. Our converſation. continu- 
ed long upon this ſubject, and M. Mere made. 
me obſerve, how ſtrongly Providence had declar- 
ed againſt my marriage, by the uncommon ob- 


ded he, every thing ſeems to concur. to your union 
with bir daughter; the ſeveral events that have 


| PE preceded, ſeem to be ordained to bring it about; 


and I look upon your meeting at . Forges, as a 
ſtroke: of Heaven, that ſeems determined to 
| reunite you in ſpite of the efforts you Bon: made 
| to keep as llc oak her, id ond 'c 
I * 


r F-MADE | no ent W 1 1 was 5 not- 


conformable enough with. myſelf, to be able ta 


unravel the nature of my ſentiments with. regard 
to the mother and daughter: and the preſent oc. 
caſion was very improper to ſound my heart. M. 
Mere ſent to the ladies to. beg leave to pay them 


were immediately introduced into their room. I: 
Found Julia in a moſt elegant dreſs; and, as I was 
but little acquainted with her, I was not furprized 


ſtacles that had croſſed. it... On the contrary, ad- 


j 


— 


dur reſpeQs, as ſoon as they were viſible; and we XP 


at it; it was quite. natural for a girl of her age; 


but madam de Launai, who rallied her upon it, 


F that ſhe carried her contempt 4 + 


you are the object of her malicious intentions: 1 
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refs to a blameable exceſs; and ſhe concluded, 
from hence, that ſhe had certainly ſome deſign of 
making coigucfts at Forges; for ſhe aſſured us 
ſhe had never employed ſo much pains and time 
at her toilette before; and I am very much a- 
fraid, added ſhe, ſmiling at the ſame time, that 


know her vindictive temper, ſhe is piqued at the 

ſuddenneſs with which you fled from her ; and 
ſhe means, without doubt, to hinder you from 
repeating the ſame fault a ſecond time. Amuſe 
yourſelf at my expence, I agree to it, anſwered 
Julia, and I own J have entertained a little pique - 
againſt the chevalier, for hiding himſelf from our 
acknowledgements : beſides the particular mo- 
tives I had for my gratitude, the grief he occafion- 
ed my parents, ought to have affected me, ſo that 
you may very well ſuppoſe in me a deſire of re- 
venge : nevertheleſs, as deſires of this nature are 
dangerous to thoſe that encourage them, I wil- 
lingly make a ſacrifice of mine, and only wiſh to 
inſpire the chevalier with a friendſhip, he cannot 
refuſe us without injuſtice; and my father and 
mother have ſo many pretenſions to it, that he 
cannot deprive us of it, if he will but come near 
us again. I anſwered to this diſcourſe only by a 
low bow, and Julia muſt have found me very dif- 
| ferent from the character her father had given 
me; for I really had the appearance of a ſtupid 
animal. I ardently wiſhed to have ſome con ver- 
ſation» 


. 
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ſation with madam Launai; ſhe ſhunned: me; 


iin thee, taking my perplex- 
ity for the commencement of love, ſhe had agreed 


with Mf. Mere, to wait till the ſentiment ſhe ſup- 


poſed in me a greater progreſs, before 


ſhe would give me an opportunity of coming to 
an explanation. She, without doubt, thought 1 


mould ſoon be in a condition of acquainting her 


with what was paſſing in my heart; I ſhould: 
have been very much puzzled how to do it: it: 
Was a mixture of ſentiments for the mother and 
daughter, ſo well blended together, that I could 
not ſet a juſt value on them; I believe, however, 

that the balance inclined in favour of Juliaz ond. 
that:the ſhame of inconſtancy prevented my a- 
greeing in my own mind about it. This amiable 


child, little upon her guard againſt a paſſion ſhe 


was unacquainted with, gave herſelf up with the 
mote: confidence, becauſe ſhe thought it was only 


the effe of friendſhip and gratitude, and be- 


canſe.imadamde Launai applauded her ſentiments; 
conſequently perceived the progreſs I was mak - 
ing in her heart, and perhaps I was a little ſmitten 
with love when 1 thought myſelf only actuated by 


a ſentiment of gratitude. When madam de Launai 


thought our hearts no longer in a condition to re- 
treat, the took off the bandage ſhe had left upon 
mademoiſelle de Batteville's eyes, and made her 
perceive that her pretended friendſhip for me was 
ea —_ 1 would have ſtopped the ag of 


bb 
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it, ſaid ſhe, if I had not been informed, by the 
baron and his lady, that what they deſired above 
all things was to ſee you the wife of your deli- 
verer. Julia, wbo was ignorant of the art of diſ- 
| ſimulation, ſaid to her, if the ſentiments you ob- 
ſerve in me are thoſe of love, we muſt not date ſo 
far back as my arrival at Forges ; from the firſt 
moment my father deſcribed him to me, I hade 
always felt for him juſt what I feel now. The 
approbation of my parents notwithſtanding, can- 
not make me eaſy with reſpe& to the conſe- 
quence of a paſſion that had taken poſſeſſion of 
my heart without my being able to perceive it, or 
guard me againſt it, The chevalier does not ſym- 
| pathize with me in tenderneſs ; his abſconding 
is a ſure ſign of his indifference. His conduct 
ſince we have been at Forges is a corroborating 
proof of it: he has a thouſand times promiſed 
me his friendſhip ; and, by the compariſon I have 
made between his manner of expreſſing himſelf 
and what I feel, I found that he offered me onl7 
a faint cool friendſhip, which I could not be ſatiſ- 
fied with, He does not love me I am ſute; and, 
in that caſe, what ſervice can the advice of 
thoſe on whom I depend do me? My dear, an- 
ſwered madam de Launai, ſo far from attribu - 
ting the cheyalier's flight and coolneſs. to indiffe-, 
rence, be perſuaded, they are the effects of his 
prudence and probity. He loves you; I am in 
no doubt of it: the meannels of his fortune, and 
your 
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your'great wealth, have made him take the only 
meaſure that covid contribute. to his repoſe ; he 
has endeavoured by abſence 'to extinguiſh a paſ- 
fion, which he thought could only be productive 
of troubles to him; and, notwirkſtanding the op- 
portunities he bas had, ſince we have been at 
Forges, of declaring bis paſſiom to you, his ho- 
neſty has made it a law to him to repreſs it, be- 
cCauſe he cannot perfuade himſelf you are allotted: | 
for him. Without diſcovering your ſentiments: 
to him, I will acquaint him with yeur father's, 
47055 may depend upon ſeeing him preſently at | 
your feet, It was with ſome difficulty Juha-con-- 
_ ſented to this propoſal ;- nevertheleſs, as ſhe knew: 
what a- deference her mother bad for madam de 
Launai, ſhe: gave herſelf up entirely to her ma- 
nagement. The ſame night this lady told me at 
ſupper ſhe-felt herſelf a little uneaſy, which pre- 
vented her drinking the waters the next day; 
and that ſne then depended upon my attending 
her while the company were gone to the foun- 


tain. She might aſk this of me, without indiſ- 


cretion, becauſe I had left off drinking them two 
days. I was punQual to the appointments, as 
ſoon as ſhe was alone, when, after ſome conver- 
ſation upon i indifferent ſubje&s, the owned to me 
that madam de Batteville had returned my letter 
to her without caring to open it; but that, after 
ſhe herſelf. had read it, ſhe fount) it ſo replete / $ 
wth 9 and- * ſenſe, that ſhe judged it- 


N 
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very neceſſary to acquaint her with it; and that 
5 3 had produced albthe effect I had hoped for from 
Strange perverſity of the human heart! I 
| wool methinks have laid down my life to have | 
found in the baroneſs that ſtrength of reſolution 
and chriſtianity that I had loved in Julia; and yet 
I could not hear without emotion, that ſhe had 
prevailed ſo far as to efface my image from 
her heart. The ſentiments of mine were viſible 
in my countenance. ' How ! fir, ſaid madam de 
Launai, do you degenerate from the high opinion 
I have-coriceived'of you ? Do you defire——No, 
madam, I defire nothing, ſaid I, interrupting her: 
but forgive; in a weak man, an involuntary im- 
pulſe, which both his reaſon and inclination diſ- 
approve. Alas! a hundred times ſubdued, and 
as often victor in the painful combat I have un- 
dertaken, in ſpight of me there ſtill remain ſome 
deep ſcars, which time only and God's powerful 
grace can radically heal, Then this lady told me 
the would put me in a way to ſurmount the re- 
mains of my paſſion quickly, and to preſerve me 
from a relapſe: madam de Batteville, ſaid ſhe, 
to deſtroy the paſſion that had awakened in her 
breaft, has had the aſſiſtance of a moſt painful 
ſacrifice; do you procure for yourſelf the ſame 
means; and, without giving me time to make 
any reply, ſhe acquainted me, or intended to ac- 
quaint me, with the baron's defire to give me his 
daughter, and the good will the charming Julia 
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bere me. She was going, without doubt, to en- 
courage me to take the advantage of the good in- 
clinations of both the one and the other, when 
we were interrupted by a viſit, and ſhe had only 
time to tell me ſhe would finiſh this converſation 
at our evening walk, In reality, ſhe prevailed ſo far 
as to perſuade me that the remains of my paſſion 
for the mother (ſuppoſing any was exiſting) would 
yield to a lawful tenderneſs for the daughter; and 


I -promiſed her to think in good earneſt upon a 


remedy that certainly had nothing very painful 
in it. The next day, ſhe pretended ſhe wanted 
to conſult M. Mere about ſome difficulties ; and 


; when ſhe came into his room, ſhe deſired Iwould 


go and keep Julia company, in a room in the gar- 
dien, which could not be ſhut, and which was 
overlocked through many places in the houſe. I 
was under ſome perplexity how to begin a con- 
verſation which would prove an engagement to 
me: Julia, on her ſide, appeared to be in a pro- 
found meditation; ſo that we were ſilent for 
ſome minutes. At laſt I broke it; but when I 
would have mentioned the unexpected happineſs 
Promiſed to me by the baron, Julia interrupted 
me, ſaying, ſpare yourſelf the trouble of diſſem- 
bling with me, ſir; far from conſidering our u- 
nion as a happineſs, I knew your conſent to it will 
be a puniſhment to you; and, as I know all your 
ſecrets, learn mine. I love you, ſir; deſcended 
from a family deſtined to find you amiable, I could 


not 
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not guard againſt a paſſion that my age would 
not even permit me to foreſee, My indignation, 
if I had had more knowledge, would undoubted- 
ly have cleared up to me the nature of my ſenti- 
ments. I thought you hated me, that you deſ- 
piſed me; and this error has brought on my ill. 
neſs, by the torments it has made me ſuffer, Wit- 
neſs to the converſation you had yeſterday with 
madam de Launai, I am acquainted with my ri- 
val; I refpe& her image in your heart; after 
having loved my mother, I have not the pre- 
ſumption to think myſelf capable of driving her 
from your remembrance. The determination 
that you took to fly from her, after having ſo 
cautioufly avoided her, Ae to me your vir- 
tue and paſſion for bes, at the ſame time; I vin- 
dicate it, and am perſuaded my father cannot im- 
pute it to you as a crime. I ſhall know, as well 
as you have done, how to keep my paſſion in due 
bounds, without deftroying it. After the con- 
feſſion I have made to you, you perceive that I 
ought never to ſee you again: depart, fir; and 
ſince it is determined that you ſhould never love 
me, at leaſt am going to endeavour to deſerve 
your eſteem; I renounce matrimony; and if, 
through the greateſt misfortune that can befal 
me, I ſhould ever find myſelf in a condition to 
be of ſervice to you, you will learn by my actions, 
that I conſider your happineſs as the only felicity 
that I am capable of a. I remained mo- 
tionleſs 
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tionleſs during this diſcourſe ; I called to my 
mind, that Julia, having heard only half of our 
converſatien, becauſe we refumed it at our even- 
ing walk, could not be acquainted with the vic- 


tory her mother had obtained over her own heart, 
and of that ſhe had juſt then compleatly obtain- 


ed over me: yes, madam, ſuch heroic ſenti- 
ments fubdued me ; and, if I had- not been ex- 
Poſed to be ſeen, I ſhould have thrown myſelf at 


Her feet, impelled thereto more by reſpe& than 


love: I would have acquainted her with the 
change that virtue had wrought in her mother; 


he refuſed to liſten to me; and ſaid to me: let 


us make a better uſe of theſe moments: I have 
underſtood by your diſcourſe that you was ſepara- 
ted from my mother by moſt extraordinary events, 
juſt when you was upon the point of being mar- 
ried to her; do me the favour to acquaint me 
with them. It was to no purpoſe to excuſe my- 
ſelf from undertaking ſuch a long narration; ſhe 
begged it of me ſo earneſtly that I could not re- 


fuſe her this ſatisfaction. I made as ſhort of it 


as poſſible, and I was juſt come to the time when 
I arrived at Marſeilles from my Spaniſh priſon, 
when we perceived madam de Launai, followed 

one of the baroneſs's waiting women, come 
into the garden, ſhe came towards us in a great 


| Hurry; and I obſerved, by Julia's countenance, 


that the arrival of this woman ſeemed to portend 


ſome misfortune, Her friend endeayouring to 


com. 


—__ 
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compoſe her countenance, faid to her ; do f a i 


_ dreſs at Paris, where I ſhall be obliged to y 


myſelf into an arm chair, under fo great adeprel; 


muy heart; but, i it was the loſs. of the baron that af- 
: fected me ore _ than all the reſt. This ef- 
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frightened, my dear Julia; there is tis teaſes for. 
it. Vour father cannot ſupport the uneaſineſs of 
your abſence ; and, as it is imagined that en- 
creaſes his diſorder, the baroneſs charged me to | 
ſend you away directly, if I could not come with ! 
you myſelf, Ah! my father is no longer living, 
faid Julia, and immediately after this ſhort excla- ul * 
mation fainted away: while the phyſician, was bu⸗ G 

ſy, madam de Launai came up to me, and fai: 5 
the poor child will find her father Jead: I am 0- 
bugs to go away with her without taking any 

ſteps f. or your common good ; there is my ad- 


ſome days: I hope to ſee you there, fir, and find 
you ſuch as I left you. She ſaid no more about 
it : Julia had recovered her ſenſes, and ſhe ſtrove 
to perſuade her, that her father, though ſome- \ 
thing worſe, was in no great danger; but the 
hurry they Were 1 in to ſend her away proved to 
the contrary : they got into the chaiſe as ſoon a 
it was ready; and I had not the reſolution to 
take leave of them. I followed their carriage "with 
my eyes; and when I loft Gght of it, I threw 


fion of ſpirits, that I excited the pity of M. Mer 
It was not only the, departure of Julia, and thi 
grief her mother was going to feel, that wrung 
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timable-man held the third place in my heart; 
and, if I loved him when he was my rival, how 
much greater muſt my affection be, from the 
moment I conſidered he might become: my father? . 
M. Mere was afraid this accident would awaken 
my love for the baroneſs, by baniſhing what even 
there might be criminal in my attachment to her: 
he wiſhed, for many reaſons, but above all for 
Julia's ſake, that my latter ſentiments might get 
the better of my former cnes : he had all the rea- 
ſon he could with to be ſatisfied in this reſpect; 
and when 1 was apprehenſive myſelf of ſome 
vexatious return, I was ſurprized, on examining 
my heart, to find there, only a tender friendſhip 
and reſpectful attachment for madam de Batte- 
* ville. I do not know, madam, what idea you 
may have of me, after ſuch an inſtance of incon- 
* Mancy; but J am perſuaded, if you vill reflect 
| upon all that has paſſed, you will judge me with 
 . Eandour. Thad always reaſon to think that I was 
not deſtined to marry the firſt object of my love; 
* n have yourſelf ſeen that God had overturned 
every project I had formed in this reſpect: be- 
Qi fides, my paſſion. had given birth to all that was 
criminal in me; I had uſed myſelf to conſider ĩt 
a crime: the horror inſpired into me by my 
tondu& at Rheims, the errors and misfortunes it 
had led the baroneſs into; all theſe conſidera- 
"tions, I ſay, had anihilated whatever might be 
| called A x paſſion 3 in the E L had preſerved 
for 
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for the baroneſs. Being convinced by my director, 


that I had no vocation to a religious and eccleſi- 


aſtic ſtate, I entered into the views he had for me; 
and it was to endeavour to eſtabliſh myſelf by an 
advantageous match, When I ſet out for Fay 
I determined to do my utmoſt to attach myſelf to 
the firſt perſon that I ſhould find poſſeſſed of the 
neceſſary qualifications to make me happy; that 
is to ſay, T wiſhed for an opportunity. to be guilty, 
of a'breachof infidelity ; ſuppoſing what is com- 
manded as a duty, can be called by that name. 1 
was in this diſpoſition of mind when Julia appear- 
ed; could my heart, deſirous of diſpoſing of it- 
ſelf, wiſh for a finer opportunity 3 and was not 1 
authorized to follow its inclinations, both by the 
baron's goodneſs, and the tenderneſs of his daugh- 
ter, who had never been indifferent to me ? Al- 
though I did not regret my change, I had been 
ſeverely puniſhed for it by Julia's delicacy, which 
I determined to reſpe&, and wait till time ſhould . 
cure me of my paſſion, or bring about a change in 
my favour, in the diſpoſitions of this eſtimable 


girl. I relied very much upon madam de Launai's 


aſſiſtance to point out to me the moſt convenient 
method; when I arrived at Paris I found ſhe was 

dead ; and, I concluded that I was deſtined to be - 
onkappy all my life, becauſe the difficulties ſeem- 
ed to multiply where my happineſs and fortune 
were the point in queſtion : I never conſidered 
der might hereafter happen, and gave myſelf 


L 2 up 
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up to the direQion of the biſhop of Marſeilles, 
who would not ſuffer me to go far from Paris, 


and who miſcarried in every ching he-undertook. 
for my advancement, In ſhort, it is above fix. 


months ſince they promiſed him an advantageous: 
be for me, provided I would make my- 


ſelf maſter — one of his friends recom- 


mended me to your huſband, and 1 obeyed, tho? 
with a reluQance, that all i my arguments are not 


ſtrong enough to furniount Lam very ill quali- 

fi for a tax-gatherer, every day gives me a 
proof of it; one muſk have a heart harder than 
mite to fulkil the duties of this office ; if nothing 


more was required in the execution — it than to 


. wave my intereſt to relieve the wretched, I be- 


lieve I ſhould find a pleaſure in thinking I ſhould 


remove a mereileſs extortioner from ſociety i in ge- 
neral, and above all from oppreſſing tlie poor; 


but che duties of the office muſt be complied 


with, and I cannot determine with myſelf to make 
choice of an employment that requires a reſo- 


lution, that to me appears a ſpecies of barbarity 3 


— — 


and I was buſy laſt night in conſidering of a letter 
to the biſhop of Marſeilles, to repreſent to him + 


my inaptitude for ſuch an employment, and to en- 
treat him to give me leave to live after my own way. 


My income, though it isbut ſmall, ſupplies me with 


what isabſolutely neceſſary; what dol want more? 
This morning I was ſurprized at receiving a let- 
ter _ Merz, in in a woman's hand Gs: it is 


bh is determined to wait your orders. Theſe then 
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fram julia; ; the acquaints me that ſhe is retired 
into a conyent, and that the only means to prevail 
on her to come out of it, is by my marriage with 
her mother : ſhe has intercepted your letters, and 
by that means diſcovered my addreſs, and many 
other things, ſhe tells me, that have precipitated 
the reſolution ſhe .had taken upon her father's 
death.” ” 


Tuts, my leer, is the recital des Eſfarts* had 
juſt now made me, and which clears up the miſt 
that rendered it impoſſible to penetrate into the 
heart of your generous daughter. No, I believe 
it impoſlible to produce a ſimilar inſtance of he- 
roiſm, at ſo tender an age. Oh! how deſerving iſ 
is ſuch a daughter of ſuch a mother; and what a 
ſatisfaction you muſt have in rendering back to I 
her, the'facrifice ſhe made to you. I am ſo im- 

patient to ſee you both as happy as you deſerve to 
be, that I have preſſed des Eſſarts to go away * 
poſt, and be himſelf the bearer of inis letterk : 
but I cannot get the better of his delicacy ; ang 


are the diſpoſitions of Providence, that declare in 
his favour; ſo many apparent misfortunes were 
deſigned to lead him to a happy and peaceable 
ſtate; I ſpeak to you freely in this manner, be- 
cauſe your laſt letter from Rheims has given me 
| to underſtand, that you are determined not to 

_ hun yourſelf, and to uſe your utmoſt ef. 
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forts, to give him the title of your ſon. I have 
made des Eſſarts read this letter, to convince him 
that his happineſs will not coſt you a ſigh, with- 
out which, he never could prevail upon himſelf 
to Poſſeſs it. He can hardly perſuade himſelf there 
is any truth in all this, and looks upon himſelf to 
be incorporated with bad fortune, ſo that he ex- 
peQs every moment ſome obſtacle to overſet your 
ſchemes; I make no queſtion but they will be 
realized; and, in ſpight of fate, there appears a 
A. profpet of e. to me, that will make me 


ſome amends for what I have ſuffered in my own. 


perſon. | You eaſily perceive I wrote this long 
letter at ſeveral different times ; and this is what 


happened to me this morning, as I was going to. 
| ſeal it up; it is too particular, not to acquaint you. 


with it, 
£0: If Titus is s jealous, Titus is inlove.” 


Ah | Monſieur Reims, you reckon without your 

hoſt : my Titus is not in love, and yet he pre- 

dend to be jealous. Des Effarts? afſiduity to me 
has ſet my huſband's brains to work: and he toſd 


me this morning very gravely, that a woman who. 
regarded her reputation, ought carefully to avoid 


being in private with a man whoſe perſon was ſo 
amiable. You are accuſed of being in love with 


him, added he, looking attentively at me. I was. 


in a good humour, my dear; and the ſucceſsful - 
+ diſcovery of all your affairs, had diſpoſed me to 


hear this worthy preacher of conjugal fidelity, . 
: with- - 


* 
ans «x 
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who had made that fine obſervation to him, be 
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without putting myſelf i in a paſſion ; ſo that, in- 
ſtead of aſſuming an air of dignity, requilte on 
the aſperſion of my virtue, do you know what 1 
did? Why, I burſt iuto a loud laughter; for, I 
repeat it again to you, it appeared to me pleaſant £ 
enough to ſee a man take upon him to be jealous, 
who has had ten miſtreſſes in fix months: my 
laughing put him out of countenance, and I be- 
hieve he was going to be in a paſſion, when ! told 
him, that I commended the penetration of thoſe. 


cauſe there was but one gentleman in the world 
that I loved better than des Eſſarts: you may de- 
pend upon it, added I, without giving him time 
to reply, you know the perſon that has ſtill tanze 

advantage aver this ſuppoſed lover in my heart. 
Tell him, from me, that he hath nothing to fear 
from ſo carpal a paſſion. I work hard to cure 
myſelf of it; and I hope, in a little time, to out · 
do him in indifference. While you are diverting. WW 
yourſelf with this prodigy, I am going to preſent: Ml 

you with another. It will pleaſe me prodigiouſly, Þ 
to ſee this dear man married, and to the moſt a- 
miable girl that you know too; and the moſt he- 
roic part of this tranſaction of mine, is, that this 
marriage will make him quit Paris, and deprive 
me of his company. Now, confeſs, am I not a 
moſt convenient miſtreſs, ſe one of a very ſin- 
gular turn? I am ſo impatient to ſend him away. 
from hence. that, if he believed me in that reſ. 
| L 4 pe, 
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pect, he ſhould be the bearer of this letter, and 
ſhould not ſtir out of Metz, where I am ſeating 
him, till he was married. But, added I, perhaps 
it is only to avoid the terrible effects of your jea- 
louſy that T ſend away ſo dear a lover: you love 
me with ſo lively a paſſion, with ſuch prodigious 
tenderneſs, and, above all, with ſuch uncommon 
conſtancy Truce with your jokes, ſaid 
Mr. Caſtelet to me, about, the nature of my at- 
tachment to you, may be but that is not 


the queſtion at preſent: do you know any body 1 95 


at Metz? For my part, I do not remember ever 
to have ſeen a pretty woman that was of that ci» 
45, Neither is it, ſaid I to him, to any native of 


Auftraſia, inhät I am going to marry him, but to 
an honeit gur Ou EN panne. that vou know. 


"Ea ' 


Þ and thar you eſteeny; ese word, it is to made. 


moiſelle de Batteville. Is is poſſible, ſaid my buſi. 
band, in a tranſport of joy? I muſt embrace you 
for this good news; this marriage is worthy of 
the baroneſs, and yet it ſurpriſes me; for, in ſhort, 
though des Eſſarts may be a man moſt worthy of 
young Julia, he has no fortune; and I do not be- 
lieve he knows her. I will expound all theſe rid- 
dles to you, ſaid I to him; but, at preſent, let me 
ſeal and finiſh my letter, for i it muſt be ſent away: - 
and I would not, for all the world, retard the plea- 
ſure that the receipt of it will give my friend. 
Do you call that a letter? ſaid my huſband, caſt- 
ing his eyes upon the papers 2 were upon my 
| table ; 


| * 


table; ſurely it is a volume: the poſt will not £0 
out yet this hour and a half: may I, without in- 


body has their ſecrets, fir, replied I; you juſt how | 
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diſcretion, beg the liberty of your leave to give a 
look upon what you are ſending away ? Every 


began a converſation in which I was ſomething 
concerned, and you ſtopped ſhort, with a may be, 
which hs raiſed my curioſity: let us make an 
exchange; do you finiſh what you was going tao 
ſay, and you ſhall read my papers. This is my 
anſwer, ſaid my huſband to me, embracing me at 
the ſame time, with a very good grace; my action 
explains the ſenſe of my broken phraſe clear e- 
nough. Will you excuſe me, madam, for having 
paid for this equivocal reply, with part af your: 
ſecrets; that is, ſuch as might be told without: 
expoſing N my huſband was ſo moved at the: 
poor des Effarts? ſufferings, that, obſerving the: 
poſt would be too flow, by reaſon of the many: 
ſtops he makes upon the road, he was willing to 
anticipate the happineſs'we expe you will re- 
ceive, by ſome hours; and therefore ſonds away 
an expteb, who 2Qually, all booted and ſpurred, 
and ready mounted, calls out to me, Madam, I am: 
waiting for the pacquet ; ſo that | haveonly nas 
to ſeal it. | 


— — — —— aw 
OY + 
— > _ 


* 


= 
— — ——⏑—— . cre roo en. — 
Bu — r : 8 
24,56 2 3 1 JAP... N het 


* Brom: 


_ 2323 r ˙˙— — — —·’ m — — 
q -4 — 
7 * 


250 Ty TMIRTUOUS WIDOW.” 


From Madem i IRONY to Madam as 
CAsTELETr. 


ee thanks for your diligence, my 

dear: your expreſs has made ſuch hafte, that 
he has procured us a night in which we have not 
Cloſed our eyes: but do not go and ſay, it was 
well worth while to make ſuch hafte, to pro- 
duce an effect like this; the breaking of ous reſt, 
has appeared to us a thouſand times preferable to 
the moſt uninterrupted repgſe, . But I ought to 


nume my ſtory where I broke off. 


9 
Yov remember the conditions my Fe Fol 
preſented for coming out of the convent: I was 


-/ adviſed to promiſe, in general terms, that I might 


be free, when ſhe came out, from any explica- 
tion as to the nature of what I ſhould promiſe. 7 


could not determine upon this equivocating pro- 
miſe; and I confined myſelf to beg of the miſtreſs 
of the novices, to contrive me a private conver- 


fation with my daughter. Julia, who diſtruſted, 
faid ſhe, the aſcendant I had over her, made a 
great difficulty in conſenting to it. I fartmones 
up all my courage for this interview; and, having 


Jo far prevailed as to afſume, an appearance of 
- tranquillity, I ſaid to her, rife daughter, and hear 


my laſt determination ; but you may be thorough- 


I convinced, it is not to be ſhaken ; the executi- 
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on of it is going to depend upon your 4 and, 
if it is not ſuch as I have reaſon to expeR, wit 
now ſee me for the laſt time, I do not know if you. 
act in conſequence of what you may have diſco-. | 
vered of the misfortunes of my life, before I was 
married to your father; but, be that as it may, 
I am going to acquaint you —— them. At vour 
age, I knew, and loved the chevalier; it was the 
reportof his death, that determined me to give my 
hand to M. de Batteville; and that was as much 
owing to my eſteem. for is perſon,, as my grati- 
tude for his benefits, and my ſubmiſſion. to my 
mother's.orders, My heart followed.the plighting- 
of my. faith; and, till. that inſtant, whem: des. 
Eſſarts (for that is the chevalier's real name) tilll 
that inſtant, ſaid.I, when he ſaved us from the 
flames, I hone not had one ſingle thought to 
ſtruggle with, that was contrary to my duty. 
will confeſs to you, with ſome confuſion, that his. 
ſight found the way to revive. in my heart ſenti- 
ments that I thought abſolutely extinguiſhed; but 
my ill conduct was of ſhort duration: a letter I 
received from des Eſſarts, in which he. aſſured 
me, God had given him the grace to baniſh me 
from his heart, prevailed upon me to make the 
ſtrongeſt efforts; and, in order to deſtroy every. 
means of temptation, I pronounced the vow,, 
which I here renew in your“ preſence, of dedi- 
cating my widowhood to God. If, after this a4 
ſurance, you ſtill obſtinately perſiſt in becoming a. ; 
, nun, | 


deſigning to hear her; and, 


1M happened to my poor J 
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nun, without having a vocation, I ſhall deplore 
your lot. I ſhall forget that I have a daughter; 
and, conſidering myſelf as under no reſtraint in 
this world, I will throw myſelf into the convent 
of Carmelites, This is not a raſh, unpremedi- 

tated deſign, formed on a ſudden ; for the mo- 
ment your father died, I had certainly put it in 
execution, if my ode for you had not re- 
tained me. The fteps you are taking, breaks 
this tye, and ſets me at liberty to diſpoſe of my- 
felf. If, to morrow, at this hour, you are not 
at my houſe, determined to pay an implicit obedi- 
ence to my will, I inſtantly ſet out for Paris 
without a voſſibility of any thing being able to 
detain me. At the ſame time, I roſe up without 
1 ſhe called me 
back again with loud cri had the cruel reſo- 
lution A leave her, without turning my head. 
1 paid dear for it, for I. 
the nun's room that belonged to the turning box: 


and, fearing that the jr accident might have 


I ordered them to ac- 


nd myſelf very ill in 


quaint the miſtreſs of the novices, that ſhe might 


give her ſome aſſiſtance. She found her motion- 
leſs, and | in ſuch intenſe thought upon what ſhe 
had juſt heard, that ſhe did not even perceive 
when ſhe came into the parlour : at laſt, this 
good girl brought her to herſelf; and having told 
her I was ſtill in the houſe, retained by my weak- 

: nels, Jul Te of her to ſolicit leave of the 


abbeſs 


abbeſs for ber to go out ee that ſhe 
might convince me, by her readineſs to obey me, 
of her remorſe for all the trouble ſhe had brought 
upon me. Her requeſt was immediately granted; 
and I was ready to die with joy, when I faw her 
at my knees, and in my arms. I was obliged to 
be blooded in this nun's room, where I ſtaid till 
noon, ſolely employed to comfort this dear child, 
who conld not forgive herſelf, for the conditivn 
ſhe had thrown me into. My coufin and his lady 
were immediately made acquainted with it, and 

they came direAly ; - from thence we went all : | 
together to our inn, where we ſpent a moſt de- 
lightful afternoon. My firſt care was to expreſs 
my gratitude to the nuns, who have acted | 
honourably in this affair, and who ſeconded our 
efforts to engage my daughter to yeild to our en- 


treaties : as they live by alms, I have ordered a 
year's proviſion of corn, wine, and oil, to be 


fent to them; and I bave baideks the richeſt or- 
naments for an altar, that I could poſſibly ima- 
gine, We were not alone one moment; I could 
not find an opportunity of prevailing upon Julia 
to open her heart to me; however, I did, before 
I went to bed; and ſhe has declared nearly the 
| ſame to me, as you did in your letter: as I was 
going to pres her in favour of des Eſſarts, your 
courier arrived and knocked at the inn door, like 
a man unwilling to loſe the fruits of his diligentng 
he has made ſuch haſte that he has been but forty 


hours 


rr Terre + — — OCT - wy — 
A - 0 4 is * x 
- O —— * ” * * 


234 THE VIRTUOUS WIDOW. : 


hours in coming; and beſides, he aſſured me he 
aopped now and then to drink a glaſs, that he 
might aſſume freſh vigour. We ſent him to get 
bis ſupper and go to bed; and we ſpent the 
night in reading your volume. As my daughter's 
relations are a very good ſort of people, and it 
was neceſſary to intereſt them in des Eſſart's fa- 
vour; I did not heſitate to communicate to them 
the moving relation of his misfortunes, without 
- permitting myſelf to retrench one ſingle word: 
the reading of it produced the effect I promiſed. 
myſelf from it. Des Eſſarts? family, in point of 
nobility, is equal to ours ; it is true, he had no. 
fortune, but my daughter's inclinations agreeing 
with her father's laſt requeſts, have appeared to, 
them a ſufficient reaſon to overlook the inequality, 
or rather the want, of fortune; and they have 
taken upon themſelves to make.this match agreea-. 
ble to the other relations. While I was earneſtly 
| pleading the cauſe of merit ſtripped of every; 
ching, Julia was endeavouring to ſearch my heart, 
to try if ſhe could diſcover in it any motion, . 
ing the night I had repeated to her a thouſand. 
[ times, that I had no reluQance to make her hap- 
py: her tenderneſs for me rendered her fearful 
and incredulous ; and every time I aſſured her 
that T had not retained the leaſt ſpark of paſſion 
for her lover, the vowed to me that a ſingle life 
had nothing in it that could make her dread it; 
and that ſhe would determine upon it with all her 


4 | | heart, 
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beart, if her union with des Eſſarts would give 
me one painful pang, and that to laſt but for a 
moment: at laſt ſhe yielded; and, being con- 
vinced of my ſincerity, ſaw with joy her couſin's 
impatience to terminate this affair: this gentle: 
man was convinced, notwithſtanding all he could 
urge in ſupport of paternal authority, that the 
greateſt part of the family would diſapprove a 
match which did not bring with it a brilliant title; 
and, after having weighed it well, promiſed me 
to take all upon himſelf, and to conclude it with- 
out aſking advice, which he knew, it was deter- 
mined not to follow. This is the way he has 
ſettled this affair. He will go with your couſin, 
who is to carry a letter for des Eſſarts, by which 
he will invite him to come incognito to Rheims, 
on the day he ſhall aſſign to him: as the couſin 


will go faſter than he can, he fancies des Eſſarts 
will have time to ſend him the certificate of his 


baptiſm, and that of his father and mother's death. 
| When he is furniſhed with theſe papers, with my 
conſent in due form, and with my late huſband's 
will, he will apply directly to the archbiſhop of 
Rheims, to whom he has the honor of being ac- 
quainted, and will obtain a diſpenſation of the 
banns: we ſhall arrive the ſame day as des Eſſarts; 
and,, inſtead of going into our own houſe, we ſhall 
get out of our carriage at the church door, where 
the marriage will be immediately celebrated, This 
diſpoſition pleaſes me nnn it will ſave us 
the 
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the: confuſion of a firſt interview. Des Eſſarts 
will appear before me under the title of my ſon, 
which will banith from us all conſtraint, and will 
excuſe him from making any apology, for what. 
is paſt: not that I am in dread of an unhappy re- 
lapſe, either on his fide, or on mine: but the idea 
he has taken into his head of conſidering his 
change as an infidelity for which he ought to 
give ſome reaſon, as an excuſe will. make him ap- 
pear under ſome reſtraint, that will put me into 

an uneaſy ſituation, which 1 would avoid. Tell 
him roundly, my dear, that I have drank of the 
waters of Lethe, and that I invite him td take 


bumpers of it rather than one: I not remember 


nothing of him, till the time he ſnatched from 
the flames, a wife for himſelf, and a daughter for 


me; I have quite forgot all the reſt, and I adviſe 


him to do as much; I would even command him 
to do it, if I thought I had any authority over a. 


Ir is now, my dear, that I know what value 
to put upon the ſentimenis I had preſerved for 
him ; and I perceive, with'the-vtmoſt joy, that 
1 have no reparation t make to my huſband's. 
manes; my heart has loved none but him, from 
the moment I gave him my hand; and what I, 


took for love, when 1 ſaw the chowder again, 
as rather an immoderate fear leſt I ſhould have 
2155 I ſpeak. to you * utmoſt. ſincerity, 


and | 
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and not in the leaſt to make him eaſy: he aught 
to perceive, that if it was neceſſary ſomebody 
. ſhould bluſh for their infidelity (which I do not 
believe was our caſe) it ought to be me that 
ſhould bluſh, - becauſe I am ſure my inconltqpey | 
| preceded his, more than twelve years. | 


- 
- — —— — —— een era—err ewe 
— . ——————— 

- 


| 
| 


A propos; now we are upon the ſubje& of in- 

deli, I foretell, without being a propheteſs, 
that you will not . much longer to complain 
of your huſband; if he ſhould read this letter, I 
beg of him to forgive the compariſon that follows. 
T look upon him i in the light of one of thoſe fiery 
and ungovernable horſes, that they are obliged to 
put to the plough when they would break themy | 


where tr moe ken ns, 
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their ears, and bear the reſtraint of bit and bridle, 
Vour huſband has tied himſelf to a very fatiguing 
| plough ; he has had, you ſay, twenty miſtreſſes 
in ſix months: if he had had forty it would have 
been ſo much the better (Chriſtianity apart, and 
phyſically ſpeaking it is to be underſtood), Yes, 
my dear fir, your miſtreſſes will bring you back, 
againſt your will, to he honourable yoke of ma- 
trimony that you have impoſed upon yourſelf; 
their whims, the mercenary views of their ca- 
reſſes, and a thouſand more faults, will make you 
knger how to eſteem the heart of a yirtuous wife; 
and I wiſh to ſee you at her feet, to abjure your 


errors, before the year is out. I ſhall ſee this mir 
raclel 
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racle; I expect it; and, if you laugh at my pre- 
dictions, I will be revenged of you, by inſpiring 
madam du Caſtelet with courage enough, to make 
you languiſh after your pardon. I know you will 
rally me upon this pretenſion, and think you know 
how to turn the tables upon me; but all things 
wear out, love as well as the reſt ; I have a proof 
of it: be a little more careful of that you have 
inſpired : you muſt apply again to this fund for 
the remainder of your life, therefore don't ſquan- 
der it away. You have the more need of this 
advice; for, upon my honour, you love more than 
you ſuſpect: believe me I am ſkilled in theſe. 

matters. But who am I talking to? Is it not to you 
that I am writing, madam? And mould a letter 
addreſſed to you be for this, that, and the other? 
Oh! it's a ſhame. At leaſt, if I could reſerve 
ſomething that belonged to you alone, ſuch as 
friendſhip and attachment, it would be only de- 
ceiving you to make you think ſo: for all that, 

is as common good between you; therefore be 


| generous enough to content yourſelf with that 
„ urs. 9 — falls to your lot. 


From Madam du CasTELET #0 the Barontfe.” * 
[| A LETTER is given to you; vou look 
| at the hand writing; you put it with a 
thoughtleſs air into your pocket; there it remains 


three days without being opened, and when you 
ors” 1 recolle& 
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recolle& it, you will ſay, when you have read 
it: and what was this woman thinking of, to 
write to me under theſe circumſtances ?' I had 
ſomething elſe to do than to read it: if it ſhould 
happen otherwiſe, I deſire you would let me 
know it; and then I ſhall ſay there is no woman 
like you; that you are equal to every thing; and 
that all things are ſo well regulated at your houſe, 
that nothing is out of its place. Monſieur desEſſarts | 
does not know where to take his; and tho', for 
the honour of philoſophy, he ſtrives to diſguiſe" 
| the greateſt part of it from us, enough ſlips from 
him to make us comprehend what he conceals.” 
I believe he is thankful in his heart to your couſin” 
for the projected diſpaſition; and he might well 
ſay, that, without it, the firſt interview would 
have been very painful to him. | Infidelity muſt 
certainly be a great ſtranger to an honeſt man's 
heart, ſince the bare ſhadow of it has ſuch a mor- 

. tifying quality, that he cannot help bluſhing at it. 
Experience ſeems to contradi& what I have juſt: 
ſaid: a faithful conſtant man is a prodigy there - 

fore it ſhould ſeem natural from this expemence tio i 
draw a concluſion that makes againſt me? Not | 
at all, if every perfidious man would honeſtly 
confeſs the remorſe he feels at his firſt tranſgreſ- 
ſion ; he would then be forced to own, that what 
is ſo tormenting cannot be natural. M. du Caſte- 
let, who is reading over my ſhoulder, while I am 
writing, could give us ſome account of it: mM 


= of mere ſpite he is gone to the other end of the 

rom, humming a tune of the new oper: that 

| cpniradifts my theſes, 
| Lorſque, e. 
1 ſound, my friend, they are always wrong 
that change; either they made a wrong choice at 
firſt, or they grow tired through meer whim. 
Von are not included here, my dear baroneſs; 
the moſt reſpectable motives have wrought your. . 
change, and I congratulate you upon it: my in- 
fidel, who piques himſelf of being Ready. in his 
friendſhip at leaſt, joins his compliments with 
mine; and, while the deſerter of the public re- 
venues, overwhelmed and intoxicated with joy, is 
incapable of thinking of any thing elſe, he makes 
me take notice that this lover wauld be ready to 
I ya out in his philoſopher's dreſs, and would not be 
in the leaſt aſhamed to be married in a black coat, 
he has worn above three years; and afterwards 

| ſend for the taylor, mercer, &c. and put on the 
dir of a bridegroom. You never thought of that, 
madam, | tho? it is reckoned very eſſential among 
many people; who knows if it would not be ſo 
for ſome one of the family? Mr. des Eſſarts de- 
| . fires I would give NI IS N 
2 my letter. | 
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65 Net from Mr. des ;Ereaurs to the beh. 


ves, madam, Lem ut dbe very urttit er 
witties; love and friendſhip are preparing for me 
a happineſs that fills up every corner of my heart; 
and, the advantage ariſing.fromthe obligation of 
loving a maſt accompliſhed bride is not more ſen- 
ſibly felt by me, than that of reſpeQing a mother, 
for whom I ſhall always retain both thoſe ſenti- 
ments ſo long as life ſhall laſt. 


| Madam du Caoruuut centinuer to to oy, 


1 challenge any boch to * more in ſo few 
words; and to conclude, by way of faying ſome- 
thing of myſelf, I muſt tell you that I begin to 
hope for happier days. A moſt horrid piece of 
infidelity has put my huſband in a paſſion, or a. 
ther in a fury, againſt the whole ſex; he has en- 
truſted me with it, becauſe it was public; and! 
laughed at it, as if he had told me the ſecret: this 
way of behaviour ſuits with his temper better than 
that of preaching to him, by which I firſt began; 
yet he does not dare a me to preſerve him 
elf from a relapſe; and in a gallant manner adds, 
that I gain upon his mad pranks, ſince he is oblig- 
ed to acknowledge to himſelf, that I am a thous 
ſand times better than his miſtreſſes. He is in the 


right 
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right to gild the pill, it is always very hard wb 
geſt. And after all, ſappoſing it affected me but 


little, as to what cenarce map]; the injury be 


does his own ſoul will not ſuffer me to look on 


theſe things in the ſame light with the generality 
of mankind. Do the men of this age think they 
have a foul? By their ! ſhould be e 
to 8 l the . | | 1 


" Frow the Boron to Madam du Caerxuzr. 


HIS is s the laſt letter you will receive em 
me, dear friend, for we intend to ſet out 
for Paris in ten or twelve days; and this interval 
will be filled up with obligations that are as tire- 


ſome as they are indiſpenſable: receive and re- 


turn viſits to a thouſand people, who care as little 
about us, as we do about them; compliments 
from the teeth outwards, and ſo on; we are al- 
ready tired with them, but we muſt ſet out. 
And, pray, what are we going to do at Paris? Is 
it to ſee the opera, the play, and the reſt of the 
diverſions? Not at all; it is to ſee and embrace 
madam du Caſtelet there; that treacherous friend, 
who pretends to prophecy and is always out; 
ſhe who thinks one can keep one of her letters 


two or three days without reading it, and who 
does not divine that it was opened and read in leſs 
| ee four hours. Lok is to pany you for this in- 


© juſtice 


. 
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juſtice that I would fain mortify your curioſity, by 


deferring to let you know what has been doing l 


here, till I could inform you of it in perſon; but 
I have not courage enough for it. 

ERV ming was conducted as we had wiſh- 
ed; des Eſſarts arrived at Rheims between three 


and four in the morning, and was received at the 


curate's by my couſin. As we lay but half a league 
out of the city, we got there a quarter of an 
hour after, and were conducted into the church, 
where the prieſt was ready to goup to the altar. 
The place was not proper for compliments; low. 
bows ſupplied the place of converſation. - I do 
not to pretend to ſet myſelf off with falſe courage, 
my dear; my heart was in a flutter for about five 
minutes without my knowing preciſely for what; 
I was ready to ſhed tears, and would not ſwear 


that two or three did not drop from me: yet lam 


very ſure I ſhould have ſhed a great many more, 


if Thad been about to deliver up my daughter to a 


ſtranger without being able to / anſwer. for her 
happineſs ; and, all things conſidered, des Eſſarte, 
I mean my concern for loſing him, had no ſhare. 
in this inſtance of my weakneſs. I recovered my- 
ſelf on caſting my eyes on our young folks; they 

were praying with a ferveney very uncommon in 
ſuch a ceremony: they made me aſhamed of my 


inattention, and I heartily joined with them in 


praying the Lord to bleſs their union, which I 


conſidered | 
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were ſaid, they made us go into che vellry, where 
des Eſfarts Amd niy dadghter, hand in "Hhanl;threw 


3; themſelves at my feet, and demanded my bleſſ- 


ing. They did this with ſo good a grace, that 
the curate ws moved at it; for my part, after l 
had given them my bleſſing, 1 took both their 
heads in my arms, arid ſprinkled them with my 


teurs, while I was.enibracing them. My couſin 

Had invited the archbiſhop of Rheims to dinner, 
Who verted himſelf with the ſcene that was to 
happen; for the other relations were invited 


without knowing the reaſon of it. My daughter 


was dreſſed only in a white ſattin gown; but ten 


women had been working all the morning to em- 
belliſh it with my jewels, and thoſe of her grand - 


mother by the father's ſide, who had avaſt quan- 
tity. 1 dreſſed her head myfelf, and her fine black 
” Hair was all adorned with ſparks, which had a 


charming effect: the pleaſure that I took in do- 


ing this, ſeemed to tell theſe young folks, that 
this day was in reality a feſtival to me, a dax 


without a cloud, and they had need of this teſti- 
mony of the tranquillity of my heart ; for when 
they were come out of the church, they had 
hardly the courage to look at me. I had deſired 


my confin's' vrife not to leave me, to avoid all ex- 
Plinations; and, in reality, it would have been 


impoſſible for any perſon preſent, that did not 


| knowir, to gubls hit this day lia been preceded 29 


by 
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* 4 great nuinber of others, when we hal 
been of a very different way of thinking; While 
I was dreſſing my daughter, des Eſſarts went to- 
bathe himſelf; but in the ſame room Julia was taken 
up with regretting the loſs of his fine hair that had 
been burnt in ſaving her; for we muſt be women in 
ſome inſtance or another. About noon our gueſts 
arrived, and they were ſhewn into a room, where 
the archbiſhop and we were together. The crown 
my daughter wore, gave them to underſtand in- 
ſtantly the deſign of this entertainment; and ſome 
of them were ſo ſtruck with the genteel appear- 
ance of des Eſſarts, whom T preſented to them, 
that, without thinking of making any complain | 
that they Had not been conſulted; they embraced- 
him with a very good grace: others were drawn 
in by their example; and, at laſt, the authority 
of the archbiſhop; who affirmed that Monſieur 
des Eſſarts was of the moſt ancient families of his: 
province, prevented the moſt diſcontented from 
ſhewing their reſentments ;* ſo that every thing 
' Paſſed off much better thier we had expected. All 
this while, it was not poſſible for des Eſſarts to 
Aud an opporthnity of ſliding in one word, that 
had any relation to paſt times; and as often as he 
attempted to do it | theſe laſt two days, I turned 
the converſation in ſuch a manner, as to make 
Him perceive I either had entirely forgot, or did 
not chuſe to remember any thing of them. This 
15 enough, and too much, for a woman, who-has: 
M taken: 
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| 3 ſixty, bas the pleafing ſatisfaction of ſeeing a fa- 


taken vor hexſelf to do the honours.of 2 wed» 


| | ding, and who is' juſt now told that a great deal 


of company is waiting for her. In ten days time 
we will [peak more particularly about a thouſand 


little incidents that have enlivened the ſcenes, and 
which I have not time to commit to writing. 


To te READER. 


o fatisfy ſuch. readers as are intereſted e- 


. &  nough about the baroneſs to know what be- 
came of her, we ſhall acquaint them, that her 
daughter and ſon-in-law could not conform them- 


ſelves any longer time to the noife and hurry of 


Paris; and that, being prevented from returning 


to Rheims by ſome particular motives not neceſ- 


fary to be known, they ſettled in a country town, 
where the baroneſs, after having lived a year with 
her daughter, retired into a coavent, without en- 


tering into any engagement; ſhe. comes out as 


often as charity or otber maternal duty requires 
it ; and that is generally once every year to aſſiſt 
at madam de Effarts' labour, who is actually the 
mother of twelye children, four of whom are 
married, and have families: all the daughters are 


put under the care of their grandmother or great 


grandmother as ſoon as they come out of their 
nurſes arms; and this lady, who has abſolutely 
dedicated herſelf to bring them up, at the age of 


mily 
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milly that already conſiſſs of twentycight per- 


ſons; and which, for the happineſs of mankind, 
promiſes to become more numerous; for none of 
her deſcendants have ever departed from that vir- 


tue, which their parents have practiſed with ſo 
much heroifm, and have more at heart to tranſ- 
mit to their poſterity than their family inheri- 


tance. 
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